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CAREER prospects of eve^ 
sailor and Royal Marine will 
receive a boost this month 
with the issue of personal 
development records - 
(PDRs). 

Originally a Navy initiative, now 
adopted across the Armed Forces, 
the PDR is a speciallv-designed pack 
in which individuals can record, 
review and plan their career paths - 
and show civilian cmplovers what 
they have achieved in the Senior 
Service. 

Ilic idea started as a means of extend¬ 
ing civilian accreditation for training and 
development carried out within the ser¬ 
vice. 

All regular RN and KM personnel will 
receive their PDR, individually addressed, 
from the middle of this month, and there¬ 
after packs will he issued to new entrants 


during initial training. 

Resciv'c personnel will receive their 
PDRs through parent units from lute 
September. 

Each PDR is essentially an A4 ring- 
hiruier with pcKkels for various forms, cer¬ 
tificates, appraisals, and floppy' disks. 

The onus is on each individual to keep his 
or her PDR up to date and effective, 
although help will he as'aiiahic at both 
departmental and unit level. 

Amona the elements which can be 
recorded are roles and responsibili¬ 
ties; educational, vocational and 
extra-mural courses; membership of 
professional bodies; S/NVQ accred¬ 
itation requirements and resettle¬ 
ment provision. 

The concept ha.s been welcomed hy civil¬ 
ian recruiters, who stress the need lor job 
applicanl.s to ”scll themselves.” 

During initial research, one commented: 
-If I saw this, I would describe the person as 
orfanised. interested and career-orientated 
- those are good qualities.” 



Walney to home 
in on the South 

HMS WALNEY will be leav- the Mediterranean in six 
Ing Scotland in the autumn months, 
when she changes from On board was Commo- 
the Clyde-based Third dore of Clyde Naval Base, 
Mine Countermeasures Commodore Richard Lord, 
Squadron to join Second who had joined the ship 
MCM Squadron at Ports- for the last leg of her voy- 
mouth. age from Devonport to 

This picture of her was Scotland, 
taken as she passed Walney will leave for 
through the Rhu Narrows Portsmouth after a slx- 
to return to the Clyde after month refit which began 
her second deployment to on May 2. 


The independent market research 
showed that the overwhelming majority of 
employers sampled saw PDR u.s an impres¬ 
sive diKument which, if correctly used, 
would help individuals when seeking civil¬ 
ian employment. 

The is.sue of PDRs has required a logisti¬ 
cal operation of some complexity. 

Total weight of material plus packaging is 
around 70 lonrK*s, and because of the bulk 
of the order, it will rcuuirc 14 40fi urticulal- 
cd trucks to deliver all the packs. 

The paper alone amounts to 21 tunnels, 
and was taken from sustainable sources. 
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rst of RFA’s new tankers 


to be launched soon 


TWO NEW large tankers being 
built for the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary will each have the 
capacity to carry 15,000 tonnes 
of fuel to support Royal Navy 
task groups around the world. 

The tankers, RFAs Wave Knight 
and Wave Ruler, are due to be 
launched by the end of September 
and in spring next year resprotively. 
The former has been constructed in 
sections in shipyards around the 
country, and now stands whole at 
BAe Systems* yard at Barrow-in- 
Furness. 

Wave Ruler has been built almost 
entirely at Govan Shipyard on the 
Clyde. 

Both tankers have flight deck and 


hangar facilities for Merlin heli¬ 
copters and will be fitted with the 
Phalanx close-in weapons system. 
They are expected to enter service 
in 2002 and will replace the veteran 
tankers RFAs OIna and Olwen. 

OIna. which first entered service 
34 years ago, has been brought out 
of her state of extended readiness 
in Gibraltar to meet current needs. 
Her first task will be to take part In a 
Joint Maritime Exercise off 
Scotland, involving 25 ships from 
nine nations. 

New landing ships for the RFA are 
also in the pipeline - with invita¬ 
tions to tender going out for the 
building of two ships of more than 
10.000 tonnes each. Orders are 


expected to be placed later this 
year. 

All five of the RFA’s current land¬ 
ing ships are being kept very busy. 
RFA Sir Geraint arrived back from a 
four-month deployment supporting 
Royal Navy minehunters in the Gulf, 
and then supported Army units tak¬ 
ing part in the joint UK-US amphibi¬ 
ous exercise Strong Virginian at 
Browndown in the Solent. 

Her sister-ships. Sir Bedivere, Sir 
Tristram and Sir Percivale have 
been noembers of the Amphibious 
Ready Group off Sierra Leone (see 
pages 19-21). while the fifth ship. 
Sir Galahad, has been In the Baltic 
In a minehunter support role for 
multi-national exercises. 



Sheffield 
jeins in 
11-nation 
exercise 


IIMS SHIfll II:LI) has joined 
an 11-nation exercise in the 
Baltic which brings together 
4.0(MI Servicemen, 50 ships 
and 20 aircraft of NAf'O and 
Partnership for Peace coun¬ 
tries. 

Nations taking part include 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland. 
France, Germany, Latvia. 
Lithuania, the Kcthcriand.s. 
Poland and the USA. 

As well as involvement in the 
nine weeks of exeaisc, Sheffield is 
vLsiting seven countries in 
Scandinavia and Eastern Europe 
to promote the interests of British 
companies. Her ports of call 
include Kiel - for Kiel (Navy) 
Week - and St Petersburg. ITic 
Liird Ma)T»r of PlymiKJth will join 
the ship in Kiel and remain on 
hoard until the ship visits 
Plymouth’s twin city of Gdynia in 
Pldand. 

The IVpc 22 frigate sailed with 
23 ofTiccr cadets on initial sea 
training. They were due to return 
to the UK via Stockluilm. to he 
replaced by another group. 

Before she left UK. Sheffield 
hosted three members of the 
House of Lords All Par^ Defence 
Sludv Group - Lords Vivian. L^cll 
and Luke - for a fact-finding visit. 


Unofficial 

medals 

warning 




I per- 
nlnd- 


SERVING and retired 
sonnel are being remli 
ed by the Ministry of 
Defence that Crown 
Servants in uniform may 
not wear any medal or 
decoration whose wear 
has not been authorised 
by the Queen. 

A General Defence 
Council Instruction - No 
84A>0 - has been issued 
which says the rule 
includes foreign awards 
and unofficial medals 
such as the National 
Service Medal', 'Hong 
Kong Service Medal’, 
’BAOR Medal’. ’Voluntary 
Service Medal’, ‘General 
Service Cross', ’Combatant 
Service Medal’, ‘Eastern 
Service Medal’, Peace 
Medal', and ‘Suez Canal 
Zone* medal. 


First conscript 

IN A REPORT on the unveiling of 
the Namsos memorial in this page 
of our June issue, due to a misiin- 
denitanding following on from a 
not entirel)’ dear eontributiun. we 
incorrectly gave the name of the 
first man conscripted into the 
Nasv in peacetime in IQ39 as 
Harold Kirk. It was in fact John 
Grittcn. 


Lonnv PROBE 

OVER CAVAUER 
REPAIRS ROW 


LOTTERY Fund organis¬ 
ers have looked into alle¬ 
gations that over £1.3 
million in grants to save 
Britain's only wartime 
destroyer are not being 
spent to preserve the 
ship properly, writes 
Anton Hanney. 

IIMS Cavalier received the 
National Lotterv Heritage 
money so that she could Be 
saved from the scrapyard, 
repaired, maintained and put 
on show at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard as part of a three- 
ship attraction. 

She arrived there over a y^ar 
ago. Now*, following complaints 
from prominent campaigners who 
worked to save the ship. Senior 
Grants Officer Dr Michael 
Houghton confirmed to Navs A/en j 
that he had been investigating the 
matter. 

It is understood that the Fund’s 
lawyers have studied a recent 
agreement between Chatham 
Historic Dockyard Trust and the 
ship’s owners, HMS Cavalier Thist 
Ltd (HMSC). to whom the monc>' 
was granted. However, a statemcnl 
is.sucd by Lottery Fund organisers 
is not critical of the way the ship is 
being kept. 

Dr Houghton visited 
Cavalier in the light of com¬ 
plaints that she is not being 
properly maintained or dis¬ 
played ~ and not kept as a 
memorial to wartime crew 
members who lost their 
lives in Britain's destroyers. 


veteran 


ig i 

Sid 



proper\ 
painted the 


• HMS Cavalier- 
cared fort 
wrong colour \ 

Adding hLs voice to the criticism 
is Ron Grccory, former Chief 
Executive of Rochester. I le is also 
a former Trustee of the Hislorie 
Dockyard and fi>rmcr Pn^t Co¬ 
ordinator for HMS Cavalier 
(Chatham) Consortium, the group 
which had been set up originally to 
effect the ship’s rescue. 

He told A/uvy that the 
^reement between the Dockyard 
Trust and HMSC' was ’^totally ime- 
sided” in favour of the dixAyard. 
•’ll places the onus on HMSC' to 
come up with the money to carry 
out the maintenance and prc.scrva- 
lion work, and if Chatham 
D<Kkyard Trust aren’t Happy with 
things, they can simply give 12 
months notice for HMSC 
the dockyard. 

“This Is not the long-term .solu- 


to quit 


lion the Heritage Ltxtcry Fund 
approved. HMS Cavalier is s^idly 
dctcrioniting from a lack of care 
and proper maintenance.” 

However, the statemcnl by the 
Lottery Fund organisers, issued as 
Aiavy Sews went to prcs.s, pointed 
out that not all the work was rcadi- 
ly visible. The internal lighting sys¬ 
tem and power supply were back in 
working order, allowing many com¬ 
partments to be seen properly for 
the first time. 

That also provided safe access 
for Chatham Historic DiKkyard 
Thist’s shipkeeper and volunteer 
working parlies, permitting further 
pri>grc.ss to he made this season for 
limited access to some ureas below 
the main deck, probably in time for 
the summer school holidays. 

Over the winter the Trust 
intended to continue work to 
increase access. 

The Lottery Fund under¬ 
stands that the Trust intends 
to submit another applica¬ 
tion for funding to them in 
the next few months, to 
undertake restoration work 
to the superstructure, aa 
well as to provide a memorial. 

The Historic Dockyard Thisl 
also Issued a .statement .saying that 
no funds raised for HMS Cavalier 
had been used for any other pur¬ 
pose and that the aists of the 
shorcsidc interpretation pro¬ 
gramme had been paid for by the 
Tfu.si .suppi>ncd by .separate grants 
from iW Lottery Fund and 
Medway C'ounctl. 

Plans fur a memorial were pro¬ 
gressing and the first meeting of a 
steering group chaired by the IX*an 
of RiKnc.sicr was imminent. 


Kosovo showed 

‘stretch’ ease-up 

must go on 

WHILE the performance of British Service people in the Komwo 
campaign was “superb*', the Ministry of Defentv has said, in the 
light of the lessons learned, that work must continue to alleviate 
overstretch in the Armed Forces. 

Black Duke 
returns 
from Gulf 
successes 


MOD acknowledges that though 
levels of operational aimmilmeni 
h;ivc much reduced since the peak 
reached a year ago, there is a need 
to fiKus on the key ’Policy for 
People’ issues, making progress 
towards manning balance in all 
three Services, and investing in and 
valuing Service personnel and their 
families. 

Following publication of 
the Lessons Learned report, 
Defence Secretary Geoff 
Hoon said many of the 
changes necessary had 
been implemented, and 
work was In hand to 
improve secure communica¬ 
tions and precision attack 
capabilities. 

Chapter 9 of the report deals 
with maritime operations. HMS 
Splendid played a significant and 
successful role, and the carrier 
HMS Invincible, with the US and 
French carriers, demonstrated 
’’remarkable flexibility” and the 
ability to deliver air power where 
airfields were in short supply or 
unavailable. 

HMS Somerset's operation as 
escort to the French carrier Fbch is 
seen as having broken new ground 
in Anglo-French co-operation. 
Referring to the operation to 
dear jettisoned ordnance from the 
Adriatic in the aftermath of the 
bombing, the report highlights 
HMS Sandown as being the only 
NATXJ minehunter, for much of 
the operation, capable of deep¬ 
water disposals. 

The RFA ts noted as playing an 
important role in sustaining British 
forces, including the months-long 
dcplo\*mcnt of the strategic lin 
ships kFA.s Sea Centurion and Sea 
Crusader. 


Anning, former chair¬ 


ing, ion 

man of the HMS Cavalier 
Assodation. who was prominent in 
the iwxvycar battle to save the ves¬ 
sel. He sard that while little work 
had been carried out on the ship 
herself. £6(MK)0 hud been spent on 
laser lighting as the ccntrcniccc of 
“an inauthentic World War II 
enactment which Is more akin to 
Disneyland than a .serious Nav'al 
artefact ” 

He alsAi said the destroyer had 
been painted the wrong colour for 
her Iv72 configuration - the la.st 
year of her service. 

“Cavalier is a memorial lo those 
who gave their iom<»iTow for our 
Unlay, and should not he denigrat¬ 
ed or demeaned in any way.” said 
Mr Anning. He said the agreement 
between the D(Kkyard Trust and 
HMSC was not In the best interests 
of the ship. 

He complained that the agree¬ 
ment had been entered into with¬ 
out consultation with the veterans 
group which he formerly chaired - 
11 Ms Cavalier A.vsoeiation. The 
dtKumcni changed the composi¬ 
tion of the Trustees of HMS(' 
which effectively put it in the con¬ 
trol of the D^K'kyurd Trust. 



• Families and friends of HMS Cardiff wave the ship off from Portsmouth as she leaves for a five- 
month deployment to the western Atlantic and Caribbean. Her first port of call was Florida from 
where she was due to exercise with the US Coast Guard. 


IIMS MONMOlfTH wa.s due 
to return to Devonport as Na\y 
News went to press, following a 
successful deployment to me 
Gulf in support of UN sanc¬ 
tions against Iraq. 

llic Type 23 frigate - nicknamed 
The BItK'k Duke - visited Muscat in 
Oman after her successes in seizing 
alleged oil-smuggling ships in the 
norlncm Gulf. 

Her activities have also included 
multi-national exercises with 
Kuwaiti, UAE and US Navy forces 
to improve intcr-operahility. 
Eixamplcs of the evolutions con¬ 
ducted were the first deck landing 
by a Qatari helicopter and the first 
full replenishment at sea by the 
Uniteef Arab pjnirates Navy. 

Monmouth has been relieved on 
station by her sister-ship, HMS 
Marlborough. 

MN Reserve 
disbanded 
after 11 years 

niE MERCTIANT Navy Reserve 
has been disbanded after 11 vears of 
cxislcnoc. 

Its purpose was to priwidc a pool 
of experienced British merchant sea¬ 
men lo augment crews of British 
merchant vessels in times of tcresion 
or war. But now that the Ci4d War is 
over, the MNR is no longer needed, 
savs the Minislrv of Defence. 

'The \,m) members of the MNR 
will be invited to join the RNR. 
tiuiugh the Government retains the 

K >wcr lo re-establish the MN 
L’serve if it is needed. 

Landing craft 
service for 
1982 war dead 

A SERVICE commemorating the 
FalkUinds W^ar dcjid w;ls held on 
hoard a landing craft from the assault 
ship I IMS Fearless on May ? I. 

The service is held afinuallv to 
remember those who gave their 
lives during the conflict in 1^2 - 
c^eiully six pcrMiniwI friun HMS 
Fearless* who were killed when 
Landing Cruft Foxtrot 4 came 
under attack. 

The service this year was am- 
ducted by Father CTuirlcs Howard, 
and a wreath laid by CpI fieh 
Cruden. one of tlic two men in 
Foxtrot 4 who survived the attack. 
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DAEDALUS UNVEILED 


THE PRINCE of Wales has unveiled a 
new memorial dedicated to the 6,000 
men and women who lost their lives 
on active service with the Fleet Air 
Arm and Royal Naval Air Service. 

The Prince was accompanied by the 
Duke of York - both are Naval pilots * 
with the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce and the president of the 
FAA Memorial Trust Committee, Admiral 
of the Fleet Sir Benjamin Bathurst. 


The ceremony In Victoria Embankment 
Gardens by the MOD Main Buiiding in 
London was watched by thousands of 
FAA veterans, widows and reiatives. 

The memorial, a bronze figure of 
Daedalus, the irtgenious craftsman of 
Greek legend who created wings to 
escape King Minos of Crete, was 
designed by Royal Academy artist and 
sculptor James Butler in association with 
Londorvbased architects Trehearne A 
Norman. 


Following the service conducted by the 
Chaplain of the Fleet, the Ven Simon 
Golding, there was a fly-past salute along 
the Thames by three Sea King helicopters 
from 810, 849 and 771 Naval Air 
Squadrons. 

• IN REMEMBRANCE: L R Don Bunco, 
Edgar Lee and Pat KingsmlH were among 
the Fleet Air Arm veterans who attended 
the unveiling of the memorial In Victoria 
Embankment Gardens. 


From little acorns 


LAUNCHING the 'Meet Your Navy* round-BritaIn tour at 
Chatham Navy Days, First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce autographs Emily Beaumont-McAllen's plaster- 
cast arm. 

Emily was visiting the Historic Dockyard with a party from 
Brompton Westbrook School, where an oak tree saplir>g was 
planted by Lt Chris Saunders of HMS Cumberland. Over 100 
nH>re will be planted throughout Britain as part of a millennium 
year initiative by the Navy. 

Said Admiral Boyce: ‘Tt is no exaggeration to say that the 
reputation of the Royal Navy is founded on British oak - many 
of our most famous ships were built of oak taken from our 
forests. 

*‘So I am delighted to support this initiative to plant more of 
these magnificent trees for future generations to enjoy.** 

□ See also page 12. 


'Fairness and decency tor ail' 


Equality: 

barriers 

thatsUI 


remain 

THE NAVY and the Civil Service have “a mountain to 
climb** to meet their equal opportunities targets, 
says Second Sea Lord and C-in-C Naval Home 
Command Vice Admiral Peter Spencer. 


In a keynote addres.s to a 
ainfcrencc at HMS Dryad of 
all his Flag Officers, com¬ 
manding officers and senior 
line managers, he called for **a 
vigoriHJS pursuit of diversity’*. 

while acknowledging the 
Command’s recent acnicvcmcntN 
in this field, such va the Rriiish 
Diversitv Awards of 1998 and 
1999, Admiral Spcnccr urged dele¬ 
gates not to dwell on pa.st success¬ 
es hut to look lo the future. 

“Words have to be turned into 
action so wc can turn policy and 
hard work in to results, and wc still 
have a mountain lo climh,** he said. 

*‘Wc arc a world-cla.ss Navy 
because of the operational exper¬ 
tise and the extraordinarily nigh 
uuality of our men and women. 
Dur (Koplc arc the greatest single 
factor and they must be treated as 
such.** 

Ilic overriding priority for ail 
leaders wa.s to ensure **fairness and 
decency for all**. Respect for each 
individual was paramount and no 
forms of harassment or bullying 
would he tolerated. 

In what Admiral Spcnccr intro¬ 


duced a.s **warts and alP presenta¬ 
tions, dcicptcs heard speakers 
from the Commission for Racial 
Equality and the Equal 
Opportunities Commission say 
that more needed lo be done in 
attracting greater numbers of the 
ethnic minorities and women into 
the Navy. 

Equal Opportunities Comm¬ 
issioner Jenny Watson, who has a 
special responsibility for the 
Armed Forces, said that since the 
Navy had set up its Sexual 
llara.ssmcnt Helpline. Ihc number 
of calls to Ihc Commi.s.sian from 
women in the Service hud dramat¬ 
ically reduced. 

And since the ban tm homosex¬ 
uals in the Armed Forces had been 
lifted “the skies have not fallen in**. 

“By breaking down those barri¬ 
ers that remain you will attract a 
far wider pool of lop quality per¬ 
sonnel,** she said. **Voiir co^ of 
practice emphasises Ihc impor¬ 
tance of treating all colleagues 
with respea. Respect for others is 
of course fundamental to the con¬ 
cept of equal opportunities. It is 
also a key working principle for 
any cffcctn^ tcam.*^ 



‘Green shoots 
of recovery’ 
amid public 
ignorance 


PUBLIC perception of the shipping industry has lately slipped 
from “peripheral knowledge lo woeful ignorance” ihc Marine 
ScKicty ha.s warned. 


Speaking at its 228th Annual 
Court of Governors, former 
Uoyd'i tJsi Editor Michael Grey 
said that while shipping had 
become a safer and more precise 
indastry, there was all the more 
need to celebrate its achievements. 

“In the 19508 every 
school child knew about the 
biggest ships, the fastest 
liners and so on,** he said. 
“But now the only one that 
comes to mind is an early 
20th century technical fail¬ 
ure - the Titanic.** 

There was ahu alarm at the age¬ 
ing population of seafarers. Young 
people needed to be alerted lo 
alerted to Ihc “a.stonishingly long 
term prospccls" of a maritime 
career while employers mu.sl lose 
their preoccupation with cheap 
labour. 

Lord Greenway, the Society’s 
Chairman, said the Governmenrs 
announcement of measures to 
attract ships back onto Ihc British 
register had been warmly wel¬ 
comed. as had Ihc introduction of 
a beneficial tonnage-based corpo¬ 
ration tax regime this year. 

“Linked to a commitment by 


shipping aimpanics to increase the 
recruitment and training of British 
officers and ratings, it is hoped this 
'tonnage tax’, together witn other 
wide-ranging proposals announced 
in 1998. will at last lead lo a rever¬ 
sal of the alarming decline in sea¬ 
farer numbers of recent years. 

“Already Ihc green shiKits of 
reawery arc beginning to appear, 
with increased emphasis on 
recruiting and Ihc inlrixluction of 
innovative training schemes, 
including graduate schemes, 
designed to attract a wider cross 
scctmn of yimng pci^lc lo careers 
at sea and in Ihc maritime sector as 
a whole. 

“Hiwvcvcr, these have yet to 
translate into increased numbers 
of seafarers and it remaias to be 
seen whether the fine words will be 
effectively pul into practice in the 
coming year.** 

Open for music 

THE ROYAL MariiK's School of 
Music holds its Open Day spectac¬ 
ular with prizc-givins and Beat 
Retreat at l\>rtsmoum Guildhall 
on August 3. Vc\ 02392 824355 for 
tickets. 


JACK ET JACQUES 


La Derniere Chanson 
de Grande-Tante 
Bernadette 

(A bord de FS AconiL dans la Golfe de Thailand, Ires early 
dans le matin) 

"Ahhh, rien de den? Non. je ne r-r-reorette r-r-iienr 

Vous regretterez plenty, si vous n’arreiez pas de chanter cette 
bleedin* terrible chanson, Jacques, je suis lellin* vous straight! 
J^sus a pleur^ - ma bouche, c^est comme I’lnt^rieur d’une cage 
d’un perroquet... Quelle heure esi-il, anyway?’ 

'll est drK) heures el demie d’un beau matin. Jack! Et e’est une 
chanson d^sique! Par Edith Piaf. qui est morte. assez jeune, 
apr6s une vie tragique!’ 

'Yeah - assassin^e par quelqu'un qui aimait ta bonne 
musique, je crois ... Merde, mais vous dtes de bonne humeur 
C8 matin. Jacques - et pourquoi?’ 

*Ma grande-tante Bemardette. eNe est aussi morte. Jack - 
e'est pourquoi.* 

'Vous chantez parce que votre great aunty est mode. 
Jacques? Ce n'est pas tr^s gentii' 

*Elle a eu quatre-vingt-douze ans. Jack. Ce n'est pas une 
trap^die* 

‘Mmm ... Une morte soudaine, j’esp^re? Pas d’une maladie 
proiongde?’ 

Tr^s soudaine. Jack. oui. Au champ de courses. Son cheval, 
il est arrive premier k dnquanle to one - et le choc, h^s. c*6- 
lait trop. Ses mots finals - apr^s qu'elle a pris une demi^re drag 
sur son dgare - ils etaient: "Je ne regrette rien. Dorviez mes win¬ 
nings k mon grarxFneveu favori Jacques, il est un bon garpon.”' 

‘Non! Vraiment? C'est trds touchant. Jacques. Pardon, je suis 
tout 8 coup un peu dmotif - donnez moi un Kleenex, vke! 

te void. Je suis ddsol6. really. Mats j’ai un probl^me. Jack - 
je n’ai aucune idAe 'ow to spend le dosh. Je voudrais quelque 
chose appropriM k sa m^moire. vous comprenez?' 

‘Chantez pour moi une de vos chansons charmantes d* Edith 
Piaf, Jacques, et je vais y rdfl^chir... Ah. bien sur - ‘ow about 
une autre bon run ashore?* 
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Author calls 
on namesake 


Princess 


• Red, blue and white: HMS Kent sails under the Blue Ensign before she was accepted Into the Navy. 


AN EARLY visitor to HMS 
Kent was the author 
Douglas Reeman - who 
also writes under the pen 
name Alexander Kent. 

Reeman presented the 
frigate’s fledaling library 
with copies of books writ¬ 
ten under his own name, 
featuring 20th century 
Naval stories, as well as the 
Bolitho series, set in 
Napoleonic times. 

The writer was welcomed 
on board by Cdr John 
Clink, the Commanding 
Officer of the frigate. 


pays visit 
to her Duke 


sponsor Princess 
who launched HMS 


All Change for fpigate 


IT I IAS been a case of all 
change for HMS Kcnl in her 
short life - c*ulminating in a 
hectic week of high-profile 
activities. 

The first major warship to join 
the Fleet in the new Millennium. 
Kent has been undergoii^ inten¬ 
sive training with Flag Officer Sea 
Training in Dcvonpttrt. 

But she was back in Portsmouth 
for her commissioning, and was 
able to undertake a ciHiplc of addi¬ 
tional tasks as well. 

She hosted a party of civic digni¬ 
taries and guests in SiHithampton 
during the city’s Scawings 2(X)() fes¬ 
tival. celebrating the urea’s hcr- 
ilaj^* in maritime aircraft. 

The short trip to Southampton 
wiui an attractive pniposilion to the 
ship's company as it gave them a 
valuable mini-shakcdown. 

At around the same time the 
first shots were being filmed by 
camera ctcws from Bu 2 al. who pro¬ 
duce the Oitmgmg RtHtins pro¬ 
gramme for BBT TV 


Presenters Anna Ryder- 
Richardson and IJnda Barker were 
tasked with altering (he Irsing 
sp;ice in two Junior rales’ messes - 
Sandwich, a mess for 18 women, 
and Margate, used by 42 men. 

The twii riHims were out of 
bounds during filming. althiHigh 
the associated sleeping ijuarters 
exmlinued to be used. 

The chief architects of the 
changes were LPT Nell 
Howe. MEM Taff Thomas, 
WSTD Louise Bawden and 
WMEM Emma Grant, 
although, as the ship’s pub¬ 
lic relations officer Cdr Lee 
Heritage pointed out, there 
were some fairly strict rules. 

**The messes arc U-sed by a fair 
number of people, so there was no 
question of anything outlandish 
iKing done." said Cdr Heritage. 

'‘In one case, there could be .KIB- 
4tX) people over the next few years, 
who would have to IK'c with the 
amsequcnccs. 

“And there were also strict rules 
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over material, which had to be 
agreed and supplied hv the 
^miralty - no use of Mf^F* for 
example, and no alterations which 
would affect equipment." 

ITie men ended up with a 5fis- 
slyle American diner, and the 
women’s mess was civen a bOs feel. 

The final result will not be 
shtTwn on teles'ision for ses'cral 
months, but a Navy spokeswoman 
said she understiMid (hat. on biiF 
ancc. the cxcrci.se was deemed a 
success. 

“The ship’s company as a wh«)le 
enjoyed (nc project and arc 


plea.scd with the results." the 
spokeswennan said. 

“But it is inevitable that the fin¬ 
ished designs won't appeal to every 
single nK*mlvr of the messes." 

Meanwhile, as filming contin¬ 
ued. preparations were nearing 
ci>mpletkm for the ship's commis¬ 
sioning ceremony on the new 
Victory Jetty. 

■ TIk frigate is believed to be the 
first warship to have sailed umler 
all three ensigas - red when she 
left (he builders, blue under new 
Ckivcrnmeni rules before she was 
handed over to the Navy, and 


white when she was accepted by 
the Admiralty. 

.She is al.so one of only two 
“royal" l>ukc-cla.ss ships. 

The Duke of Kent is a member 
of the Royal Family, as is the Duke 
of Lancaster - one of the Queen’s 
official titles. 


SHIPS 
Alexandra. 

Kent two years ago. returned to 
the frigate for the cximmissioning 
ceremony. 

The traditional commissioning 
cake was cut by Mrs Jacqueline 
C’link. wife of the ship's 
C'ommanding Officer, Cdr John 
Clink, and (he youngest rating. 17- 
yearndd MF:M CTiiis IVden. 

11ie following day saw the ship 
briefly at sea for Families Day. 
when children were entertained by 
a sca-going ckiwn. Crazy Spice. 

Ihe frigate, the 14th of lier class 
of Ih. now faces a series of 
weapons trials and (raining which 
will sec her ready to undertake her 
first deployment by Ihe latter part 
of next year. 

Betorc that she has a number of 
other engagements, including an 
appearance at the Dutch Na \7 
Days in l>:n Helder, fn>m July 14- 
17, and a visit to the northern 
Spiinish city of Santander later in 
the month - the first foreign visits 
l>y the ship. 


City firefighters 
revive old custom 


Sailors stroll down 
the Old Kent Road 


ALTHOUGH HMS Kent is a 
Diikc-class ship. rM>l a Counly- 
tia.s.s, she has still developed 
strong lies wilh the Garden of 
England. 

She has affiliations with Kent 
County Couneil, and with the Kent 
County Aviociulitm. which gKcs 
her wide .scope for becoming 
involved in communities across the 
anility. 

As an ackmiwlcdgemcnt i>f the 
county's traditions, (he frigate 
sported a 4ft sprig of tudmoak on 
her foremast - a practice which 
dates b;ick hundreds of years for 
vessels plying the Medway. 

However, it wiis not felt appro¬ 
priate to revive another old cus¬ 
tom, of painting the btiws green - 
not even with the Chrjngmg Rfff/ms 
team on hoard. 

Another tradition - of naming 
the main thoroughfares on the ship 
- was achieved with the help of the 
Borough of !iouthwark in Umdon. 

While he was Senior Naval 
Officer of the new ship - essential¬ 
ly the Commanding Officer while 
she was in build - Cdr Lee 
Heritage niHiccd a picture of the 
previous HMS Kent which showed 
an Old Kent Road sign being 
unveiled on board. 

Cdr Heritage contacted (he 
Mayor of Southwark at the time. 
Cllr Charles C'hcrrill. who donated 
Old Kcnl Road and New Kcnl 
Roiid signs, and visited the sliip in 
hmsmouth to see the signs in 
place. 

The Commanding Officer of 


HMS Kent, Cdr John Clink, said: 
“It's important to maintain the 
links ami a.ssoctalion.s that our pre¬ 
decessor had. 

“My ship’s aimpatiy don’t just 
go along 2 Deck any nuire. 

“T'hcy walk along the Old Kent 
Road, which docs make a differ¬ 
ence." 


FIREFIGHTERS from a 
Southampton fire station 
have revived an old tradition 
of exchanging plaques with 
ships visiting Southampton - 
and HMS Kent was the first 
ship to participate. 

Firecrews from the St 
Mary's station, who provide 
fire and rescue services for 
ships alongside or In the 
Solent area, visited the Type 
23 frigate. 

CPO Andy Gatherer, in 
charge of the ship's firefight¬ 
ing teams, gave the crews a 


guided tour, Including a look 
at firefighting and damage 
control equipment. 

Andy said: "Fire on board 
any ship can have cata¬ 
strophic consequences, and 
it is reassuring to know we 
have Hampshire Fire and 
Rescue Service ready to pro¬ 
vide assistance while we are 
alongside." 

The plaque from HMS Kent 
will Join the fire station's 
extensive collection, which 
Includes items from HMS 
Hood, RMS Queen Mary. 
Canb^a and the QE2. 


• Sign of the times: The Mayor and Mayoress of Southwark, Charles arrd Josle Chenill, with the 
Mayor's persona! assistant Sonia Sutton, on board HMS Kent in Portsmouth, 
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I F THE Royal Navy is involved in an operation some¬ 
where in the world, the chances are that a ship of the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary will also be there. 


And one RFA ship which has 
been in the thick of the action 
is Fort Austin, recently with 
the Amphibious Rcacty Group 
off the coast of Sierra Leone. 

Fort Austin's role is to replenish 
Royal Nuvy ships - and warships of 
allies If necessary - with dry stores 
such as food, spare parts and 
ammunition. 

This is normally achieved while 
both ships arc under w'ay asing a 
RAS (rcpicnbhmcnt at sea) rig. 
based on a heavy jackstay. 

Fort Austin and her -custivfncr" 
steam side-by-side while the stores 
arc transferred by cable, a complex 
and skilled task made even more 
difficult when the manoeuvre must 
he doFK in potir weather or at 
night. 

llic size of the ship’s company 
varies, depending on her particular 
role, hut in general it comprises 
105 officers and ratings from the 


BATTLE 

HONOUR 


South Atlantic ...1982 


RFA - all civilians - 30 more civil¬ 
ians from the RNSTS (Roy^ Naval 
Supply and Transport Service) and 
up to 45 members of the Royal 
Navy, if a flight of helicopters from 
a Naval Air Squadron is embarked 

Fort Austin has hangar space for 
four aiaTaft up to the size of a Sea 
King. She is filled with a large con¬ 
ventional flight deck aft, and an 
auxiliary flight deck on top of the 
hangar. 

She is thus regarded by Navy 
programmers as a ‘force multipir- 
cr', operating independently as an 
additional helicopter carrier, and 
thus has considcrahlc input in anti¬ 
submarine or amphibious assault 
rolc,s. 


Facts and figures 


Class: Auxiliary Fleet Support 
Helicopter (Stores Ship) 
Pennant number: A386 
Builder: Scotts 
Launched: March 9.1978 
Commissioned: May 11.1979 
Displacement: 23,482 tonnes 
full load 

Length: 185.1 metres 
Beam: 24 metres 


Draught: 9 metres 
Speed: 22 knots 
Lloyds Classification: 
-I-100A1 Ice Class 3 
Complement: 1D5 plus 30 
civilian supply staff plus up to 
45 RN 

Main machinery: One Sulzer 
8 RND90 diesel, one shaft; 
bow thrusters 


Radars: Navigation; Kelvin 
Hughes Type 1007; Lband 
Weapons: Oerlikon 20mm 
guns. 7.62mm machine guns 
Cargo capacity: 3,500 
tonnes armament, naval and 
victualling stores in four holds 
Aircraft: Hangar space for up 
to four Sea Kings 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 45 


Short 184 

AS WITH the Swordfish in Worid War II. 
the Short 1B4 was a torpedo bomber 
which was noted for its sturdiness and 
reliability In almost every theatre of the 
Kaiser's war. 

It became the first aircraft in the world to 
sink an enemy ship at sea by torpedo: on 
August 12, 1915, during the Dardanelles cam¬ 
paign, a 184 torpedoed and sank a Turkish 
ship in the Quit of Xeros. Five days later the 
pilot. Cdr C. H. K. Edmonds, repeated the feat 
by torpedoing a large steamer. 

Pioneering advocate of the concept of air- 
laurvched torpedo attack, Commodore Murray 
Sueter, was behind the creation of the 184. 

A 14in Whitehead torpedo was dropped 
from a Short seaplane in an experiment days 
before the outbreak of war. Fie discussed his 
plans with Short Brothers, which resulted in 
the 184 powered, at first, by a 225hp Sunbeam 
engine. 

More than 650 Short 184$ were built, and in 


Seaplane 

home waters took part in a niaht bombina raid 
on Ostend and Zeebrugge and conducted anti¬ 
submarine patrols. In another pioneering sor¬ 
tie, Lt F. J. Rutland flew from the seaplane car¬ 
rier HMS Engadine and, under fire, reported 
the position of enemy ships to Beatty s battle¬ 
cruisers during the Battle of Jutland. 

The ubiquitous seaplanes also served in the 
Mediterranean, the Aegean, the Red Sea and 
Mesopotamia, and served with 12 seaplane 
carriers. 

The Short 184’s engine was progressively 
increased in power, up to 275hp, 300 of the air¬ 
craft still being in service by the end of the 
war. 

Performance, with a 260hp Sunbeam 
engine, was 88mph at 2.000ft to which the 184 
could climb in 8.5 minutes. Endurance was 
2.75 hours and service ceiling was 9,000ft. Up 
to 5201b bombs could be carried instead of a 
torpedo, and the observer in the two-seat air¬ 
craft was armed with a flexibly-mounted Lewis 
machine-gun. 
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• Flying operations: Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary store ship Fort 
Austin with Royal Navy Sea 
King in attendance. 

The hclicoptcrx and flight deck 
facilities can also be u.scd as part of 
the replenishment procedure, 
using Sea Kings as flying cranes to 
ferry supplies from ship to shin. 

This Ls known as a VERI REP 
(vertical replenishment), and 
means several ships can he re¬ 
stored at one time without the 
need for them to draw alongside. 

Completed in 1979, RF’A Fort 
Austin won a Baltic Honour in the 
Falklands War. and also served 
during the Gulf War. 

More recently she operated 
extensively with units of the Royal 
Navy in the Adriatic, in support of 
United Nations and NATO activi¬ 
ties in former Yugoslavia. 


Westbury are building luxury 
2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes 
in the following areas: 
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Tony ntust 
return 

IN 11 IE Miiit on Stnkitiy there w;i?» 
a rcjxjri ihai Tony Wong, one of 
our nc^t known iauntlrymcn^ ts not 
able to ^in UK dtizenshm after 
almoisi 31) years" sc A'ice to the RN. 

This man has setftcssly dcvotcif 
his whole life in the scnice of his 
Nas'y shininates. he has never 
serc/unuco from the state* has 
married an English woman and 
settled with his daughter in 
Plymouth. He even served at war* 
during the Ealklands ctmflict in 
1982. 

Many trf vour readers will Ix' 
disiipptiimcfi to hear that Tony 
now- has lo return to Hong Kong. 
- CROMA Kevin Mitchelf 

H has since been reported that 
Mr Wong has won a 12^fTionth 
reprieve, - £d 

Song of 
Aconit 


THE LETTER on FES Aconit 
(April issue) brought back a 
poignant niemon' for me. 

On March 14* 1943 I w;js a 
young OD in HMS Middleton, 
rcojntly arrived at GourtKk from 
Scapa, where we were ordered to 
take Aeonil's lines as she came 
alongside the jciiy. 

She had patently been in action 
as her stem was bent back - from 
the ramming of U*432. No sotmer 
had she secured than a group of 
blindfolded U-boat survivors W'crc 
bundled onto the deck from a 
hatch and hustled ashore with 
scant ceremony. 

A short while later a eaplcss RN 
officer and a handful of ratings left 
the ship and quietly a.ssemhled on 
the quay - the pitifully few' 
survivors of M.MS Harvxsier. - M* 
Alston. Maidenhead, 


rME LASniT rating aNuird the 
Aetmii was English - Buck Kyan* 1 
hciievc. He joined our ship HMS 
Myos^itis s<Km after. 

He was then notified that he 
had been awarded the CToix dc 
Ciuerre and DSM hu his part in 
tnc sinking of the two submarines. 

I ic taught me the current 
l-rench hit T'het-cn-Urei' which 
we would sing together at the 
licet Club in ^iicxandria. - G. W, 
Huff* Burnham^in-Crouch. Es,sex. 


Quite correctly* Bernard 
Cornwell makes mention of 
General Don Miguel dc Alava* 
but there is in fact one other, 
not a stildier nor a sailor, hut a 
Royal Marine. 

He was Lt Gen Thomas 
Wearing* Royal Marine Light 
Infantry'. At Frafalgar Wearing 
served a.s a 2nd Uculcnant aboard 
HMS Conqueror* 74 guns* and 
during her engagement with the 
French flagship Buceniaurc he was 
wounded. HMS Conqueror went 
on to play a prominent role as the 
battle progressed* and at the 
terminaliiin of I be action she took 
the Bueentaure as a prt/c in tow. 
During the great storm that 
followed the ha tile mttsi of the 
prbes were Iml* Bueentaure lH;ing 
one of them. 

After Trafalgar Wearing was 
consianilv employed at sea in a 
variety of ships. V^^hilst still serv'ing 
in IIMS C onuueror, Wearing 
panrcipated in tne landing of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley's expoduronim 
torcc at the mouth of the Monde go 
river in Portugal on August I* IKlhi. 


apolct 

escape from Elba that Weanng 
completed an historic "^double , 
when he was employed in carrying 
despatches from I he Fleet to the 
Duke of Wellington* arriving on 
the field of Waterloo on the 
evening of June 18* 1815* 

Wearing died on May 19* 1863 in 
his 75ih vear. having reached the 
rank of Lieutenant General and 
still on full pay* 1 Ic is buried in the 
cemetery of St Marychurch Parish 
Church*"Torouay* I>e\'on. His story 
is to he found in The Journal of the 
Orders and Medals Research 


Stxietv, Winter 1998* Vol *37, No 4. 

R. Lamb, Buckfastleigh, South 
Devon. 


Letters to the Editor 
should always be 
accompanied by the 
correspondenVs name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for pubiication, 
emaii correspondents 
are aiso requested to 
provide this information 


Sitting ducks 
that were 
missed by 
the media 


OUR Association held a dcdicatton ceremony of a memorial to 
all those wIki lost their lives serving in the Algcrinc-ckis.s Reet 
minesweepers who swept the way for every- invasion of World War 
11 from D-Dav onwards in all the theatres of w-ar. 


REGARDING **Sharpe's Trafalgar'' (May issue), in your review of the novel you ask if 
any other men served at Both Trafalgar and Waterloo.^ 


ITiis was igni>red by the mod in 
{though not hy j\my /Vnvx. ^ee June 
iyute » Ed). \ ant aware that there 
were other sweepers at work all 
over the place hut the Algerines 
were the largest class hy far (IIII 
ships) and the mi»st successful. I 
hear talk of the “Forgotten I ■leer' 
and I now know how^ they feel. 
'ITicy seem to he the “Forgotten 
Ships" and yet no one dared enter 
mined area,s until they had lx:en in 
and cleared those naslv round 
black explosive things laiit in their 
thous;mds by the enemy. 

Plea.se remember the 
minesweepers who lipioed in* 
wailing to he shot at and not able 
to lurn and run because of 
sweeping gear being towed at slow 
speed. 

We were sitting ducks at all 
times with no protection other 
than a four inch gun and four 
Oerlikons or Bofors and no 
armour plating. Some of the other 
cla.sses had even less! 

Our memorial at Governors 
Green* Ptinsmouth. with 12 trees 
for the 12 wartime Algerine 
ftotillas and the stone at Port 
Edgar on the site of HMS 
Dxhinvar will remember all tln>sc 
whti died in minesweepers* hut tt> 
he ignored hurts! 

— R* Altum, c.vHMS Bramble, 
Whitchurch, I tanks 

Inspired by 
grandad 

I READ with interest in my 
youngest son"s copy of Naiy News 
an article on the World War II 
destroyer HMS Kipling* 

Mv father, David Wilkinson, 
servcii as a lieutenant under Capt 
Sir Aubrey St Clair-Ford in the 
ship's latter da)^* After she wa.s 
sunk he was rescued by HMS 
Kelly* having been in the sea for 
several hours. 

At the age of 8<> he still enjoys 


telling stories about his time in the 
Royal Navy and as a result of his 
reminiscences mv son has decided 
on a career in the Na\y, once he 
ha,s graduated from Warwick 
University where lie is reading 
Chemistry, 

I do hope that you exmtinue to 
publish articles on past events* jis 
there is certainly one octogenarian 
and a teenager w hti enjoy reading 
your paper and in particular 
articlc.s concerning World War IL - 
Mrs J* Hall, Bridgnorth. 
Shropshire* 

ChBsrs, 

Nancy! 

Tl H* LETTER ahtmi Lady A.stor 
(April edition) ttxrk me hack to 
the same year when* in Naval 
uniform* at a charity show* 1 bid 
against Nancy to win a basket of 
straw-berries. 

'Fhai same evening at a dance in 
the PR-mouth Guildhall* I was 
shocked by the loud voice of 
Nancy Asior announcing “ITiere's 
the rogue that stole my 
strawberries!” 

I became the centre of the hu.sh, 
with all eyes upon me* 

Tile Avtors were an a.sset to 
Plymouth* They built a large 
miKlern working class housing 
complex ckise to w here I lived* but 
there was not a single pub in the 
area* Nancy was strongly opposed 
to drink. Unknowingly* she was a 
great friend to our family, in that 
we owned the only licensed 
in the area - an off- 


iiccnce. 

Incidentally* Lady A.stor w-as 
nut the first woman MP in Britain* 
but she wa.s the first to take her 
seal. The first elected was 
Countess Con.stance Markievicz in 
1916. She wa.s an Irish Sinn Feiner, 
wht> with others refused to go to 
Parliament, - Harry JenRins, 
Victoria, British Columbia. 
Canada, 
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I was Chaplet's mystery egg poacher 


SOMETHING has been 
playing on my mind for 
many years and I would 
like to get it off my chest 
It concerns an incident 
aboard HMS Chaplet 
(pictured below) during 
“Cyprus Patror* duties. The 
exact date I cannot 
remember* I was on more 
than one occasion seen In 
the galley boiling an egg for 
my breakfast. I was asked 


by my junior R*E,M* as to 
where I managed to procure 
the said egg* I had been 
quietly and secretly 

obtaining the cackleberrtes 
from the Wardroom fridge 
which was situated on a 
small flat by the E*M*R* 
room* 

The fridge did have a 
strop with a padlock around 
It to foil any would-be ''help 
yourself bosuns'' from 


hijacking the contents 
which were unsuitable lor 
lower ranks. However* the 
door could still be opened, 
just enough to be able to 
filch an egg now and then. 

As a rating of some 
cunning learned from a 
noble three-badge Dabtoe 
name of Dinger Bell, t 
realised that these 
cackleberiies would sooner 
or later be missed. I had 






refused to tell of how and 
where I got them many 
times, but an Inner voice 
whispered that it was time 
to call It a day. I decidcKJ to 
disclose the secret of the 
egg poaching to my junior 
shipmate* Eric Jupp, in 
return for a couple of tots. 

Eric should be thankful to 
me for the enlightenment he 
duly received as a great 
hairy hand locked on to his 
one, which was protruding 
through the very same 
scuttle I had been accessing 
the eggs from! 

The plan had worked* 1 
got the eggs* he got egg all 
over his face! I would like to 
apologise to you Eric* if you 
read this letter mate* for the 
dastardly trick I played on 

r ou* I beg your forgiveness. 

will now be able to sleep 
peacefully In my pit at night* 
having unburdened my 
guilt. » D. Broadbent. 
uhristchurch^ New Zealand 
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PLENDID'S STORY NEDS TEUING AGAIN 


IN a Radio 4 programme on Remembrance Day 1999 
the BBC boarcast without my knowledge, let alone 
concurrence, my description of the depth-charging of 
HM submarine Splendid in the Mediterranean in 1943. 

Without saying so, it was read by an actor, and the impres¬ 
sion given that I, the submarine's captain, was taking part in, 
and was therefore a party to and approved of the programme. 

The presenter then stated, falsely, that the crew survived, 
when in fact 18 out of the 48 of us were killed or moratlly 
wounded by gunfire from the German destroyer Hermes. 

Given that the purpose of Remembrance Day is to honour 
those who gave their lives in war, it was grossly insensitive of 
the BBC to select for mention a submarine's crew who sur¬ 
vived, although in reality not all of us did, a truth known to any 
of the relatives or friends both of those lost and of the sur¬ 
vivors who may mave heard the broadcast. - Vice Admiral Sir 
Ian McGeoch. Bury St Edmunds 
• From Navy News* fifes: HMS Splendid with (inset) her CO, 
Lt Ian McGeoch, front row, fouth left and his crew, 18 of 
whom were killed when the boat was attacked by the German 
destroyer Hermes. The rest were taken prisoner ~ McGeoch 
later escaping through Italy, Switzerland, occupied France 
(with the help of the 
Gibraltar. 


le French Resistance) and Spain to 


Wrecks still 
easy target 
for ‘sports 
divers’ 


WITH KI-FER|{NCE to **A7 sub theft caution’* (May issue), i 
should like to clear up one or two ksues. lest the public be misled 
by the aimmcnts of the MOD. 


To begin with, the dKcr men¬ 
tioned. under current iaw> 
legally entitled to removt; the com¬ 
pass binnacle (or any other items) 
from the submitrine. 

Truth be known, it was only 
.iftcr removing the item and not 
reponing his find to the Receiver 
of Wrcxks that he left himself open 
for prosecution. In reality, at pre¬ 
sent any diver can remove any' 
artefact from any undersea ^^/hr 
Grave witiuiut amtravening our 
present wholly uns;itisfactor>' mar¬ 
itime laws. 

Nevertheless, there is legisla¬ 
tion available to curtail such 
.ictions of British Nationals, 
though sadly, at this juncture, it is 
^thering dust in some dark cup- 
K>ard within the confines of 
MOD. 

This protection, known as the 
Protection of Military Remains 
/\ct was rather misleadingly 
mentioned by a spokesperson for 
the MOD. claiming that A7 fell 
under this Act. 

t wish to put the rcaird straight 
on this point* the public must be 
aware that since the /\cfs incep¬ 
tion 111 .September IWb not imk 
military vessel has been designat¬ 
ed for protection under it. 

Recently, the Prince of W^lcs 
and RepuKe Surv'ivors AsstKiation 
received news that another pri>- 
peller has been remuved/stolcn 
from the battlecruiser (one was 
also stolen in the 1970$. two 
remain). ConsequentK the current 
situation of lack of protection 
and/or respect for undersea War 
Graves was aptly described bv 
Marion McQuaidc of the MOb 
during an interview in the May 
edition of Diver magazine. 

When a.skcd to cite examples of 
major Naval wrecks that have been 
disturbed, she is quoted as stating: 
**lt b more a ease of naming the 
few that haven't been." 

All of this has led to the 
Association deciding to make a 
formal application to the MOD 
for their ^ips to be considered for 
protection under the 1986 Act. 

I strongly implore other associa¬ 
tions to folW their lead. It b time 
to call a halt to some sports divers* 
deplorable actions. - Alan 
Matthews, Member of Friends of 
War Memorials and associate 
member of Prince of Wales and 
Repulse Survivors Association. 


Little Ship 
tribute 

To thf First Sra Ijtrd. Adniirul Sir 
Miduiei Boyce: 

AS you arc no doubt aware, the 
60th Annivcrsaiy Return of the 
Little Ships to'Dunkirk would 
appear to nav'e been a great suc¬ 
cess. 

As I said in mv brivadcasl to 
I IMS Somerset anJ the rest of the 
fleet as we approached Ramsgate 
on Monikiy, June 5. it would have 
been impossible for us even to 
contemplate that venture without 
the supjKirt of the Rmal Navy . 

HMS StTmcrsel. Puncher' and 
Da.shcr (the latter two fa.st patrol 
craft manned bv university stu¬ 
dents) cxecutcJ their difficult 
roles impeccably, thereby earning 
the unqualified gratitude and 
admiration of everyone at sea in 
our ADliv flotilla. 

In his reply to my broadcast. 
Cdr Paddy Me Alpine was Kind 
enough to say that he. his officers 
and ship's company and those of 
the other warships had engwed 
our company. 

The tour dc force came when, in 
her final farewell off Ramsgate. 
HMS Somerset fired us a saTutc. 
Frankly I was deeply moved. 
Please accept from all my friends 
of this Association our deep 
.mprcciation and gratitude. - 
Raymond Baxter, lion Admiral. 
ADLS. Hcnley-on l hamcs. 

Mere! 

bien 

MAY I say how much I enjoy the 
Jack Cl Jacques column? 

"Enjoy” IS an understatement. I 
turn to it as soon as the paper 
arrives, anticipating a jolly good 
laugh! 

Long may the writer continue to 
entertain, combining Franglab 
with the much-loved sailor's 
humour. 

My grand.son eaecriy awaits hb 
Gang Plank Club news each 
month so wc arc both well pleased. 
Thank you! ~ Margaret Marks, 
Bromborough, Wirral. 



Letters 




Chinese 
puzzler 
from Bill 

SEVERAL times I have 
guessed your 'Mystery 
Ship’ - here's one of my 
own to puzzle your reaa- 
ers. Some clues - she’s 
French, at Shanghai 
1934-37. - Bill Simmons. 
Roayth 


Man of 
Lewis, 
man of 
action 

THERE can be few 
matelots who saw so 
much war action at sea 
as Roderick MacLeod, of 
the Isle ol Lewis, 
Western Isles. 

It would appear he 
joined the Navy around 
1885. In 1892 he was in 
HMS Hyacinth when she 
made the 63-day pas¬ 
sage, under sail, from 
Coquimbo to Esquimau. 
I believe she was the last 
British warship under 
sail. 

In 1896 he was in 
action in Crete during 
the Turkish conflict; In 
1898, in action in Egypt 
during the Khartoum 
campaign; In 1900, In 
action in China during 
the Boxer Rebellion; In 
action in South Africa 
during the Boer War; and 
in World War I he was 
gunnery Instructor In the 
auxiliary cruiser HMS 
Orama. 

I believe this ship had 
80 Islands Naval 
Reservists In her com¬ 
plement. 

In World War II, 
Roderick served in the 
Royal Navy and 
Merchant Navy. For his 
service he received a 
special certificate from 
Admiral Sir Max Horton, 
Commander-In-Chief 
Western Approaches. - 
Donald J. MacLeod (no 
relation). Bridge of Don, 
Aberdeen 
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Navy veterans signal 
intent over Enigma film 


NAVY veterans have approached a 
cinema chain to ensure moviegoers 
get the correct facts about the cap¬ 
ture of Enigma material. 

Members of Beccles branch of the 
Royal Naval Association were disappoint¬ 
ed that the Hollywood film U»S71 deleted 
Americans snatching a German Enigma 
device, as the vital events on which the 
film is based involved RN vessels. 

The only incident involving Americans 
took place In 1944, and had no significant 
effect on the war effort. 

At present, the only reference to 
America's allies In the film is a credit at 
the end, "by which time most people will 
have left the cinema and will not, there¬ 
fore, see It," said Beccles branch secre¬ 
tary Geoff Richards. 

They have asked Odeon Cinemas to 
protect a message before each screening 
of the film, outlining Royal Navy involve¬ 
ment in the actual events. 

Navy News was unable to obtain a com¬ 


ment from Odeon Cinemas. 

■ One of he real-life RN Enignta code 
heroes - as opposed to the Am^can por¬ 
trayed in U-571 - is the subject of a com¬ 
memorative plate ordered by his home¬ 
town newspaper, the Tamworth Herald, 
AB Cdin Grazier, who died while recov¬ 
ering the vital codes from the sinking U- 
559 In 1942, was awarded a George Cross. 

Proceeds from the sale of the plate will 
go towards a fund set up to erect a per¬ 
manent memorial to him in Tamworth. 
which was publicised in the January 
issue of Navy News. 

The memorial will also commemorate 
the two others who boarded the U-boat 
from destroyer HMS Petard - Lt Anthony 
Fasson, who died with Grazier, and Naafi 
canteen assistant Tommy Brown. 

The plate Is available at £20 Inc pp in 
the UK, £25 overseas, and is available by 
ringing the Tamworth Herald on 01827 
S48586. 


• All la revealed: The Duke of Edinburgh and French Secretary of State 
Jean-Pierre Massaret unveil the memorial at Oulstreham. 


• New bridge: HMS Exeter passes through the new Pegasus Bridge near 
Ouistreham, Normandy, on its way to participate In the unveiling of the 
memorial to Royal Navy and Royal Marines D-Day landing craft crew. 


Dunkirk nriracl? 


Last remkidep nf 


H MS SOMERSET made a 
little bit of history when she 
acted as guardship for the 
final official ceremonies to com¬ 
memorate the Dunkirk evacua¬ 
tion 60 years ago. 

The Type 23 frigate shepherded the 
Association of Dunkirk Little Ships 
across a placid Channel to take pride 
of place in Dunkirk, assisted bv patrol 
boats HM ships Puncher and Dasher. 

The flotilla of 58 Link Ships made a 
truublc-frcc crossing of the busy traffic 
separation lanes, as merchantmen gave 
way or altered course as a mark of rcspccn. 
O^rhead. the sound of a Spitfire added to 
the sense of nostalgia. 

On arrival in Dunkirk, Somerset hosted 
an official reception, with guests including 
Winid V^r II veterans and then she was 
opened to the public, attracting almost 
3,000 visitors in a two-hour period. 

On the following day, the frigate 
anchored off the beaches of Dunkirk a 
service of remembrance was held, while 
the Little Ships formed up in a circle. 

Cdr Paddy McAipinc. the Commanding 
Officer of HMS Somerset, laid a wreath 
during the service, and LS Shunc Ludden 
laid flowers given to him by Miss Ethel 
Puckett on behalf of herself, her brother 
Charles, and members of her family, in 
memory of Ethel and Cliarlcs* father .AB 
Charles Puckett, who was killed on board 
the Admiralty tug I IMS .St Abbs on June 1, 
1940. us it femed troops from the beaches 
to the bigger ships. 

On completion of the ceremonies, 
attended by the Prince nf Wales, the I Jlllc 
Ships rctufrK'd to England. I'hc Dunkirk 
Veterans AssiK'iation decided this would 
be the lust official ceremony under their 
auspice's, us the nR*mhcrship is growing 
UKi old lo maintain the annual pilgrimage. 

Cdr McAlpinc said: "The combined si/c 
of this flotilla equates to the world's 
largest sujKrtankcT, and my job was lo see 
them s;ifcly across one of the world's 
busiest shipping lanes. 

"This is not a task you undertake light¬ 
ly. but with the advanced command and 
control systems in Somerset, it was a task 
well within our capability. 

"It was an honour for me to escort this 
historic flotilla: their role in the evacuation 
of Dunkirk will never be forgotten by our 
anintry. 

"I’hc efforts of the Royal Navy of 60 
years ago arc an inspiration to today's 
m«Kkm Royal Navy, and wc will always be 
in debt lo them.** 

The presence L>f a Royal Navy warship 
standing off the coast exactly 60 years on 
from the evacuation of the British 
Expeditionary Force and allies was a 
reminder of the crucial role played by 
Navy personnel and vessels in the 
"Dunkirk miracle". 

Miraclc-workcr-in-chicf was Rear 
Admiral, later Admiral Sir Bertram 
Ramsay, Rag Officer Dover, in 1940, who 
within a matter of days found himself co¬ 
ordinating a force of more than 900 vessels 


in what became Operation Dynamo, 
named for the former ^wscr-station cham¬ 
ber in the While Cliffs of Dover which had 
by the Scamd World War bcavmc a con¬ 
ference room. 

With more than 40n,ntl0 trcxips trapped 
around the port of Dunkirk, under inces¬ 
sant attack by land and air. Operation 
Dynamic got off to an inauspicious start, 
wuh fewer lhan 8,000 troops evacuated on 
the first day - planners believed a total of 
45,000 men could realistically be expected 
to he spirited away in two days before the 
defence of the cnclav'c was overwhelmed. 

But despite the immease risk, smaller 
boats - drawn from harbours as far apart 
as Ptirtsnxiulh and Dmdon - plied hack 
and forth from the beaches to the bigger 
ships, and the bigger ships crossed and 
rccrosscd the Channel, seeding up the 
evacuation by comii^ alongside the rick¬ 
ety* wooden mole in ^nkirk Harbour. 

On one day alone - May 31, the sixth d^ 
of Operation Dynamo, almost 70.000 
troops were lifted, and (he only way such 
large numbers could he moved 
was throush overloading of 
ships; one l3c of Wight ferry wa.s 
estimated lo have carried more 
lhan 2.500, and destroyers were 
to l.OOt) soldiers. 


ships in both defensive and troop-carrying 
roles cannot be understated - for example, 
the old destroyer HMS Sabre managed ten 
return trips and transported some 5,<NM) 
soldiers. 

The rescued army was exhausted and 
missing most of its equipment, and as 
Churchill said: "Wars arc mil won by evac¬ 
uations." hut the fillip to morale was a key 
factors in the waging of (he war. 

Ramsay went on to help miLstermind the 
return of the Allies hi France in Operation 
Neptune, the maritime element of the 
Normandy Landings, hut died in an air 
crash before the end of the war. 

■ While cn route to the Dunkirk cere- 
mimics. HMS Simicrsci came to the aid of 
a^cht which was taking on w-atcr in the 
CnanncI off Cherbourg. 

■ HMS Chatham was present in Toulon to 
witness the winding up of the Free French 
Naval Association. Officers from the 
frigate joined Frcncti and British veterans 
at an otficial reception. 

■ Letters - page 7. 


Memorial honours 
the unsung heroes 


THE DUKE of Edinburgh has un¬ 
veiled a new memorial to honour 
the Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
personnel who manned the landing 
craft during the Normandy landings. 

Type 42 destroyer HMS Exeter 
took part In the ceremonies, provid¬ 
ing a Royal Guard for Prince Philip 
before he unveiled the memorial, 
watched by around 1,000 veterans. 

A French military guard, a veter¬ 
ans guard and a Royal Marinas 
band also took part. 

The majority of the 156,000 Allied 
troops landed on the Normandy 
beaches on D-Day were transported 


In more than 4,000 landing craft, 
barges and ships. 

At the height of the operation, in 
June 1944, more than 100,000 offi¬ 
cers and ratings worked In this spe¬ 
cialist branch of the Navy. 

Maurice Hillebrandt, from Devon, 
was a driving force behind the 
memorial - a six-ton block of gran¬ 
ite sculpted near Truro and ferried 
to France in a RM landing craft. 

"I was delighted that the event 
was attended by so many of the vet¬ 
erans, and It was a wondarful occa¬ 
sion to have the men of the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marinas remem¬ 
bered In such a way,'* he said. 


picking up sur- 
* by the 
raids 


taking on up 
sometimes ny 
vivors from shfps .sunk 
bombardments and air 
which raged throughout. 

■he risk was us great lo the 
Navy as a fighting entity as 
it was lo indmduals - the 
Admiralty a.s.signed 38 RN 
destroyers to cover Operation 
D> nami». simik 20 per ccni of the 
av'ailahle force, as well its the 
cruiser HMS Calcutta, nearly 
too minesweeping vessels, 18 
arnnrd trawlers, six corvcilcs and 
around 80 other as.sorted craft. 

The murderous amdilions 
l(H)k their toll of death, injur)' 
and distress among the men - 
the vast majority RN - who 
sailed ships of all sizes to the res¬ 
cue of the Army 

l^le of June 2, the Senior 
Naval Officer in Dunkirk. Cap! 
Tennant, who had co-ordinated 
the operation in the most dan¬ 
gerous of situations for a week, 
was able to signal lo IXwer 
Command: "BFF cvaaialcd." 

But Operation IXnamo rolled 
on for two more days, taking off 
thimsands of French trixrps who 
had helped secure the perimeter 
for so long under withering fire. 

In the end, .^38.226 troops 
were lifted from Dunkirk - 
almost 3(I9.()0II in British ships. 
Bui the action had cost six 
destroyers sunk with uniMhcr 26 
damaged, and nine of (he per- 
•amiicT carriers - mainly cross- 
Channel and Irish Sea ferries - 
had also been destroyed. 

The importance of the war- 



• Aerial display: A Spitfire salutes the Little Ships of Dunkirk as they make their way across the English Channel on their pil¬ 
grimage to Dunkirk. Accompanying them. In the background, is Type 23 frigate HMS Somerset. In the foreground Is MTB102, a 
Vosper motor torpedo boat which served with distinction In the evacuation from Dunkirk, and was one of the last vessels to leave 
as the Germans finally broke through. 






































'ynews.co.uk 


NAVY NEWS. JULY 20)0 


when you 
can’t be seen 



one month’s free 
subscription 


free connection 
saving you £35 
inc. VAT 


more inclusive talk 
time and even 
lower call charges 


available to military 
personnel, their 
friends and families 


keep in touch 
around the world 


join Orange and 
keep your existing 
mobile number 


choose from 3 free 
phones - Including 
the Nokia 321 Oe 


.T 


fj 


we re taking orders now 


0800 168 168 




^0 « VJ 


<» O 9 ^ 


Please call between 8am-10pm weekdays and 9am-5.30pm weekends, quoting NN07/00. 


Connection is subfect to status and a minimum twelve month contract. Free connection offer available on selected Talk Plans and Everyday 50 until 30 September 2000 
This offer excludes upgrades arxf monthly charges start from £15.50 on Everyday 50. All prices irK:lude VAT. All phones are subject to availability. One rTX)nth’s free 
subscription available on Everyday 50. Talk 60. 150. 500. This offer closes 31 December 2000. 


orange 










WWW, na vvnews. co, uk 



Options 


& 


/Y Ni:ws, JULY 21K)0 

Jhe Navy In The News 

More Navy In The News 



<3gl9(b 

Let 

Jim Allaway, 
Editor of 
Navy News, 
take you 
through 
forty years of 
naval history 


To order telephone: 02392 733558 
or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 



MOWTOlit. Simply writm your mesuft (£IOfor to lOwordl. 
Each «nra word £ I to ■ msKinwm ^ IS words) Send your cheque or PO 
piyible to *Navy News' ux *PWifnends\ Nwy News. HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth POI 3HH Repites to your box mim^ wtM be forwarded on 
daily. (Payment by credit cardlswitch please use coupon on pace 4 ). 


HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearirtg the advertisers box number cleerfy in the 
bottom left hand comer. The letter should then be enclosed in a second 
envelope and addressed as above. We cannot fuarantee that unstamped 
letters will be redirected. 

loeer Its 


Name:_Age:_ 

Address:______ _ 


SIIAKON 38 single wlim sinceie 
scniccmcn aged 38-45 for 
friendship. u.I.a. Box July I 
BLONI>K, blue eyed, young 36 
pretty mother, moving into Gosport, 
seeks fricml/soulmate Box July 2 
VICTORIA 34 single mum 
attractive, seeks uJI iniclligcnt man 
a.I.a Box July 3 

DIVORCKO slim, female, young 
46. seeks male penpals for 
friendship 35-f'. Box July 4 
LOKKLKI siren 42, looking for 
sailor stranded on the rocks. 
Box July 5 

LINDA 36 divorced seeks forces 
personnel for friend.\hip/ fun. 
Box July 6 

PAT' 35 would like lo hear from 
Livcrpool/Mcrscysidc sailors. 
Box July 7 

ANTONY 18 wlim females any age 
for fricndshipi/.fun/corTespondencc. 
Pholn appreciated. a.I.a Write now* 
Box July 8 

SINGLK shy female. 25, seeks shy 
male penpals for friendship. 
Box July 9 

SCOTTISH TKACHKR 38 
divorced, varied interests. Seeks 
someone honest and genuine. 
B<»x July 10 

.SARAH 27 Bubbly personality, 
seeks similar male penpal for 
fhend-ship. Box July 11 
ATTRACTIVK Filipma seeking 
honest and sincere English 
gentleman. Photo appreciated. a.l.a. 
Box July 12 

1965 FEMALE. Blonde, slim, n-cks 
1955-1965 penpal. phofo 
appreciated. Box July 13 
SLIM, attractive, female 26. ga*at 
personality, demanding career, seeks 
male penpals 26-35 yrs Box July 14 


TWO ATTRACTIVK fun loving 
nurses witm sincere sailors 30-45 for 
fun/friendship, photo appreciated. 
Box July 15 

SINGLK parent, 39, female 
attraciivc, down to earth, self 
employed hairdresser. Box July 16 
SUE 39 blonde liair, blue eyes, slim, 
attractive, seeks penfriend. 
Box July 17 

SIMONK 28 seeks marinc/sailor. 
g.s.o.h. good letter wnter esscmial. 
Riix July 18 

WENDY .39 wlim adventurous 
person who likes mad things, music, 
travelling. Box July 19 
I.ONEI.Y LASS 34 wlim 
serviceman for fun/friendship. photo 
appreciated. Box July 20 
MALE penpal wanted. Looking for 
a nice guy with gsoh. age and looks 
irrelevant. Box July 21 
SLIM blonde 34 blue eyes single 
muni. seeks mule penpal 
friendship/fun.. Box July 22 
KEITH 45 looking for female 
penpals for friendship/fun a.lji 
Box July 23 

EEMAI.E nurse 42 likes fixitball. 
dancing, pubs wlim sincere nuilc 
B<»x July 24 

G(K)D looking athletic .sailor, 22. 
up for a laugh. Up to the challenge? 
Photo appreciated. Box July 25 
YOUNt; 43 Attractive, slim. 
I.ancashirc I .ass (smoker), seeks 
attractive serviceman 35’f 
fricndship/romancc. Photo 

appreciated. Box July 26 
ANN 35 seeks service penpals. 
|>oves letter writing and life, a.l.a.. 
photo appreciated Box July 27 
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• Juliet and Richard Parcell 


• Roy Smart with sons Nicholas (left) and Andrew. 


Keeping it in the family 


PT1 Richard Parccll was one of ihc proudest 
guests at the latest pa.ssing out parade at MMS 

I Ic w:i.s there to see his younger sister Juliet receive 
the Ganges Thiphy on behalf of her DKision, Walker 
(IK entry, for the best overall results during training. 

Richard didn't have far lo go to watch the ceremo¬ 
ny us he was already stationed in HMS Raleigh. 
Although he has miw moved to I IMS Coventry, his si.v 
ter is still at Raleigh completing spccialbt training. 


The passing out nurude at CTC Lympstonc was also 
a family affair for hirmcr Id Cdr Roy Smart. 

His younger son Nicholas has ju.st aunpletcd his 
Commando Training and his eldest son Andrew is still 
battling through the 30-weck course. 

Id Cdr Smart, whose career included a tour in the 
East with K48 NAS and 40 Cdo in I IMS Albion, 
said: “From a very early age Ihcy were set for a career 
in the Marines as I wiHild regularly take them yomning 
in the Lake District, in fact Nichola.s had reached the 
.summit of Pikc'o'Hlisco (2,60()ft) by the age of four.** 


Chaplain looks 
to the future 


T he new head of the 
Naval Chaplaincy 
Service has been 
looking ahead to some 
radical changes which 
the Service will face in 
the new Millennium. 

The Ven Simon Golding, 
who became Chaplain of the 
Reet on June 1, expects to sec 
more ch<iplains in the front line 
and the af^intment of the 
first non-Christian Armed 
Forces Chaplains. 

He said: “By the end of the year 
wc will have our full complement 
of 75 CTiuplains on tlic trained 
strength and the future deploy¬ 
ment of chaplains has been agreed, 
with even greater emphasis on the 
front-line. 

“Wc plan lo have five extra 
chaplains at sea to meet our com¬ 
mitment to have a chaplain in all 
larger ships deployed on a directed 
tusk. 

“The operational role of 
Chaplains has been amply demon¬ 
strated in the pa.st. and again hy the 
three chaplains with the task gnHjp 
in Sierra ixonc - Michael Harman 
in HMS (Kusirious. Ian Wheatley 
in HMS Ocean and Simon 
Beveridge with 42 Cximmando. 

“During llic next few years NCS 
will he cnaHjn^ing more chaplains 
lo undertake CommaiKki irainitiK 
and wc hojpc that around six will 
win their Green Berets over the 
next 18 months or so.** 

“The Naval Chaplaincy Service 
is also committed lo both ecumeni¬ 
cal and inter-faith co-operation 
and in the coming months we Inipc 
to appoint the first non-C.hri.stian 



# The Ven Simon Golding 


officiating Oiuplains lo the Armed 
I'^rccs representing Buddhist. 
Hindu. Jewish and Sikh faiths. 

“It will be a time of 
exploration and learning for 
U8 all as we open ourselves 
to the needs and beliefs of 
others whilst maintaining 
our commitment to our own 
traditions.’' 

The Ven Simon Golding has 
been Ihc Archdeacon for the Royal 
Navy and an I lomira^ Chaplain to 
Her Muieslv the Queen since 
March 17, 1W7. He was made an 
Honorary Canon of Gibraltar 
(4ilhcdral in 1998. 

Ikim in Chelmsford on Maah 
.30, 1946, his childhcxHl was spent 
in India. 

After school he became a 
Navigating Officer with Ihc British 
India Steam Navigation Comp;iiiy 
and wa.s a iJculcnant (X) on IJst 1 
of the Riiyal Naval Reserve. After 
training (or the Ministry he was 
Ordained in York Minster in 1974 


and served his Title in the Parish of 
St Cuthbert - Wilton in Cleveland. 

The Archdeacon joined the RN 
in 1977 and his appoinimenis have 
included HMS Raleigh, the first 
(>>mmissH>n of HMS Invincible, 
BRNC Dartmouth. the 
Hydrographic Flotilla, Faslanc 
Submarine Base, HMS Drake and 
Devonport Naval Base. 

He ha.s served as Secretary to 
the Royal Naval Archdeaconry 
S^nod and the Forces Symxtical 
Council. As Archdcaam for the 
Royal Naw he is an "cx-officio* 
member of Ihc General Synod of 
Ihc Church of Fnglund. 

Career highlights have included 
the award of a Commundcr-in- 
Chiefs Commendation for his 
work with families at Ycovilion 
during Ihc Gulf War; the part he 
played in the restoration of the 
Fleet Air Arm Memorial Church, 
Yexivilton and the re-ordering of 
the Cliurch of St Nicholas FFMS 
Drake, as an Hcumcnicul (.'hurch 
Centre. 

I Ic is married to Anne Reynolds 
and has two children, and his inter¬ 
ests iiKludc Naval aiKl military his¬ 
tory, gardening, railways and cricket. 

I Ic said: “Tlic pasi few years 
have seen great changes in 
Cliaplaincy, most of which have 
been for the better. Although 
change will, indeed must, continue 
in a Service which is amtinually 
changing. I believe that there is a 
need to consolidate the many 
changes and ’fiy flat and level* for a 
time to catch our breath. 

“Nonetheless. I am sure that the 
next few years will be an exciting 
lime in my life which I knrk for¬ 
ward to with great anticipation.** 

J Newsview - page 18 


Nurses heading for Gib 



NAVAl. NURSES Anna SncI and F*clicity 
Brading arc helping their careers to gel 
off the ground by flying to Gibraltar. 

The .students fn>m the Royal Hospital Ha.slar 
will become the first Naval Nurses to undertake 
their elective training ixitsidc the UK when 
Ihcy amvc in Gibraltar in August. 

They arc due to depart on August 8 and they 
will spend the next five weeks training in pri¬ 
mary health care at the Gibraltar ^rviccs 
Mcokal and IXmlal Centre. 

The training is required as part of the 
Diploma of Tiighcr i*ducalion in Adult 
Nursing. 

• GIBRALTAR DUO: Naval Nunes Fellcfy 
Brading (21) and Anna Snei (20), 


IN BRIEF 


HMS Hood 
association 

MEMBERS of the HMS 
1 lotxl Association gathered in 
Portsmouth for their 25lh 
Anniversary Reunion Dinner 
at the Royal Sailors Home 
Club. 

The dinner was preceded by 
a Service at Piort.sca Oiurch, 
and the guest of honour wa.s 
Bill Stone who served in HMS 
IhMxJ in Ihc 192(K. 

Bill, who will celebrate his 
KNHh birthday next month, led 
the Church Parade and sang at 
the Church and at the dinner. 



• Lt Rob Hall, RNZN 


ANZACs 

honoured 

ROYAI- New ZcalarKl Navy 
was represented at the 
ANZAC Day commemoration 
in Ibincs, lAcvon, by U Rob 
Hall. 

Until recently Rob was 
Operations Officer in HMS 
I Icrald and he was invited to 
the ceremony Iw the Totnes 
BraiK'h of the RBL 

Lt Hall was representing 
both the ANZAC and Ihc 
Naval l3ivision which fcHjght 
with disliiKtion at Gallipoli. 
Three VC!s were awarded to 
RN midshipmen and a mid¬ 
shipman from BRNC 
Dartmouth was also present. 

Bright 

Sparks 

IIVO BRIGHT sparks from 
HMS Collingwood have won 
through to the final of an 
international competition to 
find the ‘Top Tccnnician* of 
the year 2000. 

Collin^ood’s Weapon 
Engineering Artificer 

Apprentice Nigel Hogg and 
MinJcm Apprentice Grcc 
Dixon of AIcnia Marconi will 
he travelling to Birmingham 
later this month lo compete 
for the title at the National 
Exhibition Centre. 

Presidents 
in Holland 

EIGHT Royal Navy reservists 
from HMS President look 
pan in the Uberaiion Day 
celebrations held in the 
Netherlands. 

They joined thousands of 
Dutch. British, Canadian and 
American veterans in a 
parade at Wageningen. where 
the German surrender was 
signed in 1945. 

HMS President's Andrew 
Hanley said: “The parade 
provid^ an excellent ‘show 
the flag’ opportunity' for the 
RNR who were the only 
British Servicemen present. 

“The RNR squad mixed 
with the veterans and 
.Servicemen of all aHinirics 
who were represented and 
made many new friends. Wc 
arc very grateful for the 
warm and generous wclaime 
which wc received** 
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at wreadHaying 


• FAREWELL: Capt Jarvis is towed away on Humpfrey the camel 
by submarine trials officers (and ex-field gunners) CPO Simon 
Johnson and Darren Cookham. 

The camel’s last ride 


Dolpliins appear 


Options 
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Sovereign’s 
VIP visitor 


Moggy signed-up at Provost HQ 


SINCE the cat-usirophic loss of 
Leading Cal Crusher in 1998 the RN 
Provost MO has been searching for 
another police moggy to pamper. 

After extensive efforts, a feline of 
superior character and quality has been 
located with the assistance of Plymouth Cals 
and Dogs Home. 

Leading Cat Jack ha.s just taken up his 
duties at Provost HO. which include 
patrolling the perimeter fence on pest aui- 
trol and public relations duties. 

Sarah Sanrson of the Cat's home handed 
three-year-old Jack into the care of WO 
Tony Loughran and LRcg Jess Cluytun, who 
will be acting as Jack's Divisional Officer. 

Jess said: ^Although Crasher the Cat is an 
extremely htird act to follow we’ve found in 
Jack a cat with superb potential as the new 
unit rat catcher.” 


• RECRUIT: Leading Cat Jack is handed over to WO Tony 
Loughran at Provost HQ In Plymouth. 



AFTER two extended foreign 
deployments in 18 months. HMS 
Sovereign has had time to 
strengthen tics with her affiliated 
city of Derby. 

During a four-day visit 
Sovereign’s crew met Sea C'adets 
at TS Kenya, played rugby o^iast 
Rolls-Royce, attcndccT a church 
service and lunch with the 
Submariners Assricialion and 
visited Dolnhin Ward at Derby 
Children’s Hospit.al where they 
donated a cheque for £200. 

They also visited the URNU 
unit in Hull. HMS E)q)lorcr, and 
rcciprix'atcd by inviting Derby’s 
Mayor Sarah fh^lon (above) to 
visit Sovereign in Fuslarx. 


War veteran 
calls on 848 



WAR VEIERAN John Ingham 
renc*wcd his acquaintance with 
848 Naval Air Squadron when a 
heliaipter was detached to HMS 
Ralei^. 

John served with fixed-wing 
aircraft of 848 Squadron in HMS 
Formidable in PM4 and 1945 but 
was injured in a k.imika/c raid on 
the ship. 

He rejoined 848 in Hal Rir. 
Malta, as the sc|uadn>n electrical 
officer from 1958-59 before 
retiring from the EAA in 1972. 

And on his visit to Raleigh he 
presented 848*s Lt Andy Riggall 
and C’/Sgt Ibny Wood with mem¬ 
orabilia Tor a display at Ycovilton. 


Bob is off 
to Kosovo 



MOD POLICE Constable Robert 
Burgess is leaving RNAS 
Culdrose for a year to join a 60- 
strong detachment of UN p«>licc 
officers in Kosovo. 

Bob (52) volunteered for the 
deployment and went through a 
rigorous training and seicciion 
programme before being accept¬ 
ed. 

He said: *Tm sure it will be an 
cyc-opening but very satisfying 
experience and I’m very proud to 
have been selected to represent 
the Force in this operation.” 


R elatives of 59 

men lost in KIMS 
Perseus in 1941 
travelled to Greece for a 
memorial service over 
the wreck. 

ITicy threw fltiwcrs and 
wreaths into the sea and the 
ceremony was made even more 
poignant when dolphins, the 
emblem of the submarine 
Service, appeared from the 
depths and swam amongst the 
floral tributes. 

The wreck of HMS Perseus wits 
discox’crcd two years ago i>ff 
Muvrata. u small fishing 
village on C'cphalonia. by Kostas 
Thoctarklcs. After diving on the 


wreck he was able to amfirm many 
of the details of her loss which were 
iven by the only survK’or, John 
'apes. ‘ 

Capes swam ashore and was 
sheltered from Italian and German 
troops for 18 montbs befoa* getting 
to safety. 

He said that he and three 
other stokers survived the 
explosion arxl drank a bottle 
of rum to boost their 
courage before flooding 
their compartment in an 
attempt to escape. 

Mr Thoclaridcs found HMS 
IVrscus in 170 feet of water with the 
hatch still open Inside the com¬ 
partment he fiHind a bottle of rum, 
numun bones, boiler suits and 
biKiiK suggesting tbit the others 



• OVER THE WRECK: Florence May (far right) mourns her 
brother, Fred Oldridge, as Ronald Meltor of the North 
Staffordshire Submarine Association salutes. 


'^Schoolmates are ^ 

reunited at Sultan 


FOUR senior officers were reunited for the first time 
since their school days when they met at HMS Sultan. 

Commodores John Musters (Commodore Naval Drafting) 
Mike Holmes (Chief of Strategic Systems Executive) John 
Clayden (Commodore of HMS Sultan) and Captain John 
Rimmington (Director Naval Reserves) all went to Kelly 
College. They were saying farewell to Commodore Clayden 
who has now retired after 37 years in the Royal Navy. 



OLD KELLEIANS: Commodores John Musters (left) Mike 
Holmes, John Clayden and Captain John Rimmington. 


never managed to e^pc. 

An cciy coincidence uKml the 
wreck’s location is that HMS 
Perscas .sank in clear sight of the 
iKmic of the only Greek officer on 
hoard. 

Rclalb'cs prcMrnt at the memor¬ 
ial scrvtucc included Mr Capes* 
daughter Julie Knuppetl and 
Cynthia Ncavc. daughter of the 
CO. Lt Cdr Edward Nicholay. 

The submarine service was rep¬ 
resented by Cdr Cliris Remolds 
from the staff of Rag Officer 
Submarines. 


THE FAMOUS camel mascot of Captain Weapons Trials and 
A.sscssnicnt (CWTA) team at Portsmouth has been seen for the 
last lime with the organisation’s absorption by the new Maritime 
Commissioning TViais Assessment (MCTA) organisation. 

‘Camels’ was originally the nickname for the Naval staff who support¬ 
ed the GuniKT)' ExpcrinKiital Dept (XP) in Whak Island from the 1920s 
to the 197Qs. lKcau.se ihcir duties insnlvcd humping' the cxpcrimcniai 
equipment between ships for the RN Scientific Service. 

To mark the occasion. Capt Ian Jarvi.s. the last (!aptain CWTA. rode 
out on a lifesize mcxJcl camel known as Humpfrev. Capt Jarvis is 
succeeded Capt Graham Peach, Captain MCTA. The Weapons 
Systcm.s liming Group. Machinery Trials and Assessment Unit, the rlcct 
Data Link Team and ME parts of the Vibration Condition Assessment 
Group arc also now part of the MC*1'A which is itself a part of the Ship 
Support Agency. 




Pembroke House 


The Royal i^aval Be 
residential & nursing borne 

A fine, newly modernised home near Chatham for 
former Sailors, Royal Marines, their wives and 
widows 


Pembroke House offers the highest 
standards of care, first class accommodation, 
an extensive programme of activities and 
a very friendly dtrTX)sphere - aU at a 
relatively modest cost. For further 
information please contact the CerKral 
Manager, Pembroke House. 

The RNBT also gives financial grants to 
serving and ex-serving RN ratings, RM 
other ranks and their dependants (the 
’RNBT Famil/) to help them in a wide 
variety of circumstances. For advice and 
assistance please contact the Grants 
Secretary at RNBT Headquarters. 


PEMBROKE HOUSE 

General Manager, Pembroke House, 

11 Oxford Road. Gilingham. Kent, ME7 4BS. 

Tel 01614 8524)1 

RNBT HEADQUARTERS 

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 
)l I Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 8PE. 

Tel: 023 9266 0296 
email: mbt^mbtorg.uk 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

SUPPORTING THE RNBT FAMILY' 


































































• Coming soon: An artisVs impression of one of the new survey ships. pwu# votper Thomycrott 


Survey ships ordered 


TWO new survey ships have 
been ordered for the Royai 
Navy from Vosper Thorny* 
croft at a cost of £130m. 

The 3,500*tonne vessels, to 
be named Enterprise and 
Echo, will be built under sub¬ 
contract by Appledore Ship¬ 
builders in Devon, and will 
enter service in 2002 and 2003. 

The ships, to be known as 
multi-role hydrographic and 
oceanographic survey ves¬ 


sels. are designed to be oper¬ 
ational for more than 330 
days a year, a 50 per cent 
improvement over older exist¬ 
ing ships, and have greater 
stability to allow survey work 
to be undertaken in rougher 
seas than is possible at pre¬ 
sent. 

The contract is expected to 
support around 800 jobs in 
the shipyard and local suppli¬ 
ers over the next three years. 


WWW. na vyncws. co. uk 

Tattoo to 

recreate 

history 

PLANS to transform Horse 
Guards Parade into a military' the¬ 
atre for the RopI Military tattoo 
IMMNi arc well aiK anccd. 

Stands fur 13,000 pciiplc will 
take up three sides of an arena on 
which a cast of more than l.StXl 
will rccrc;itc key m«>ments in mili- 





In Brief 


NATO duties 

HMS CamplK‘lli»wii is in the 
final stages of her sc\'cn-month 
deployment with NATO's 
Standing Naval Fonre Atkintic. 

Having taken part in 
Exercise I.inked Seas, more 
exercises with the NATO force 
tiM>k place - with several sailors 
silting GC’SEs at the same time 
- and the frigate has now com¬ 
pleted a two-week maintenance 
period in El Fcrrol. Spain. 

Sea Sunday 

THE ANNUAL Sea Sunday* 
celebration of Mass will take 
place at the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral in Portsmouth on 
Sunday, July 9, at 10.30am. 

Crews reunited 

SAILORS involved in a kev 
moment i>f the Yangtze InciJ- 
ent in PM9 met a^ain at the 
HMS Concord reunion. 

Survivors fri>m the 1949 a>m- 
mivskin of HMS Amethyst and 
colleagues from 1 IMS Concord, 
which met her after her dash to 
freedom downriver under fire 
from Communist forces, were 
reunited umicr a banner hear¬ 
ing the signal of C'oncord's cap¬ 
tain. I.t Cdr Nigel Rtnlncy: 
“Fanev meeting you again.** 

Veggie option 

THE MOD has introduced a 
vegetarian 24-hour opera¬ 
tional ration pack for use on 
operations or exercise. 

With components such as 
non-meat sausage and 
beans, and cheesy pasta 
and vegetables, the pack 
joins other specialist ver¬ 
sions - Moslem, Hindu/Sikh 
and Kosher. 

Base opens up 

RN AIR station Ycovilion’s 
satellite airfield, Merryfield, 
held an evening of helicopter 
flying dcmomiralkin.s and static 
dispra\’s - and more thiin 1,5<N) 
local people canK along to see 
what goe% on there. 

Chivenor’s day 

THE RED Arrows will be one 
of the highlights of the 
Chivenor Open Day on July 
12, which also features 22 
static aircraft, a hovercraft 
and commando hardware. 

For details call 01271 
857233. or see the website at 
WWW. chi venoropenday. co. uk 

Team success 

HOWKINfi C.omprehen.sive 
Scho<i) in LjvcrpcH»i has won 
the RN’s Engineering Success 
ThriHJgh leumwork award at 
the Young Engineers National 
Club Celebration. The RN is a 
key sponsor of the organLs;ition. 


UK tour starts with 


Visitops allow glimpse ol Japanese life 


lary history. 

lo make the piirade ground 
safer for h«>rsc?i, 3,500 tonnes of a 
special sand, silicone ainJ wax mix¬ 
ture will he spread acri>H.s it. 

llic tatUH> will also feature full- 
colour projection, nyrotcchnics 
and a huge mobile videt» screen. 

Mi>rc than IStl pieces of music 
have been arranged hv Principal 
Director of Music. IJ CxA Richard 
N^^tcrer KM and his team. 

TK*kcts for the p;igeant. which 
runs from July I0-L5. range from 
Ol lo £50. and arc i>n sale h> tele¬ 
phone on OS70 241 03<IL Further 
information is available on the 
website at yk'\n%:nnt2()(i().mfHi.uk 

Seaman helped 

ATI ANTIC Task Ship (South) 
HMS Argyll has airlifted a sick 
seaman a.shore from a huge hulk- 
carrier off the coast of Afnca. 

The l7l),tkK)-tonnc merchant 
.shin's distress call was picked up at 
Falmouth and relayed to Fleet 
hcadquiincrs at N<irthw«>od, fn>m 
where a signal sent Argyll to the 
rescue. 

Having taken rncdkal advice, it 
was decided that the man. a Third 
Officer, siHiutd he taken ashore 
for treatment, and the frigate's 
Lynx helicopter was used lo trans¬ 
fer the sailor to Freetown. 

Award for officer 

THE ROYAL Navy’s Ethnic 
Minorities Liaison Officer. Cdr 
Keith Munchanda, has been pre¬ 
sented with a special Windrush 
award for his Nvork. 

The Inspiration award was 
given to “an individual who, by 
their example, has been an inspira¬ 
tion. not only in their chosen ^*id. 
but who has had a great impact 
acmss minority communities.** 

Disaster recalled 

SERVICES of remembrance were 
held in France and over the wreck 
site lo honour the victims of the 
Lancaslria, u disaster which 
occnirred just after Dunkirk. 

I.ancastria was a troopship 
which was currying thousands of 
soldiers evacuated from St 
Na/airc. in Brittany. 

The ship took several direct air 
hits and sunk with only 2,447 sur¬ 
vivors out of a total number which 
some put ;ts high as 9,(I(K). 


revealing si)mc surprises along the 
way. 

At the top of one ladder was a 
small shrine, given by the Kash- 
inia’s predecesMir. a (raining cruis¬ 
er whK'h survived World War II. It 
is said to guarantee safe passage. 

Tlic Kashima also boasts state 
riK)nis reserved for the use of the 
Japanese prime minister and niyal- 
ty - and Naiy Srws was in the first 
non-Japanese press parly lo be 
allowed to visit them. 

A conference room featured a 
hand-made carpet valued at 
£15D.U(X) and the bathroom had a 
wixidcn hath, all adding to the 
strange feeling of having left a w~ar- 
ship and stepped inlo a small cor¬ 
ner of Japan. 

The destroyer was attached to 
the squadron for the tour, and car¬ 
ried 32 of the U>h trainees, of 
which seven arc female. 

Officers pointed out that a pro¬ 
ficiency in English, taught in all 
Japanese sehinds, is essential - 
apart from sijpials. all charts and 
electronic navigation aids are sup¬ 
plied K Admiralty C'hans, 

Before arrival in Portsmouth, 
the squadron had exercised in the 
l:nglish ( hannel with dcstro>’cr 
HMS Exeter. 


• Historic gift: Rear Admiral Eiji Yoshikawa admires a cane pre¬ 
sented to him by Second Sea Lord Vice Admirai Peter Spencer in 
an exchange of gifts. The cane was made of oak from the hull of 
HMS Victory, and the engraved tally was from the flagship's orig¬ 
inal copper sheathing, making it a unique memento. 


A JAPANESE tniining suuad- 
ron has paid a visit to Ports¬ 
mouth. giving officers, ratings 
and cadets the chance to siiak 
up sitmc naval hislorv. 

Training ship Kas}iima and 
destroyer Yuugiri (“evening 
mist**).'of the Japan Maritime Self 
IX-fcncv Force, are on a five- 
month world tiHjr visitinc 12 ports 
in nine a’uniries, including K*arl 
Harbour in I lawaii. 

\nvv was pari of a prevs 

parly Invited on lo the Kiisliima - 
named after a scenic region of 
Japan - where Rear Admiral Eiji 
Yoshikawa. the Squadron ( omm- 


under, cxplaiiK'd tluit the cruise 
alUmed newly-commivsioned offi¬ 
cers the chaiiee to learn sea skills. 

It also gave them “an onportuni- 
ly (Cl familiarise (hemselvrs with 
peoples and their wav's of life in 
different p;ins of the’ world, and 
promote friendship with visiting 
countries,** the admiral said. 

“I would like to see HMS 
Victory; you have a long, long his¬ 
tory here, and we have a long hiv 
lory between (he UK and Japan. 

"1 would like lo studv aN^ut the 
naval history between (lie Japanese 
and the Ropl Navy.** 

Japanese officers escorted the 
press parly through the ships. 


TYPE 22 frigate HMS 
Cuniberlund launched the 
nationwide Meet Your Navy 
campaign at Chatham Navy' 
Days with a flurry of high-pro¬ 
file events. 

The frigate, commanded by 
('apt DavidCookc. welcomed First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce and Minister for the Armed 
Forces John Spellar on Ixrard to 
officially stan the iwivmonih lour 
of the UK, which will visit 27 ports 
and harbours. 

A careen forum was followed by 
three days of ship open to visitors, 
which attracted 15,IHKI people. 

While in Chatham, two mcm- 
ben of the ship’s company, Li 
Chris Saunders and Clkj Mick 
Driscoll. visited Brompton 
Westbrook primary schiH)l lo plant 
an oak tree, pari cif an RN project 
lo plant KNI oaks around the coun¬ 
try during the Millennium year. 

Chatham Navy l>ayN was round¬ 
ed off bv a military (atuxi in the 
IlistoricliXickyard. at which lYincc 
Michael of Kent was the guest of 
honour. 

The Prince visited HMS 
Cumberland before the cvcninc’s 
pageant, and met some of the 
RNK perstmnei whi> had suppiirl- 
cd Navy Days. 

Before * steaming north, 
Cumberland also featured in the 
BB('*s record-breaking rendition 
«if Lou Reed’s song Petfrvt i>a\. 
the final event of (he Millennium 
Music Festival, gaining four spins 
on the live broaikast which curried 
different musical ensembles, from 
orchestras lo celebrities, from 
annind the nation. 

Accompanying Cumberland at 
Chill hum were the fishery patrol 
vc.vsel HMS Shetland and patrol 


• World tour: JDS Yuugiri enters Portsmouth Harbour. 


Around 2,(KK) people visited the 
ship over three days, stretching the 
ship's company to the full. 

llie UK tour information hot¬ 
line is UK45 NLViObU. 

■ HMS Cumberland diishcd hun¬ 
dreds of miles in rough seas to 
escort a storm-battered Icelandic 


bojit HMS Bla/er 

The frigate then UH>k a number 
of guests on overnight passage 
from the Medwav to the Ririh, 
including lf» students from louder 
College in DunfermlirK: and Fife 
College in Kirkaldy, who were 
interested in a career in the Navy. 

Cumherland's next port of call 
was Leith, after whicfi she exer¬ 
cised off Scotland before calling in 
to Barrow. 

TTie RN lour is not atnfined to 
the eiKi.st. 

P2(N1() patrol boat HMS Raider 
navigated as far inland as Wisbech 
in Cambridgeshire, the first such 
visit to (he river port in years. 

A party of 21) visitors, including 
six youngsters who wim a competi¬ 
tion in inc FenianJ Citizen newspa¬ 
per, joined downstream and t(X)k 
p^Lssage lo the vcs-scl’s berth on the 
kink of (he Nene. aeaimpanicd liy 
HMSTC C'apella Fndcavour. 


• HMS SHetiand at Chatham and (Inset) HMS Cumberland 
takes part in the BBC’s Perfect Day at the end of the nation¬ 
al festival of music. 


trawler into the Shetlands. 

The frigate relieved a Danish 
corvette which had already 
reached the trawler, and shcltcreil 
the 122-tonnc Hafnarey from the 
pie-whipped 16ft waves, allowing 
her lo cnangc course, then shep¬ 
herded her into Lerwick. 


NOi 






frigate's perfect day 
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SPECTACUIAR 


HOLIDAY SAVINGS FOR NAVY PERSONNEL 


FROM GOING PIACES HOLIOAYIINE 



Summer holiday deals don’t get any better than this. Right now. 

Going Places Holidayline is giving Navy personnel up to io®/o off all 
AIrtours Summer 2000 brochured holidays advertised on our Teletext pages. 

And remember...thls offer isn’t available in holiday shops - even Going Places shops. 

The only way to get your discount is from Going Places Holidayline on the number below! 



50/0OII Teleff^f tATE AUAILABILITY HOLIDAYS FROM AIBTBUBS 


For details of the latest deals see these pages... 


Late Escapes on P263 


Going Places on P208 


Airtours on P258 


Go Direct on P264 


Please note! To receive your 5 % discount on a holiday advertised on Teletext, you must call Going Places Holidayline on the 
number shown below - not the number shown on the Teletext page! 



The Holiday Makers 


CALL NOW TO BOOK 







I quoting 
r NVoo 


Going Places 


HOLIDAYUhC 


LINES OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY BAM - 9.30PM, SATURDAY BAM - 6 PM, SUNDAY 10AM - 6 PM 

Terms and Conditions: Offers are subject to availability and can be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Offers cannot be combined with any other 
Going Places Holidaytine offer and are not available through Going Places shops. Offers featured are valid for new bookings only made before 31st July 2000. 

Teletext holidays will incur additional charges. Offers operated by Going Places Holidayline ABTA 50334 who act as agent for the operator concerned whose terms 
and conditions apply. A 1.5% charge applies to all credit/charge card bookings under C2000 except for bookings under £100 when a £10 transaction fee applies 
instead. All customers must be able to prove they have travel insurance of at least the same standard as that offered by Going Places Holidayline at the time of booking. 
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Roval Naval 





Save up to £45 

on RAC membership 


There’s never been a better time to loin RAC 

• Umited offer to Navy News readers 

• Cover as a drfver or passenger M arty v#wc?e 

• 4 otit of 5 breakdovms ti^iatred oo 

• KoatJ^de mpains cwnpiefed in an avaage of just under 24 nwutes 

• RAC^ unique no ca!! out discount avaS^jte with certain 
swvicefewts 


hnatertt oovW'or ftsthw fiWWIs. 
Pleese quote rdWnce DTQ07& ® 


ON PARADE AT 80 


SHIPMATE Bill Stone, 
who celebrates his 10Oth 
birthday in September, 
has been on parade with 
other veterans in Ports¬ 
mouth In remembrance 
of the 1,415 men lost in 
the battlecruiser HMS 
Hood. 

Bill, young at heart and In 
looks, Is a spdghtly and fit 
member of Hign Wycombe 
branch and will be sending 
bliihday greetings to the 
Queen Mother In August - 
something he has done for 
years. 

Ha ioified the Navy in T9ie. 
retiring in 1945 as a chief stok¬ 
er after having served in many 


ships including HAAS Hood, 
Tlg^, ChrysantBemum, Eagle, 
Harebell, Thanei. Tenedos^ 
Carlisle and Salamander, He 
loined his lest ship, HMS 
Newtoundtand, in 1941 and late 
in the war was a meniber ol a 
Naval Party in Germany. 

On leaving the Service. Bill 
and his wife tiiy - to iN^om he 
was married lor 57 years before 
her death In 1995 ran a barber 
and tobacconist shop In 
Paignton, moving to Watfing- 
ton, OafordsHire, in t9S6 1o b% 
near their daughter, Anne, and 
her husband. 

Bill never misses reyniont of 
the HMS Newfoundland Assoc^ 
iation, of which he has been a 
member since its formation. 
He is also a member oi the 
Royal British Legion branch at 


Around the Branches 


# 4f fhe annuaf rauniofi of the MBS Ne¥rfoundtan^ Assoctmfloo, 
former firmi Sea Lord, Admiral of lha Fleai Sir Julian Oswald, pra~ 
senfs Bill Sfone with a certifieate marking his 100th yean 


Havant 

Members turncii Mp in ^trcn^lh 
Id witness the unveiling of a model 
of tire wuriime destroyer lfM5 
Havant. unU applauded the work of 
the chtiirman. Shipmaie Ken 
Mjllrniin. ex^RM. spcfil two 
years building it, 

Memhcni meet every Monday 
from !930 to 2130 <il Havant 
i^Kitball Club, and wcleornc new' 
rnemlK^is I tel Shipmate Derek 
Kcnnard on fJ2392 H16508), 

Deal & Walmer 

The branch has received the 
John Baldwin Trophy for recruiting 
the mtn! full members. Aji there is 
no brunch of the As^iHX'iauon ol 
Wrens in the arc a, ex-Wrens are 
helm particularly urged to join the 
RNA, The branchY standard bear- 


cr ami secretary h u Wiiman 
Shipmate ElaifK* Harwixid - who 
will be pkcUfCd to give inforrnabon 
about inembersimp on (il.W 
3Wt77D. Meetings arc on the fuvt 
Thursday of each monih at the 
Landmark Centre. 


Crawley 


iTNia 8« Wrt'-Spr*. Swrt Ibttoiair 

DveauniBi tWy wah *0 otnwi varvttii iwftt Unnk nciljdt RivTiMn T»t«tw iMi on W Mnte* lOhrtnq* Jiri0|cvwtg 

4iet(iita n(TfOi<ihe«mtflrpuoiicw^ h* imp i tinnv oitiai m ^ Wwt 


The branch standard and those 
of iither eX'Seivice organisaltons 
were displuvcd at the dedicition at 
Crawley hfemorial Gardens of u 
FKw scat donated by the branch to 
honour RN and RM personnel 
killed in W'orid Wkr 11 and since. 
The unveiling by the Mayor wav 
foihwved bf a service of remcm* 
hranee conducted by the branch 
chaplain. The UtM Pom and 
KeveilJe were sounded bv a Ku>al 
Marmes cadet from TS C^mvack. 

Chichester 

Thanks largely to members of 
the branch. St Mk'hacrt Chapel in 
ChichcMer Cathedral has been 
ifansformcd into a seafarers 
chapel, honouring the men and 
women of Suvsex who lost their 
lives at sea in World Whr It. 

The refuibishcd area contains 
hisloric Naval memorabifra which 
was formerly scattered throughout 
the cathedral. 

Included is the silver bell of the 
cruiser HMS Sussex, presented by 
llie county in 1929; the crest of 
HMS Fleregrine; and i model of 
the warship Sussex built tn 1652. 
71k brai^ also held a tree-planfirtg 
and dedication service at ine city's 
mcEnoriat groiund. 

Darlington 

When FtMS N<;wc.i5llc berthed 
before passage up the RrvCf Time, 
shipmates It^l by Fkter l^ig^aff 
were given a tour of the destroyer, 
their guide Ixeing Dariingtort man 
POMEMlLj Robbie McDonald. 

The visitors included Army yeo¬ 
man of signals Alan Tihbcil, wbi^ 
had never been in a warship. If Ik 
was dtsappiiinied at not being 
alknwd access to the main commu- 
nkatlons irfTke. it was more than 
made up for by the hospiiality of 
the POs Mess. 

City of Glasgow 


Wallasey 


Wetlington, the Gnorgo Cross 
Island Association artd ia a fra- 
guent guest of the Western 
From Aisociatton and HMS 
Hood Assoclatiort. 

In May he attended the 
Imperial War Museum’s 
Dunkidi eveni, after which he 
met the Duke of Edinburgh who 
unveiled a new headstone at 
the grave of AS Edward 
Robinson VC at lha cametery at 
Old Windsor. 

m Ex-CPO Fred Sunday, who 
also celebrates his lOOIh birth¬ 
day this year - Irt November - 
held his second reunion in the 
Isit ol Man with five members 
of ihe RNA who were trained by 
him in the 194Ds. 

We reported the first reunion 
of the group In our December 
edition. 


pnewnted to Cadet FO Faye Parr 
to help her travel to Aiisiraiia on an 
exchange M:ticnK. 

ITic bfuncli pfi^idcnl. Shipmate 
C. L Bayct. has retired after 3h 
years’ service. Six h;ui the Uau- 
daid bearer. Shipmate Frank 
PRKior. 

A eoiich partv' of *MJ members 
ami friends spent five days in Great 
YarriHHitii, 


To rousing checi^ from nrembers 
of the branch and fellow Uiipmaies 
from St Albans, the last Type 23 
was launched al Scoixtoun (as 
reported in the June issue uf Nm"}' 
Ntwx). 

Members kiuk forw'ard to fur¬ 
ther celebrations when the ship 
ctHtimistiions at hirtsmouth. 


Ulster’s 

Atlantic 

triumph 

TTTE BATTLE of ilic Ailanik 
commcmoniliori orgunised by 
I jtmtliimlcrfy' hranen is heing 
haded as a triumph for the 
city's RNA members, who re- 
furnicd only two years ago. 

During a weekend of events at 
the uarlime convoy port* Dutch. 

and Royal Navy warship^i 
were wetconned by the Lord 
Mayor tCTlr Pal Ramsey) as well 
as the RNA chairmen of No 12 
Area and t^nd^tnderrv branch. 
Shipmates Hurry Geddiv 
(tasburni and Rdl Rt^ulston 
respect ivrly. 

A weekend of icceptionv on 
iHNird the ships and ashore 
invobTii the ftiiish Ambawiditr lu 
Britain, the German Navut 
Attiiche, M\ Canadian sub- 
manners, a US ppe band formed 
in 194.1 and a fly past In the RAF 
Battle r>f Britain Flight, 

Sixteen standards led a parade 
on tltc Sunday invtliving the RNA. 
McK'hani Nasy Avs<xriatHin> the 
RAF AsMieiution. the Rioul 
British Ijegam and the C^anadian 
Navy. I"hc salute wu> taken by 
V'ice Admiral Michael Grcitim. 

Ffiflowing a church service 
wreatlbt were laid. jncludmg one at 
the mouth of tlte Risti Foyle over 
the Kite of h sunken U-hoai. 


Ar an event markinc the anniver- 
liiry of the unveiling of the brark'h's 
inenu>ria1 stone. 16 standards wicrc 
present, including that of No tO 
Area. 

Musk It the parade was provid¬ 
ed by Wallasc)' Sea Cadet Band and 
a Kcivictf aitehdcd by the Mayor of 
Wirral. Clh H L. IJi^, was con^ 
ducted by' the branch ehaptatn. the 
Rev John Williams. Also there 
were the Area vice president. 
Shipmate H. Blythe and members 
of other cx-Scrv'icc aNMieialions 
including Ihe Nijmegen branch of 
the Dutch equnalcni of the RKA, 

l^ter at 3 recepliofi £275 was 


MR B. E. Erassington of Real, 
Hampshire, won our t30 prlre 
for identifying HMS ffoyil 
Sovoroign. 

Our clua rafarring to the 
cxifour red related to the battle- 
ihfp’t aarvfce with itie Soviet 
Navy In 1944-49. 

Mr Brassfngton't arvswer was 
picked at raridom. Another £30 
prize fi offered tor the Identity 
of this submarine wHoae name 
Is linked to the underworld. 

I— 

I 
I 

I Hams . 

I 
I 
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MYSTEfiY PFCTURE 65 


Address . 


C^itipM tht eoupon ana Mwd it to 
IN«t*ry Ptetuf*. M»vy w»w*. HMS li*f«Aiv 
FNMifiriwth eOl SHH, Coupon* glvtavg 
camel fi i wi n i wlH gc iniD ■ pf!» Unw 
ta •ataMItli ■ wlmw. 

CloMng daM tW anttiM I* August 18. 
Ilctfs nun ana sntry can a* mMnmsu. Out 
pftolocUfiMt eawcn tM KtsfitMi 00 not 
includs snyetfrHD «tM In your snvMoe*: AO 
comifHSAdwm can b# tntanU and 
no sfMry rMumad. 

Thff varnsT i*lH b« sfunsiaicpd m OiM’ 
Saptotnlar adlicHi- Tlw cafufwtttlan Is not 
ap*n la Mciy Msm smfiDysMi or thsir 


I 

I 

I ,,, 4 . 

I 

I My answmr. 
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A MEMORIAL to a local VC hero 
who died in the Zeebrygge raid ia 
unveiled by Ihe Mayor of Torbay, 
Cllr John Turner, in the presence 
of siandards of No 4 Area bcanch- 
ea. He is fianhed by Torbay 
Shipmates Peter Brown and 4otin 
Soanes, president and chairman 
respectively. 

The stone, a Millennium project 
by the branch, commemorates U 
Cdr Arthur Leyland Harrison (32) 
who was killeo leading his men 
during the storming of the moie at 
Zeebrugge In April l9fS, 

After me ceremony a reception 
was held at the Trecarn Hotel 
where LI Cdr HarHaon s VC was 
displayed whh his other medals, 

[ lictures and items relatlr»g to his 
tfe and career. 

Torbay Sea Cadets and the 
town*s brass band provided music 
for the ceremony and march-past. 

jRefcir#. Tot&fy Hrrwlff t Ti.Xt*S.X 


SHIPMATL Mi^ualfe. Biirv 
St Rdnuiwis ?it^nd;trd hearer fnr I i 
years, retired and i$ ^iuccectkd 
D)' Shipmate Sid Murfiti, cvRM. 
Sid i!& a veteran nf the Walcheren 
campaign in 1944, and Basil nf 
Hussiian convoys, 

FOR THEIR reunion, staH of the 
fifth and sixth commissions of 
HMS Eagle were hosted warmty 
by Weymouth branch. 

ON KHTIREMENTaHLymingHm 
A flivirict branch treasurer. 
Shipmate J(^an Wearn pre?ieni- 
ed with a framed life n>emher^hip 
certifioilc by the branch prc^HlcnL 
Shi|nnaie Rtibin Tuhb\. in rca^ni’ 
tion nf her oytiilanding service. 

MEMBERS of Wakefield branch 
formed a ouard of honour at 
the luneraT of their chaplain. 
Canon Arthur Hesslegreaves, 
an honorary member and for* 
meiiy of Denby Date branch. 

AT A SLKVIt>: marking the 15lh 
annivertary nf Riniin & District 
bniEicii, tile branch standard and 
ihai uf Nnith Yorkshire 
Submariners Associaikm were pre- 
venled to ihc branch chaplain, the 
Rev John I.angdiin, for safc^keep- 
ing in the I2lh'ceniury Leper 
Chapel of St Mary Magdelene 
Church. 

CRAWLEY members and wives 
visited Portsmouth, Including 
the Royal Armouries museum 
at Fort Netson, a harbour trip 
and refreshments at Port 
Solent. 

A ‘WESTERN* MKial held by 
W'igjiiim A Dtstna altrtw'lcd 12(1 
anA'Uiyv and anvgirK including 
Hhipmalev tif Market liarbtynvugh 
RNA branch ami LeieeMcnthfrc 
hranch of Ihc RMA 


Rayleigh golfers on 
course for £1,800 

A uiiai of £l .Klkl was niisctJ for SSALA Forccii Hdp at ihc annu¬ 
al charity golf day organised hy Rayleigh bnitich. 


Ihc \yi compctilots ai Stniih 
Fvsex Golf anJ Counirv' Club. 
BfentwiKiyL represented lilt three 
of Hritains Armed Servieeii. as well 
jis the Rovid Marines Bund Service, 
and NA'fO and other organisa* 
lM>ns. 

W'iih respeeiahk scores and a 
healthy inler'Scrviee itvalry bidding 
Ui the eompctiiivc spirit the 
National RNA Trophy, sporisorcd 
by Ytri\ AVm’ 4 , wan Wtin by 
sldfTfnale !k4'‘ Hill *4 the 'lumic' 
side, 

Ihe Raykigh branch team won 
its matches against the RN Caa*cr 
Service and former yaehties of 
HMY Bniannia - hut they tiisl tii 
ibe R\f muskrtans. (he Rtival Scots 
and NA1X> 

I Vries were presen led 1^ Ihc 
guest of honour. Vice Admiral 


Michael GrelUm. He alM» gave spe¬ 
cial awards POs rtnil Powell and 
Gary Chapman, and the Ktnul 
Scots and Rtival Regiment, in 
rccvignitiofi of their support over 
the five years Ihe hwirniiment luis 
been rurming. 

Chatham draw 

THE C100 flrot prlzo in 
Chatham branch's Navy Days 
raffle draw want to Les Robins 
of Walderslade, The prize of 
£60 was won by T. Church, 
Gravesend; and E2S each went 
to Fahy of Chatham and S. 
Hood, Glllinghain. 

Those who have not claimed 
their prizes should contact Ihe 
branch secreiary, Neil Hawkes, 
54 Byron Road. Glillngham. 


THE FALLING strength of the RNA has been slowed by over 25 per cent as a 
result of recruiting drives among the branches and a higher pubiiclty profile, the 
Association's annual conference was told as Navy News went to press. 


Bui ihc conference ut 
Weymouth over Ihe weckaul 
of June l7-l^^ also heard that 
while the decline had slowed 
d<mn hv 6(4) tu.st year, the fall 
in membershtp lolafled L41III. 

llw figures were coni.lined in 
the AsMieialion's Nauimal ('ouncil 
fcptirt which gave luial tneniber- 
vhip as 36,842. There was an 

Increase in branches ciMnmksliIrv¬ 
ing at htime and oversejts - gb ing a 
curreivl U4al of 497. wuti mote in 
the pi]X‘line, and NU'luK. 

Mtnsevfr. as the RNA’s main 
siiurce of irtLivnc came from mem* 
bcfs* suhseriptH^Ttii. ihe amiinued 
fait in strength pruhabh meant an 
£1 L(MM) dencit this year. 


As repiifled m Ihe May edition 
sif Mny pnvptisjils fnr an 

inerense m Mih*^Tiptk>ns have been 
shelved due lu tw^i targe legacies 
and an increase in investments 
from £468.1 KN) to £bl4,(4K). 
Meailgiiartcrs has been revatuei) 
from £t55.mm to £2tl6,U(|i. 

A proposal for an increase 
In subscriptions would have 
to be made to conference 
next year If a riae was to be 
considered from January 1, 
2002 . 

I be Nalitmal Couneil report 
staled ihiii reenjiirng and publicity 
drives - ami the intrnduciion of an 
RNA website ^ had made the work 
of the Avsix’ialkm better kuiYwn. 


and il» true worth recognised, with 
new, younger mcmbcni being rcc- 
trvtiled and retained. 

The website, launched Iasi 
ArgusL was designed and trperated 
from Hull hy Shipmate Stuart 
Thorn. It cost very lit lie and 63IK) 
petipk' had visited the site since hs 
inception. It was prtiving of ercai 
value to inerscMS hraiK'lies and w;ts 
improving iIk profile of the 
Aswseialion. 

It was clear that the sJowHkwvn 
in ihc loss of members relleeied 
Ihe wiccc*^sful recruiting drives 
rep^irted hy brunehes. Meunwhile 
two initiatives vvere m hand to 
improve recruitment of serving 
members - a Froi>f of Service curd 
for tfiose leaving I lie Naval Service. 


uihI the establishment of vt4yniary^ 
RNA Ikiisfiri officer^ in RN ships 
and establishments. 

The Charily and Welfare Officer 
C4rntmued to involve Area welfare 
iidvinrs whti held ihree seminars 
la.st year. Payments ti^aihne almost 
ktXtMkI were made lo indhuJuils 
and alnH)«st £I30,(KM} was raised hv' 
branches for Nava). niiMonat and 
local chafities. 


comes to fund-raising 


SHIPMATE Jiin Cocker of lp$wicN branch will 
go to any lengths - and heights - to raise a few 
pounds lor a good cause. 

For ibe second year running be Is taking part 
in a 120ft mass abseil from the top of Ipswich 
Hospital maternity block to raise money for the 
brancb*s charity fund. 

At 7D, Jim Is or>e of the oldest of the estimat* 


ed 1,600 abseilers wbo have paid £10 each to 
take part on July 2. He is pictured at last year's 
event when he descended with the consum¬ 
mate ease of a man half his age to raise £100 
for the local Sea Cadet unit, TS Orwell, 

In recent years be has also taken to the wafer 
to raise cash for good causes - covering nine 
lengths of his local swimintng pool. 


0 






NEW,..PART 11 . .E.INDIESBRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS... (2iid PHASE),,. 
Tnneo Sydney, Manus, Sakrd^tfna etc MaK ng mainxrm use ol all i&urviving 
RN archive (ilm, including colour, this 2nd Phase video continues !be ep*c story 
of both these lleels. All other episodes aliii Havaliable Part S Op.Neplutte 
|D DfW ponod) Part 8 OpTorch. Part 7 Hazards Of Russian Convoys. 
Pirl a ParUous Wattrs {action in the Akantic). Part 5 Tragedy A Trfumf^ 
(BaL ot N Cope} down to and tnd Port 1 Satllaships at War. Each is eg mms. 
Free UK C21.M po«l pa*d- Eisewtiere add £3,05. For muki^ orders large 
discount avaiafaie Full dataite of this A aM prsgfsnwnes send 5AE. _ 


N.VT.C. BECK HOUSE, ESC RICK, RVORKS Y04 GJH {Qnl04) 728239 


In Brief 


Fall in strength 
slowed by rise 
in recruitment 


Jim (70) sets his sights high when 



Naval Quirks 


-.SHE EVEN BALKED AT PAVING 
THE WAGES OF THE ENGLISH 
SAILORS AFTER THE DEFEAT 
OF THE SPANISH ARMADA < 


..THEN AGAIN,AS THEY WERE 
PRIVILEGED TO TAKE PART 
IN A great naval VICTORY, 
CAN'T I GET TTiSEAT TO 
PAY At^?\ 






ELIZABETH X W\S A 
GREAT i3U££N BUT 

notoriously mean. 


SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY 
AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS 



Contact Elizabeth Cople 
JOHN HODOE & CO. 

solicitors' 

0117 929 2281 


Immediote and FREE initial odvice 

Legol Aid • No Win-No Fee 

Martiban ol Tha Ujw Soclaiy Penond kijury ond Madkd NegligifKa Pondb 
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Options 


m not expecting to rocket up to the Top of the Pops in the Navy on this.. / 


1 1 WAS 30 years ago 
this niDiith: more tears 
were shed over the pass¬ 
ing of the 1bi on July 31. 
1^70 than fell on the hicr of 
Nelson, they said ... 

Much of the outpouring of 
grief that attended the 
Admiralty’s decision to do 
away with the rum ivsue was 
clearly tonguc-in-chcek, 
though. 

By I'Hit the daily aw ard td an 
eighth «>f a pint of ^>53 pnH)f 
spirit to every' man in the Fleet 
had long been an anachronism • 
in whai was fast becoming a 
highly technical and sophisticat¬ 
ed Navy m» margin of error due 
to intoxication could be alUmed 
and the era of harsh discipline, 
dire rations and Ibing conditions 
scarcely fit for livcsicKk in which 
rum had made life hearable was 
ancient history. 

But over .VNf years of tradition 
could not be allowed to end with¬ 
out due ceremony'. In the Persian 
Gulf a rum barrel was buried 
with a headstoiK* to murk the last 
resting place of a “giKHJ and 
faithful servant”. 

Aboard I IMS Dido, off the 
NE coa.st of Sadland. the last lot 
was thniwn over the side in a 
sealed bottle - with instructions 
iasidc a.sking the finder to drink 
the Nax-y’s health. 

The alma mater of the 
Submarine Service at I IMS 
Dolphin. Gosnort. provided a 
gun carriage Wiring u coffin 
flanked by two drummers led by’ 
a piper playing a lament. 

And at h mess table in I IMS 
Nelson's last flagship I IMS 
Victory the final is.sue was sipped 
with proper solemnity. 

“I am not expecting to rocket 
up to the Top of the Pvms in the 
Navy on this.” said First Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir Michael *Dfy 


When ‘Dry 
Ginger’ 
stopped 
the Tot 


Ginger* Lc Funu. But he made it 
clear there had been "no politi¬ 
cal pressures - it is a Naval judg¬ 
ment.” 

The fiery spirit was first unof¬ 
ficially introduced into the Navy 
in Ib55. when a British licet 
under Admiral Penn captured 
Jamaica. Its long-keeping quali¬ 
ties led to it becoming official 
is.sue in 1731, when the daily 
ration was set at a half-pint. 

Nine years later the 
Commander-in-Chief West 
Indies Station. Admiral Vernon, 
reported: "The pernicious cus¬ 
tom of the seamen drinking their 
allowance of rum in drams, and 
often at once, is attended with 
many fatal effects to their morals 
as well as to their health .. 

When Vernon ordered it 


mixed with water he gave great 
offence to the lurs. and since 
they had nicknamed him "Old 
Grt>g” after the grogram bi>at 
cloak he habitually wore on the 
quarter deck in rough weather, 
so they tagged his watcred-down 
rum "grog . 

A s the tradition developed, 
grog was issued from the 
luiii iiih to leading nites 
and below. Chief petty officers 
and petty officx*rs received their 
tot neat - without water - at 
11a.m.. an hour before the grog 
Issue, mixed two to one. 

Rum in the Rtiyal Navy soon 
acquired its own paitiis. 
"Sippers” meant a small taste 
from a friend’s issue; "Gulpcrs”, 
one big swallow from another's 


lot; "Sandy Boltom.s”, to sec off 
whatever was left in a friend's 
mug. "Splicx* the Mainbracx”. a 
double lot for a job well done, or 
an invitation on board for free 
drinks. 

Nmy ha>kc the story of 
the end of the Tot. Thereafter 
C POs. POs and senior NC'Os of 
the Royal Marines would be 
allowed to buy commercial spir¬ 
its in their burs on board ship - a 
privilege previously enjoyed by 
officers only - while junior rat¬ 
ings, no longer allowed spirits on 
board, had their allowunc'c of 
beer increased to three cans a 
day. As a fiscal compensiiiion for 
the end of the rum is.sue. a c*api- 
tal sum of £2.7m was paid into a 
new siiilors' fund for sports and 
amenities. 



• July 31 1970: Servina the very last drop of rum on 
board the carrier HMS Albion is SA(V) Andrew Stevenson, 
who mixed the final Issue. On the receiving end is NA 
Colin Powell. 


isauds Group Announce 
A Navy News Special Reader Offer 

A very special price has been negotiated for all Navy News readers, their families and 
friends to visit the countries premier theme parks. Each park has set exciting events to 
coincide with the booking dates. Don't delay book your tickets right away! 



Happy Hours 

15th-29th July & 19th Augu$t-3rd September 

Fright Mights 

21/22/27/28/29th October 

Adults £12.75 (Saving £7.20) 

Children 4-13 yrs £11.25 (Saving £4.70) under 4's free 
Credit Card Bookings 01372 731573 
Quote Navy News Reader Offer 



Mloonlight IWIarvli 

29tb July 5/12/19/26/28th August 

>r Holidays 

7th-20th August 

works & Stunt Spectacular 

21/22/28/29th October 

Adults £11.00 (Saving £7.50) 

Children over 1m • 13yrs £10.50 (Saving £4.00) under 1m tree 

Credit Card Booking 08705 880888 

Quote Navy News Reader Offer 


Summer Spectacular 

5th-28th August 

Halloween Spooktacular 

14th-20th & 23rd-26th October 

Fireworks & Laser Spectacular 

21/22/27/28/29th October 

Adults £13.25 (Saving £7.75) 

Children £11.75 4-13yrs (Saving £5.25) under 4'$ free 
Credit Card Booking 01538 702200 
Quote Navy News Reader Offer 

AH bookings must be made 14 days prior to visit 


^ FLIGHTS 


COMPnmVE RATES FOR 

USA, CANADA £r EUROPE 

We can ticket for any destination 
Call for current 'Special Offers' 

FERRIES 



SPECIAL RATES FOR THE SHORT CROSSING ROUTES 

DOVER - CALAIS or OSTEND 
FOLKSTONE - BOULOGNE 
NEWHAVEN - DIEPPE 

HOVERSPEED ; EUROTUNNEL 
P&O STENA : SEAFRANCE 
also 

STENA LINE - 

HARWICH TO HOOK OF HOLLAND 


CALL FOR THE LOWEST PRICES 


DISCOUNTED PRICES ON MOST OTHER ROUTES 

Insurance : Annual & Single Trip 
Car Hire : Airport Hotels & Parking 

SERVICES TRAVEL CENTRE 
For all your travel needs 


SERVICES 

TRAVEL 

CENTRE 

Building 271 
RAF Brampton 
Huntingdon 
PEI 8 8QL 

Tel: 01480 436655 
Fax: 01480 436653 
GPTN 92331 7936 
& 7834 

E-mail 

travel@stc.clara.net 

Website 

vvww.servicestravel.co.uk 


ABTA : lATA ; ATOL 
Licenses held 
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Adventure 



How we conquered the Pole 


ROYAL MARINES Alan 
Chambers and Charlie 
Raton made history by 
walking 600 miles to the 
North Pole with no help 
from the outside world. 

Y ears of Royal Marines 
training in Norway had 
hardened the four 
members of Polar Team 2000 to 
the worst that the Arctic climate 
could throw at them. 

And months spent dragging tyres 
over the Quantock Hills of Somerset 
had built up the phenomenal fitness 
they needed to march 600 miles to 
the North Pole. 

After leaving Ward Hunt Island in the 
far north of Canada on March 7 they 
spent the first ten gruelling days of their 
voyage heaving la-stone sledges over 
blocks of Ice the size of houses. 

A tent fire on the way was seen as a 
minor set back, but a far more serious 
threat emerged when the team hit thin 
ice. and CpI Charlie Paton was unlucky 
enough to plunge through Into the 
freezing water twice. 

Charlie, from Stonehaven near 
Aberdeen, said: ‘When you're going 
through there's not a lot you can do 
about It yourself, so we d practised 
what each member would do if someone 
went through the Ice and II worked well. 

“Within a minute I was out of the 
water, and the tent was up in ten 
seconds. Someone got a stove on and I 
was out of my clothes in two minutes. 

“In that water you can 
actually die in two minutes 
so it was a good job the 
team did getting me out.” 

After surviving these potential 
disasters and grinding on for another 
month, illness and the elements began 
to take their toll on the team. 

CpI Paul Jones, from North Wales, 
said: “I got frostbite on my hand on day 
35. We walked for a lew hours on day 36. 
but my thumb was just getting colder, so 
we camped lor 46 hours. Then it started 
to blister and turn black. 

**At that point I decided it was best for 
the team that 1 came out and it was the 
right decision. When I got back to 
Resolute Bay the nurse said that 1 would 
have lost my thumb and forefinger as 
well if I'd tried to go on.** 

At the same time, CpI Jason Garland, 
from Oxfordshire, was going down with 
a mystery illness. He said; '1'd been 
rough for a few days but you don't 
notice it because you're working all the 
time and there's other things to take 
your mind off it. 

“But when we stopped I just couldn't 
move. I felt really, really. III. Like Paul, it 
was fortunate that I got out when I did. It 
turned out I had a problem with my liver, 
a hepatitis virus, so I've been extremely 
unwell. 


They are the first ever 
Britons to pull off the 
feat, one which is so 
rare that more men 
have walked on the 
moon. 



• SURPRISE: Alan Chambers with a 20 
week scan of the baby which is due in 
August 


“I've been in and out of hospital since 
I came back but my liver isn't perma¬ 
nently scarred, the scans are fine, and 
I’m lucky to come out of it unscathed. It 
was frustrating though. Very frustrat- 
ing.- 

Cpl Jones shared Jason's anouish at 
having to abandon the attempt. He said: 
“We'd done what is said to be the 
hardest stage, and we were |ust under 
half way, but in the end it was down to 
each individual to decide and Jason 
made his decision and I made mine. 

‘‘One of the hardest things was that, 
because we were unsupported, we had 
to take back all the equipment that ¥ve'd 
come out with. We couldn't leave 
anything for the others so all we could 
do was wish them all the best and leave 
them there." 

Soon afterwards the weather closed 
in, enveloping team leader CpI Alan 
Chambers and his remainino team mate 
Charlie Paton in a thick freezing fog 
which chilled them to the bone and 
sapped their morale. 

CpI Chambers, from Scunthorpe, said: 
‘The weather was that bad, we weren’t 
getting a break from anything. 

“We had low cloud and 
thick fog and we couldn’t 
see more than ten metres 
for three weeks. That was 
our lowest point. ” 

Then things went from bad to worse 
when a blizzard blew in and they hit a 
massive split in the ice which was so 
wide it could be seen using satellite 
imagery from space. 

Exhausted after two months on the 
ice, low on food and fuel, the Royals 
were forced to follow the split while the 
storm raged, searching for a place to 
cross. 

CpI Chambers said: “We were very 
fatigued by then, very low. It was just 


Dominic Blake met 
them on their return to 
the UK and heard the 
hair-raising details of 
their 70-day voyage 
across the ice... 


one thing after another after another, but 
we never felt like giving up. We knew we 
could do it physically and mentally, we 
just needed the chance to go for it.' 

They finally got the break 
they needed when they 
found a way over the open 
water lead after a 15-hour 
slog through the blizzard. 

They were back on track, but the many 
delays meant they were down to a cup of 
porric^ie and a chunk of chocolate a day, 
and vital fuel had to be saved by hangino 
bags of ice around their necks to melt it 
instead of using stoves. 

With rations so low, CpI Paton was 
stunned when his team mate produced a 
present from his girlfriend Kellie Easton 
on his 30th birthday. 

The Scotsman said: “He had carried a 
little cake, a chocolate bar, a balloon and 
a candle all the way from day one, 
despite the extra weight. 

“He'd already given me the raisins 
from his cereal every morning because 
he doesn’t like them, and I thought, well, 
he's carried the cake all this way, I can't 
exactly eat it all myself. 

“So I cut it in half and found it was 
fruit cake with raisins in it, and I thought, 
right, he'll not eat that, but because we'd 
no food, he did!" 

Their determiriation to succeed paid 
off on their 70th day on the ice when 
they realised they had just stumbled 
past the North Pole. 

CpI Paton said: “When you're that 
near the Pole the lines of latitude are so 
close together it's hard to pinpoint an 
exact spot and we drifted past it, 
towards the east. Then we realised, 
backed-tracked West, and we'd done it!" 

The two men celebrated their achieve¬ 
ment by planting a Union Jack and a 
Cross of Saint Andrew at the North Pole 
and enjoyed a tot of whisky supplied by 
expedition sponsors Johnnie Walker 
while they waited to be extracted by an 
aircraft flying In from Resolute Bay in 
Canada. 

When it arrived there was another 
surprise for in store, this time for Alan 
Chambers, whose oirlfriend Michelle 
Board is expecting a baby in August. 

CpI Chambers said: "When the plane 
came to pick us up the pilot gave me a 
picture of our baby - its 20 week scan. It 
was the first thing handed me when they 
arrived.'* 

At the end of their voyage the men 
were both around three stones lighter 
but they were soon back in the UK for a 
joyful reunion with friends and families 
at Heathrow airport and went on to a 
heroes’ welcome in their home towns. 

They are now putting together a 
presentation about their voyage and will 


Teamwork was the 
key to success 

TEAMWORK was the key to Polar Team 
2000*s success and each man had a vital 
part to play. 

Expedition leader CpI Alan Chambers 
brought a wealth of arctic experience to the 
team, CpI Paton was in charge of navigation, 
CpI Garland arranged their communications 
and CpI Jones was PT co-ordInator. 

And their Base Camp in Resolute Bay was 
set up and manned by Cpi Freddy Warwick 
from Cornwall and Cpi Dave Fox from Surrey. 

The six Royal Marines, who are all from 
Taunton-based 40 Commando, are pictured 
here (clockwise from the left) Dave Fox, Paul 
Jones, Jason Garland, Freday Warwick. Alan 
Chambers and Charlie Paton. 
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soon be touring the UK, promoting the 
Royal Marines and telling their amazing 
story. 

Cpi Chambers said: "At the moment 
we are still bringing freight back from 
Canada, deservicing all the equipment 
and writing reports for the milita^ and 
for our sponsors. When we've done that 
we will be touring the UK with our pre¬ 
sentation. 

“We've got a busy time 
ahead of us but we want 
the end game to be as 
professional as the 
expedition was all the way 
along. ” 


• ON TOP OF mz 
.VORi-O: Royal 
..rines Cpi Charlie 
Paton (right) 
to the press at 
Heathrow Airport after 
the team's triumphant i 
i 2 !urn to the UK. 
Expedition h older Cpi 
Alan Chambers (left) 
was one ot four Royal , 
uirines who set a |, 

record by skiing 500 ■' 

miles across Iceland 11 
in 1995. He made his 
first attempt to walk 
to the North Pole in ! 
WfF 



Legal Advice 

If you're in the FoFCGS there's a fast way to make 
contact with o solicitor who'll speak your language. 
The Forces Legal Network is a naHonal group of 
established, independent solicitors who oil provide: 


• FREE 30 minute initial diagnosh'c interviews 

• Staff with experience of service problems 

• Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims 

• 24 hour emergency legal cover 

• A full range of quality assured legal services 

• Competitive fees 



One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 


The Forces Legal Network 


FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 
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Not just preaching 
from the pulpit 

L ast month the Rev Bill Matthews invited me. as Editor, 
Navy News, to a service at St Ann's Church in 
Portsmouth Naval Base in aid of the Tri-Service Appeal 
lor Mozambique. Could I bring along some kind of badge or 
artefact representing our organisation? 

I pk^ed on a Irarned front page of our first edition in 1954 
as an item I thought might be suitable and. not being a par¬ 
ticularly spiritual type, went alono in a pretty cynical frame of 
mind, wondenng how many would show up 
Actually. Bill got a full house The Royal Marines orchestra 
played a stirring, upbeat set. and the Homily' delivered by 
Mgr Tom Burns was no homily at all (my dictionary defines a 
homily as beirig “a tedious, moralising otscourse") being well 
laced with in-iokes* which raised loads of lauohs. 

Audience participation was strong, despite the unfamiliarity 
of the sor>gs, ceremorkal was kept to a minimum, everybody 
had a oood time - and when the collection purses were 
passed round I noticed mine was well stuff^ with banknotes 
rather than small change. 

As the service ended, the senior Naval officer next to me 
turned and vouchsafed the simple verdict shared. I dare say. 
by the rest of those present: “Good stuff, eh?" 

I remembered that, a good many years ago. I was "mind* 
ina" the press party for the delivery voyage of the carrier 
HMS Ark Royal. The embarked hacks were well plied with 
hospitality gin by the builders late into the mght. and just 
before we retired the very young ship's chaplain pok^ his 
head around our cabin door He was planning a service, 
earty the following morning, on the quarterdeck - would any 
of us care to attend? 

He freely confessed that he wasn't expecting many takers 
and. in a haze of alcoholic goodwill, we all said yes 
And I must say. with due credit to the fourth estate, we ail 
turned out - and enjoyed singir>g ‘For Those in Peril on the 
^a* as the Ark s boiling wake surged behind us. Good stuff, 
indeed, and a truly moving experience 
It has often struck me that the Royal Navy is a rather more 
spiritual outfit than you might suppose - and that the Naval 
Chaplaincy thereby deserves more credit than is usually 
accorded it Their counterparts in the wider community, 
recently publicised as being very hard-pressed in finding an 
audience, might learn something from its no nonsense. prac 
fical approach to pastoral care for a community, around half 
of which is ^ed under 25. 

The new Chaplain of the Fleet. Simon Golding, is looking 
to see more chaplains in the front lir>e. Their efforts in the 
field, in humanitarian work in West Afnca in particular, have 
lately won high praise and he hopes that more will soon win 
their Green Berets as they undertake Commando training. 
These people don't just preach from the pulpit. 

Nor are they over concerned, it seems to me, about nar¬ 
row. ecumenical considerations - they are soon hoping to 
appoint the Navy s first non Christian officiating chaplains, 
representing Buddhist. Hindu. Jewish and Sikh faiths 
Navy News has for long reported the many acts of charity 
performed by the “helping hands" of the Fleet around the 
world, which otherwise receive scant attention outside our 
pages As I walked out of St Ann’s with my front page of our 
first issue, one of the chaplains standing by the door 
remarked: “Good choice - Navy News was started by a 
Naval chaplain." It was, too - the first Editor back In 1954 
was the Rev W. J. E. Tregenna Piggott. QBE. RN. 

• Sf Ann’s has afone so far sent away nearly £7,000 to 
the Appeal for Mozambique. 
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Happy landings, 
60 years on... 


ELEBRATING its dia¬ 
mond jubilee this year, 
RN Air Station Ycovil- 
ton pays tribute to the past 
century of Naval Aviation 
while looking to the future with 
its International Air Day 2(MK) 
on Julv 15. 

In lv37 the people «»f tlw vilhige 
of Ycovilion, near llchcstcr in 
Somerset, were surprised hy a 
large aircraft landinc in a field. 
I’he aircraft was a llafulley Page 
Marmw suffering fr«rm engine 
pri>blcms and the pili>t had picked 
out what liKiked to he an ideal 
landing area. 

One year later the CTiief Test 
Pilot at West lands w as instructed 
to seek out a suitable site for an 
airfield cltwe to Yeovil - and came 
to the same conclusion. 

WcMiands were unaNc to i>btain 
tiK* site, hul the Admiralty wanted 
to c.siahlish a Naval air station in 
this part of the C4Hintr\. and the 
land was ctsmmandecrcd in May. 
IW. Gical curiosity over the sight 
of Naval uniforms in the KK.*al puhs 
produced «>nc interesting theory - 
the Navy was going to build a dam 
across the River Yco. fIcHHl the 
area and operate seaplanes frimi 
Somerset! 

/\ctually the Navy wanted an air¬ 
field inland where it could get on 
with the jtds of training its cre^vs for 
operations at sea. aruf Yeovillon 
commi.ssioncd on June IS, I94<l to 
Ivcomc the honK* «if No I Naval 
Air Fighter SchiKil. 

Sixty years later that role 
remains unchanged and Naval 
fighter pilots aa* still trained there. 

Today. Yeovilton is headquar¬ 
ters of the Heel Air Arm and 
home to the RN's Sea I farrier. 
Commando Ifclicopter and Small 
Ships' Flights. Its squadrons arc 
never far from the action, lately 
the Sea Harriers have been 
engaged in operations in Bosnia 
and as part of the allied carrier- 


borne force enforcing the No Fly 
2Uinc in Iraq. 

Last year 8(NI Sqn. fresh from 
the Gulf embarked in HMS 
Illustrious, was diverted on the way 
home to join the air campaign in 
Komwo. 

And sitKc W2 Sea Kings of R45 
Sqn have been on active service in 
the former Republic of Yugoslavia. 
They arc mm the longest serving 
UK unit of anv Service in the area, 
maintaining the reputatkm of the 
Meet Air Arm in meeting the task 
in all amditions and in a very hiis- 
lile environment. 


Yeovilton has had an exciting hU 
years and has dexclopcd into a 
unique military* air station operat¬ 
ing over 1541 aircraft with a mix of 
Sea Hamers, helicopters and con- 
ventionul fixcd-wing aircraft. It is 
also fortunate to have reminders of 
its past as p«in of it - the Fleet Air 
Arm Museum which has developed 
fr4im its humble (Kglnmne as a 
public viewing enclosure with three 
aircrall on display, to what is mm 
one of the major asiation museums 
in the world. 

The other link is the R<iyal 
Naval Historic Might wtinrh main¬ 


tains and flics two (stion to Ik* 
Kiined hy a third) Swordfish, a 
Firefly, u Sea Fury and a Sea 
I lawk. 

This year’s Air Day will include 
a large selection of aircraft, para¬ 
chute and acrobatic display teams, 
featuring in an extensive flying 
programme with a grand finale of 
Europe’s largest C'omniamki heli¬ 
copter iissaufl. 

J Discounted advance tickets 
for Intcrnutionul Air Day 2U0U are 
available hy p4»st or phone. Call 
01935 455958 for details. 
























TEL: 020 7723 8831 FAX: 020 7723 4702 


K-MAIL: rcservati<His(n ninhdlel.org.uk 


• LandfsU: a Sea Harrier of 801 Naval Air Squadron over a beach In Sierra Leone. 
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• Needled: LMA Stephen Gardiner prepares an inoculation. 

• Smiling through: Lt Tom Harrison with children from the 
Emergency Interim Lane Centre In Lungi - the child in the 
pale yellow T-shirt (left) bears the scars of a rebel force's 
branding on his forearm. 


Kxperience Our Hii>h Standard of Service 
And Fine Cuisine 

Open to all serving seafarers and their dependant 
families. Ex-Seafarers with more than 5 years service 
may apply for free Honorary Membership. 

19-21 Lancaster (Jatc, London W2 3LN 
Close to the West End of London and Paddington Station with its 
fast connection to Heathrow 


THE MERCHANT 
NAVY HOTEL 


Reproduced by kind permission of P&O 

Wine, Dine and Stay in Comfort at 

YOUR OWN PORT OF CALL 
IN LONDON 


• Gathering gloom: Sea Harriers on the flight deck of HMS Illustrious off Sierra Leone. 

Carrier proves 
her versatility 


IN JUS!' five months HMS 
Illustrious has proved the 
Navy’s ability to fulfil the 
flexible role demanded of it, 
from humanitarian relief 
through to deterrence. 

Her four-munth routine 
training deployment to the 
Gulf saw her Sea Harriers 
from 801 Naval Air Squadron 
participating in Operation 
M)uthern Watch over Iraq. 

While there. Sea Kinci from 820 
NAS left the carrier with RFA Fort 
George for a wo-wcek humanitar¬ 
ian mission to Mozambique, where 
thev lifted 537 tonnes of supplies 
and ferried more tlian 400 people. 

Air erews also brought back a 
memento - u 10ft dus-out canoe 
abandoned in the flood-waters. 

Sailing back into the Mediter¬ 
ranean, Illustrious ficw-on RAF 
GK7 Harriers of 3 (Fighter) 
Squadron for Exercise Linked 
Seas, off the Iberian peninsula. 

But the order came thnuigh to 
head for West Africa - and the car¬ 
rier had disengaged from the exer¬ 
cise and was on her way south at 
full speed within fise minutes of 
receiving the signal, ccivrring 2.000 
nautical miles in four days and 
beii^ the first UK ship in theatre. 

The carrier had two roles to ful¬ 
fil; to help entitled people leave if 
they wished to, and to sunpt>rt UK 
operations ashore in Operation 
Palliscr, helping to bring stability to 
a amntry' lorn by fichting between 
Ckwernment anJ rebel forces. 

Her mix of RN and R.AF 
Harriers flew over rebel-held terri¬ 
tory - the Sea Harriers flew almost 
30 reainnaissance SAmics and umk 
nearly 16,000 photographs, while 


the GR7s were ideally suited to 
low-lcvcl “presence** fl^ng. 

^A fast jet appearing out of 
nowhere, making a lot of noise 
over the jungle and disappearing 
as fast as it arrived has a very mat 
psychological impact,** saicf Gp 
Capt David Walker, Officer 
Commanding RAF Cottesmore. 

Such sorties had a aal- 
vanising effect on the ship's 
company, who were shown 
reconnaissance pictures arnl 
videos of the low-level flights 
- one officer said that watch¬ 
ing video taken by Harriers at 
around lOflft felt like being 
on a simulator ride. 

The heliaiptcrs of 82(1 NAS 
(anti-submarine aircraft. u.scd to 
transfer people and supplies) and 
849B NA.S (airborne early warn¬ 
ing) al.so supported these opera¬ 
tions - and all military flights were 
co-ordinated from the carrier. 

With Lungi airport secured, dis- 

Grim tales 

SAILORS living in warships 
off Sierra Leone ran the risk 
of losing sight of the reasons 
for their presence, so oppor¬ 
tunities to go ashore and 
report back proved useful. 

Lt Cdr Steve Tatham gave 
his impressions in the carri¬ 
er's newspaper, saying he 
was astounded and humbled 
by what he saw. 

Freetown was a city blight¬ 
ed by decaying colonial man¬ 
sions, filthy shantytowns and 
open sewers, he said, devas¬ 
tated by years of civil war. 


ruption to vital RN courses and 
family occasions was minimised 
with some 300 carrier personnel 
travelling to and from the UK. 

While off Sierra Leone, sailors 
from Illustrious filled nine mail 
bags and seven boxes with gifts for 
childrcn at Lun^, including sweets, 
toys and educational equipment. 

Sailors of HMS Argyll, the 
Atlantic Tksk Ship (Soudi). RFA 
Fort George and the Amphibious 
Ready Group, comprising HM 
ships Ocean, Chatham and RFAs 
Fort Austin. Sir Bcdiv’crc and Sir 
Tristram, helped Royal Marines 
stage a football tournament at a 
staging post for children orphaned 
or taken by the rebel RUF - many 
youn«ters were scarred or had 
arms branded ‘RUF*. 

Illustrkiu.s. amimanded by Capt 
Charles Style, relumed to Pmts- 
mouth after 45 divs continuoiisK 
at sea. and the remaining ships. 
e,\cept Argyll, were due home as 
Navy Vewj went to press. 

from shore 

Dirty orphanages struggle 
to cope with young ampu¬ 
tees, the victims of brutal 
rebel forces. 

But most people managed 
a big smile, and he was 
thanked countless times, just 
for British forces being there 
and providing a measure of 
safety and stability. 

“The photos, and the 
reports, helped us piece the 
jigsaw together, and see 
what the rest of the forces 
were doing,*' said Lt Ian 
Harper, of HMS Illustrious. 
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# HMS OC^AN: Th0 hettcopt&r cwnier anchored off Sfmrrw Leona as the Amphibious Task Grmip'M embarkei 


m MOBILE PATROL: Royal Marines from 42 Commando man the .§0^atitre heavy and 
general purpose machine guns which are mounted on their adapted Land-Rover. 


B RITAIN S amphiblc 
played a crucial r 
operatton which 
Sierra Leone while Xhe U1 
its peace keeping force. 

Helicopter carrier HMS O 
HMS Chatham, landing 
Tristram and Sir Bedivere i 
port ship Fort Austin made 
ge from GIhraitar as the 
towards a fulF-scale civil. 

They arrived withFn days m 
met tm with HilS Illustrious, H 
RFA Fort CfBOrge, they toime 
most milllarity capable Naval U 
many years. 

The group led by COMATC 
Nlall Kr ... 


e SHARP SHOOTERS; Marksmen lem the sights ot the new LM snipers rifle m the 
flight deck of HMS Ocean before going ashore In Sierra Leone. 

• PREStDEHT KABBAH (right) visited HMS Ocearf to thank the task group for their 
help in bringing stability to his country. He is pictured with the Commsfioer of the 
Amphibious Ready Group, Commodore Niati Kilgour, and Ocean s Commanding 


„ If consisted ot mo 
Royal Navy and RFA sailors i 
wtfh $4 aircraft at their comm 


Amphibious Ready Group, Commodore Niaii 
Capt Scott Ledbetter. 


• SEA KINGS: Royal Marines from 42 Commando on the shores ot Sie 
from HMS Ocean . 


# FOOT PATROL: Royai Marlnee spent up to two days at a time patroiiing the (ungia and viiiagas around Preetawn to 
gather informaficn on the rebel RUF and reassure the focal population. 
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T: A Lynx heti^optar from B47 MAS 0 a guard at Lungiatrpofi ¥dfefB 
of oxtra troops woro fkmn In to teister the UN peace keeping force* 


}us forces 
ole in the 
stabilised 
N bolstered 


HH $«a King snd Lynx tieflcoplefs, Sea ^ admiration of armed forces wortd^wtde and 
Harrtars and R/IFQR7 Ground Attack high praise from foreign Secretary Robin 
Hanriefe and Chinook heavy lift helicopters, ^ Cook and Deputy Prime Minister John 
After the Parachute ReginMmt completed i: f^rascott who vtsited them in-theatm. 
the evacuation of British cflizens from Sierra HliS Ocean's Cdr Steve White said: 
Leone^ 800 men of 43 Commando and their ^'Operation Palllser was a One example of trl* 

supporting arms took over the task of secur- service operations and demonstrated how 

Ing the capital and the country's main airport quickly the Amphibious Ready Croup can 

while thousands of extra UN peace keepers reect to si crisis situation wherever they 

were being flown In, might be In the world." 

They went ashme urnter the command of The Task Group was withdrawn from Siarra 
L\ Col Andy Salmon, took charge of Freetown Leone on schedule on June 15 and was due 

and Lungi airport and sent out |ungle patrols to return to a rapturous welcome at 

to delend surrounding villages and strategic Oevonport as Navy News went to press, 

approaches from rebel attack. hms Argyll has also left Africa to resume 

Their foot petrols, observation posts, vehf her duties as Atlantic Guardship South, 
cle check plants and boat patrols helped to But Rf A Sir Porcivale will remeln off Sierra 

ensure the success ot Operation PaWeer, Leone for the fomeeeble future where she It 

which saw the rebet advance being turned supporting a 20Cf strong team from the Royal 

into a retreat and the UN forte rapidiy reach* Anglian Regiment who are Jn the country lo 

ing its permttled strength of 11,000. provkle inlantry training to the Sierra 

The highly-successful mlseion won the : Leonean Army. 


Dean, frigate 
ships Sir 
ind the sup* 
a fast pass* 
country slid 


id when they 
MS Argyll and 
d one of the 
id( groups for 

I Commodore 
fS than 3,500 
m eight ships 
and Including 


m OBSERVATION POST A Royat Marine keeps a dose eye on the approaches to 
Freetown in Stem Leaneu > ■ 


rm Leone. Tfwy ere emlmridng tn troop-cerryfng Sea King heftcopters 


# BOAT GROUP: Royal Atartnaa of 42 Commando taka to the water In a boat pperafed t 
atlowed them to awmap tocat rivara and proieef fheJEr aaa-bome hank from ktSttraUon by 
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At Your Leisure 




CLASSIC Ealing crime 
thriller The Ship mat Died 
Of Shame Is released by 
nostalgia specialist DD 
Video this month at £10.99. 

Based on the novel by 
Nicholas Monsarrat and star¬ 
ring Richard Attenborough in 
one of his most sinister roles, 
with George Baker, Virginia 
McKenna and the late Bill 
Owen - best known as Compo 
in TV’s Last of the Summer Wme 

- It tells the story of a (ficti¬ 
tious) RN Motor Gunboat. 

MGB 1087 has a fine record 

- but after the war her old crew 
are unable to find honest 
employment. They buy her 
from a scrapyard, refurbish her 

- and embark on a life of 
smuggling. 

Post-war Britain is In the 
grip of rationing and the 
rewards are high. Then or>e of 
the crew sees an opportunity 
to make even more loot by run¬ 
ning counterfeit money and 
guns for London gangsters 
and the mood on boarcTdark¬ 
ens ... 

From Dunkirk to VE Day the 
MGBs, MTBs and Motor 
Launches of the Coastal 
Forces fought over 780 
actions, sinking 800 enemy 
vessesis, Including 48 E-boats. 
Having fired 1,169 torpedos, 
their percentage of hits and 
probable hits bettered that of 
the Submarine Service. 

Does anyone know which 
vessel(a) were used in the 
film? 


BRITISH R.EA/S 
Replica Models in 1:1250th scale 

Models are cast in metal and hand painted, mounted on a wooden 
plinth with brass name plate 



ILF.A Olwcn, 
Resource, Argus, 
Fort Grange, 
Tidespring, 
Diligence, 
Green Rover, 
Ravleaf and Lvness 
^ £40.00 e^ch 


Prices inclauive post and packsnf^ 

lu onlrf vwir rmtilcl. um( 4 )r vihit rumr. ami tljviimr irirphtinr niinihrr. 

ikmf; with ^uf with clicquc or cmlit cani JciJiK (viWmastcriani) to: 


Angela Bowler, Skytm Led, Park House, 2S Park Road. 14iughborough, 
Uics. LEI I 3ED Tel: 0IS09 233298 Fax: 0IS09 210336 

k_ llcjir tyip jS dty, jrlimv _w 


• The original painting offered 
as the prize in the competition 
(below) is by aviation artist 
Edward Ash, who in 1999 was 
one of a select number of 
British aviation artists to be 
invited to exhibit in the presti¬ 
gious International Aviation An 
Competition by the American 
Society of Aviation Anists. 

^ith the end of Sea Harrier 
FR$ Mk 1 operations in August 
1994, the Sea Harrier FA Mk 2 
became the Royal Navy's oper¬ 
ational evaluation unit, soon 
operating over Bosnia. No 801 
^n, deploying its FA Mk 2s in 
HMS Ark Royal in January 
1995 became the first front line 
operators of this aircraft. 

The anist will appear with the 
painting in the service display 
hangar during RNAS 
Yeovittons Air Day on July 15 
(seepage 16). 


Win a Signed Framed Limited Edition Print 



ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


warpaint 

job for 
Minerva 


HMS Minerva, seen 
here in January 1915, 
is painted in a com¬ 
plicated overall cam¬ 
ouflage scheme. 

There are 3pdr guns 
In the bridge wings 
and ‘dodgers’ (wind- 
proof canvas 
screens) have been 
rigged on the forward 
spotting top and aft 
fighting top. 

Except for the 
Eclipse, the whole 
class had been 
rearmed between 
1902 and 1904 with 
11 6in guns. 

The Minerva saw 
much service In 
Middle Eastern 
waters during the 
first half of World 
War I, and was sold ' 
for scrap in 1920. 

- from Cruisers 
Camera (Sutton 
£19.99) by Roger 
Hayward 


Enigma variation 
submerges fact 



HOW TO ENTER 


Gome up with a pri/e winning title to win u 
superb framed Limited Edition Print Number 
One, which will be signed b> Sea Harrier pilots 
and the Arti.st. This pri/e is valued at £200.00. 

The sectind prize Is Print Number Two signed by 
pilots and the Artist and is unframed. 

The third prize is an unframed Artist signed 
print valued at £45.00. 

All you have to do to enter is read the background 
information and devise an appropriate title which 
will appear on the print. 


Gip the coupon in ‘Navy News’ (original 
coupons only no photocopies accepted) and 
complete the Competition Entry Form and 
send to ‘Navy News* at. 

Navy News, IIMS Nelson, 
Queen Street Portsmouth POl 3HH 
By 4th August 2000 


FriTct mil he ikipak ht^Okniif wrri ftt m memnmif September 
The .\rtul rmd ‘Navy News’ Uecixtnm is fimit Hmplo\ee.% 
itf Navy News ami ihrtr famiUes arc inrligiMr to enter. 


My suggestion for a title is; 


Name ... 
Addre.ss 


daytime tel no. 


T he NEW HollvwiK)d 
war movie U-571 tells 
how a fearless hand of 
American sailors captured the 
first Enigma encryption device 
from a Nazi submarine. 

History, of course, records that 
the first such machine was actually 
seized by Lt Balme, RN. followms 
an action by HMS Aubretia and 
HMS Bulldog, six months before 
Americ'a even entered the war. 

When it was put to him that his 
film was literally a travesty, a 
shameless appropriation of anoth¬ 
er country s history, the star 
Matthew McConaugh^ respond¬ 
ed in a TV interview; “That’s >^r 
opinion hut, you know, if thin^ 
had gone the w’ay wc show them in 
the picture, well, that’s pretty 
much the way it would have hap¬ 
pened.” 

If his acting career ever falters 
there's probamy a future in politics 
awaiting Mr McConaughey, 
although scntcfKcs like the one 
just quoted really need a brazen 
“Let me make (his absolutely 
clear” to be truly cffctiKc. 


Anyway, the argument Is that U- 
571 is meant to he primarily an 
action bliKkbusicr, with Enigma 
an incidental plot gimmick. As 
such, it’s certuinlv lavish, noisy 
entenainment, full of bad enemy 
marksmanship and stuffed with 
crises of every description, all 
involving much rushina about 
against a background of hissing 
steam and clanking pistons. 

Submariners should have a good 
time applauding the authentici¬ 
ty/making fun of the absurdities, as 
appropriate. But the controversy 
remains. Hollywood reckons that 
the picture is merely an entenain- 
mcnl and it misses the point to 
take such thin& seriously. 

Ihie enough, no doubt, but it 
would be interesting to test the 
proposition further with, say, a 
movie about Scotland Yard’s 
relentless pursuit of Al Capone, or 
one about the six Manchester lads 
who raised the Union Jack on Iwo 
Jima... 

Anyone who still reads, or 
remembers, the novels of Dennis 
Wheatley will know what to expect 
from The Ninth Gate It's the duel 


of wits between a suave, devil-wor¬ 
shipping millionaire and a 
rcsourcesful young hero, with 
strange encounters in remote 
country houses and ruined abbeys, 
and with an extremely high death 
rate among subsidiary characters. 

As it happens. The Ninth Gate 
isn't actually based on one of 
Wheatley’s stories, but the atmos¬ 
phere and the inpedients are so 
identical, you feel he’s present at 
least in spirit. 

The plot gimmick here, the 
Enigma cqutvalenl, is the search 
for a series of ancient books which 
will reveal the deepest, darkest 
secrets of the Prince of Darkness. 

Johnny Depp is the streetwise 
book detective caught up in the 
Satanic toils, while Prank l.angella 
takes what would once have iKcn 
the Vincent Price role: the evil 
mastermind. 

It’s not remotely frightening, 
nor docs it really try to be, it's sim¬ 
ply an engrossing, rather old-fash- 
loncd yam, with a lot of giKid 
things going for it, not least the 
imposing score by Polish composer 
Wojciccn Kilar. 
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At Your Leisure 




INVITED on board the Trident submarine HMS Vengeance, 
Gosport artist Andy Wing produced a lighthearted cutaway 
drawing of life on board a ‘bomber’, of which a detail is shown 
here. He took as his inspiration the well-known humorous sil¬ 
houettes produced by the late Cdr Alfred Hughes - also a keen 
naturalist who illustrated several books on birds. The Bomber is 
available from Stoke Gallery, 175-177 Stoke Road, Gosport, 
Hants as a 84cm X 29cm print (£17.50), mounted (£32.50) or 
(£62) all including pp in the UK. 


Historic 
Lists go 
on CD 


FOUR ri>i of historic Naval iltK- 
umcnls have been produced In a 
Portsmouth aimpany working 
with the City Library’. 

Rcalvision Imaging Siilulions 
have so far atpicd the Navy Lisfs 
of May. ISOy and Aueust. IQ 14, 
the Marines List of 1834 and a 
Photographic History ot 
Portsmouth Dockyard 1900-20 
compiled b\’ Mark K-scott Frost. 

luittcry' rnoncy has been applied 
for by the Naval Libraries & 
Museums Consorlium with a view 
to eventually recording the entire 
Navy List in this manner. 

Tile CT>s require no special 
software to be viewed and each 
carries an index to assist with 
browsing. 

The 1805 Navy List was the last 
to be published before Ifafalgar 
while tnc 18.34 h4arines L/sf gives a 
fascinating iasight into the world 
of the Marines, awnplcte with pay 
scale details. 

Tile IQI4 Navy List, published 
on the very cve of war. gives a full 
listing of Hiitish and Common* 
wealth Naval and Marine ofTicers. 
IX’tails arc given of ancillarv sup- 
piirt establishments such as 
Iruining Stations. Coastguards, 
airhelds. hos|iitals. eollegcs and 
orphanages. 

All are available at £Q.Q5 from 
RIS at Suite 4117, Victory House. 
Somers Road North. IHirtsmimth 
IH)| IPJ. 


Painting helped 
paralysed Tony to 
master stroke 

A I’ORMI-'R Royal Navy sjiilor who learned to paint pictures in pastel with his left hand after his 
right was paralysed by a stroke is exhibiting his work in Hampshire next month. 

*n>ny Spencer {Oh) ji^ined the 
RN from an orphanage in IQNI, 
serving for ten years and kaving as 
an acting yeoman <»f signals. Tlien. 
at the ace of 4Q he suffered a 
stroke which paralysed hts right 
side. 

He told Navy News “After a 
frustrating period I got my'sclf 
together and learnt to use my left 
hand. From this came the idea of 
learning to paint. Ihis I’ve done 
with my left hand, although my 
right hand hits more or less come 
back to normal." 

Tony’s piiintings are works of 
iiu;ility bv ai^' standard, many of 
tneni reflecting his Naval service 
and his love of the sea on which he 
still sails for pleasure 

The worts on view at his 
’Shades of Pastel 2tMltl* exhibition 
at llomewell House. Havant, on 
August 4-h. will include paintings 
of warships, tall ships, yachts, 
sea-scapes and landscapes. Among 
them is ime of HM submarine 
Affray which was lost with all 
hands in 1951. and a portrait of the 
New /xaland tall ship Eye of the 
Wind, which Tony sketched while 
sailing his catamaran. 

Homewell House, the kical HO 
of the Coaservative AsMK'iatkin is 
at the rear of St faith's C'huah. It 
is Tony’s fifth exhibition and and 
he says that most of the painting 
will be on sale at reasonable 
prices. 

# Detail from invincible*, by 
Tony Spencer (inset), now 
owned by Rear Admiral Roy 
Clare, her former CO and now 
Director of the National 
Maritime Museum. 



ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 
1919-1S94 
nou; with addendum 
1993-1998 

A l«iu-%uluiar «i»rk la Inrdburk aith 
X-paf^ adittoduia. FaQ ciilour print* 
inj> of o\er 172$ •ppruo'd Pallrm 
hiMterv for H.XI. Shlp\. Mmht 
F slMblKhmcms and R.F.A*ft (ufelhrr 
with a brief text for nery badge, full 
itdes and of Imidk Icrias. 

£54 inc. p.|i. LX AtalUbk fnm tmr 
Mime bQuL>lwpv ur fniin; 

STONE FRIGATE 

17. Aliinqion Drive, Strood Kent 
IIE2 3SR 

Tel 01634-711167 lor further infor¬ 
mation 


GET YOUR 
BOOK PUBLISHED 

Have you or your family a Mury yxiu 
wish lit share? Ixi BDPpmdoiv il 
(Xir spcvialisi publishing service wilt 
eiwttfr the higtheu professional sUiHlards. 
I'tauii at tw iMkiT aAmMHB • taU •» laaaacnfi 

liemurd Dumfnrd Publishing 

Tbr Old Masmm. Rmmhrr. WrM Sussex. 
IIN44 .tWE, Ufiilrd KbiKdam 
Tel: BI90.t g|66n Eax: OIW Xli65.4 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

The Pentlartd Press 

EilIntNiricIi I anibrMcr iKirhaai I SA 
Eatabhahed pubitahef wBtoomn 
booKa m aH aubjecia 

lAYBe tor dMafa or aantf your mBnotenpl to 
Pvniland Praat (NN). 1 Hutton Cloaa. 

South Church. Durham OL14 6X0 
Tor 01383 776665 Foa 01388 776766 


‘TIIM.S. itAMib'.S (The firwl lartrwrili 
viilcti. Ideal hirthday /surpnM.* prr 
NCia IXKunicntafy includes all ax(Kxia 
of GANtiES before demolition. One 
Icar-jcrking hour of noMoJgio. pro¬ 
duced b> JOHN IX)UGLA.S author 
n.M2». GANGES (Roll on my do/.cfi!i 
& II M S GANGF2> (Tales of the 
T.R.O.G.’S.) S.A.E. dcUiU Douglas 
Mae. Penmanh Redruth. Cornwall 
TRI6 6NX 

III* BOOKFINDFR.S: F.siaNishcd 
professional service liKating out 
of print lilies on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAB 
required. Contact: 2Z Fofds Close. 
DIedlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire. 
HPI4 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax: (01494) 481121. 
manin(S hp-bookfirKicrs.co.uk 


Historic CD-ROM's 


The Navy List May 1805 
The Navy List August 1914 
The Marines List January 1834 
The Portsmouth Guide 1775 
Portsmouth Dockyard 1900-1920 
a Photographic History 


photo's 
front Olct! 


Scratched * Riopea * Faded 


Using a computerised process, 
we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original Image. 
Repairs Irom: Cl9.99 
Enlargements from: C6.00 
Ouantom imaging 

'iKJf)//(tn. ,tamp 
r^)l^/jrSA Tcfpfjrr 

offse esoaow 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

lABQE STOCKS • MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATUROAT tQ-D 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books. 

9a 100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


TKJER, LION & BLAKE 

The Navy’s Last Cruisers 

T hirteen chapters of highly rcodohlc IcxI Icll 
die vlory id the Royid Navy\ last hig gun 
cniiscrs fnim Ihr laying dimn id the hulls to ihrir 
omxal at the breaker s yard Ihe text is enlivened 
by mcmoncs from Ihose wlio versed in llie ships 
juki there arc over 110 Nock A while amt seven 
colcHir phiHographs RvewonJ by Rear-Admiral Mkhiel Siaccx CB. TIfer j com¬ 
manding officer IU75-t975. llinJkK'k. with full colour laminoicd dusi jociict. 

Prior £2I..M> plus p&p LSHN I VOI225 03 X 
Also Sim Atailuhle; 

HMS BA(H.B 1942^1478 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&pinr»ly lepiininJ) 

HMS VK TORIOI S 1937-1969 (IlirdbAck) £21.00 plus p&p 
HMS ( B.VIAt R 194.1^1972 tllardbuck) £16.95 pliLs pAp 
ITIRKB ARK ROYAI.S 19.1X^1999 (Hardbark) £2.1.00 plus pAp 
rk»w «U a.50 pAp fur Ihc UK A EU ur C4.tX) fur isurVlwiilc Mirtacr moil PayracM by 
Mertmg clin|Mr. posial imlcf, «r by MS A/M\.STRRrARD Telephnnc/Fts ankrs stri c o ui c d 
Fnmi KAN Pi BLJI AIHIVS 17 Wymam Lane. CTicllcfiliam. tikis UL51 M(M 
Trt/Fai 01 242 5X0290. or order bom rand hnoAsbnps Alkm 21 days for driiscry 



£9.95 tach. Syitom rtoulrtmemt: 
PC.CO-ROM drivB, Windows 9a;9e/NT 
IC4 or orBBtrr 

www.archiv6britain.com 

Archivt Britain. Suits 407 Victory 
Houm. Portsmouth P01 IPJ 
Tstophonn 023 9275 6275 
Email: navyQarchhrBbritain.com 


This Month's Book Bargains 

A BARREN PUCE - National SBrvicanMn in 
Korea (mallier) Wu £14.95 Now £6.96 
APtCTDRIALMSTORYOFTNESEA VHAR 
193M5 (Kemp) Was £16.95 Now £9.99 
CARRIER C0M6AT(WniggJ 

Wat £27.50 NOWC12J8 
NELSON’S BLOOD - The story of Navy Run 
Was £10.96 No«£5J9 


AU Oim PRICES WCIUOE UK a BfPO POSTASE 
OVBISEAS AOO 10% 


MARITIME BOOKS 
Lodge HilL Uskean) PLU 4EL 
Tefc 01579 343863 Fax: 01579 346747 

Iw ■■ MmI cMifa K M «• 
baftla baoki ooi vWaos on Bw wsb at 

www.navybookSeCom 

HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN A BOOK? 

Wir art an exclusive inAependent 
publishing company currently 
seeking to extend our lists. 
Write wtth tletaiL efyour (rook to: 

TMC (N), Whitworth Hall, 
Spenny^fnoor, County 
Durham, DL16 7QX 

TeL 0/388 768973 
Fax: 0/388 768974 


NAVALNARITIME BOOKS > 

Our 6 s> monthly rMMrym t /tmm f% oNw an 
MwNOnQ ind nonrepMMirv tsifctlon trom our 
Itr^ttlock ot Mconnwnd books on il ospicti of 

PiMWe NWerat m MWWig 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOORS 
PO Bok 7 St Laonards-on-Sea, 
East Suaiei. TN38 8WX 
N Tel/Fax: 01424 S53006 ^ 
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Education 



SERVICE 

CHILDREN'S 



Service Children’s Education 
(United Kingdom) 

Do you have concerns about 
your child’s education? 

Contact SCE(UK) for advice, 
support & information. 


HQ Services Children’s Education (UK) 
Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey 
Wiltshire SN9 6BE 

Telephone Helpline: 019K0 61H244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 


''This is an outstanding school." 

OFSTED 


• A voluntary aided, mixed 13-18 Grammar School 

• No tuition costs. Hoarding fees £2.n^o per term 

• ^7% A/B grades at A level. 90% of students go on to 
University 

• 400 seat theatre, sports hall, astroturf and a new 
technology centre 

• Weekend programmes with a wide range of outdoor 
pursuits 

• Art, design, music and drama thrive 

• 75 acres of grounds 

Contact the Registrar at: 

Cranbrook School, Oanbrtwk, Kent, TN17 3JD 

Tel: 01580 712554 Fax: 01580 715365 

E-mail: regi>crar('» cranbrook.kcnt.sch.uk 


/^RANBROOT^ 

SCHOOL JV 

One of the most successful schools in Britain 


St. John's College 



This Indfpendrnt Day and Boarding School 
wiih a strong multinational and 
iaternatwnal dimension provides 
an excellent education Jor boys and girls aged 2 to IS. 

UPPER SC HOOL Scholarships available 
& Scparaic sciences taughi 

SIXTH FORM 34 acres of playing fields 

LOW ER SUHCMIL Full use of upper school facilities 
French taught throughout 
Input from s^iccialist 
subjcci teachers 

X1 RSER Y Open betuecn Ham lo 6pm. 

50 >seeks per year 

Please (’all for \ IVmpectus 


^^^11^02392815118 Fax: 023 92 873603 


E-moihsjcso uthseaOtinaont.net 
www.stjohnscollege.co.uk 


School club 
for 

Latin lovers 

IN THE light of a natiomsidc 
revival of interest in Latin. 
Portsmouth High SchiHil is 
offering its girls in Year 6 the 
opportunity to study the language 
a.s an after setHH)! club activity 
from September. 

Ilianks lo characters rn>m the 
nos Latin icxtUnds - Minimus the 
mouse and Vibrissa (meaning 
whiskers) the cat, who IKe with 
their human family in Roman 
Britain, there is an increasing 
demand for l.atin lunchtime 
activities, and after*sch<H)l clubs in 
primary schtMds throughtiut the 
ciHintry. 

Minimus is designed to 
support primary*level work 
on the structure of English 
by its lively presentation of 
grammar and its 
investigation 
of English vocabulary 
derivative words. 

At IHmsmouih High School. Dr 
Lynctte Watson. Head of the 
Classics Department, will be 
trialling this new initiative in 
September with some of the junior 
pupils. 

T'hc schixil is fortunate in 
having a member of staff w'hL> is 
aMe to run the course, as there is a 
shortage of people to organise 
chiles - an appeal has l>ccn made 
for grandparents with l.atin to 
volunteer lo help inil. 

Penelope Kirk. Head of the 
Junior ^hotil. said: **l am 
delighted to be offering vmiething 
totally different to the girls in the 
sch<K)L which will also 
complement the LJtcracy Hour 
and support our course in 
history." 

Course h(H>k.s and clubs have 
received support from the Latin 
Primary Project, and national and 
international businesses have 
contributed financially. 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 

The Business Manager (JS07/00I, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH Telephone: 02392 733558 
or buy online at wvvw.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can 
be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for 
payment by credit card/switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 














Casual Tie 
(White Ensigns 
cascading on 
a Navy Blue 
Background) 

UK Price £12.25 
Overseas Price £12.75 
Clip On Tie 
UK Price £13.25 
Overseas Price £13.75 




52**xS" White Ensign Scarf 
UK Price £12.99 
Overseas Price £13.49 



Club Tie (White Enigns) 
UK Price £12.25 
Overseas Price £12.75 
Clip On Tie 
UK Price £13.25 
Overseas Price £13.75 


e CROWN COPYRIGHT MOO 
WEprodurad wnth 0 m parmistion I 
•« 0M CorMMlM HII&O 
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Black Baseball Cap 
UK Price £4.75 
Overseas Price £5.25 
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Options Jsbuck 

works with 
France and 
Portugal 


SURVPY ship HMS 
Rucbuck worked closely wiih 
ships from France and 
Portugal to ensure the suc¬ 
cess of the NAI’O exercise 
‘Linked Sciis/ 

She was away from IX*vtmport 
lor two months for an exiensKc 
round of survey operations to 
provide vital data lor the wart arc 
stage of the exercise. 

And the dcpkwmeni necessi¬ 
tated regular siand*ofls in 
Lisbon and Setuhal to down-load 
inlorniation and lake on stores. 

\\orking with her ctHinierparts 
in the French and Prntuguese 
navies she made tihservations on 
everything fri»m shallow water 
hH>tlom features to ivcanograph- 
ic and mctcorol«>gieal patterns. 

And durine the exercise itself 
she gathered intelligence and 
coiidueled K^rding operations 
against 'enemy' vessels. 

RiK-buck's' CO, U Cdr 
Graham Tiirnhulk said: "The 
pri>gramme was wide and varied 
and the deployment provided a 
great opportunity for our ship to 
display her operational flexibility 
ana adaplabilily." 

After Linked Seas, UMS 
Roebuck put in for a short main¬ 
tenance period and site is relum¬ 
ing to survey operalktas later in 
the month. 


Dutch ship 
training at 
Devonport 

DUTC H frigate HNLMS Van 
Amstcl has been visiting 
Plymouth for a five-week 
package of training 

The^tn Amstcl has just com¬ 
pleted training in the Netherlands 
navy training squadntn after a 
major overhaul. 

Hut the five-weeks under Flag 
Officer Scu Training at 
IVvoiiporl is designed to bring 
her fully ^ to speed before she 
joins NATO’s Standing Naval 
Force Mediterranean. 

The ship has u eomplemeni of 
147 sailors and officers and she 
entered service in l*W3. The ship 
displaces tonnes and her 

armament includes u 76mm gun. 
torpedoes. Harpoon anti-ship 
missiles and Sea Sparrow anti-air¬ 
craft missiles. 

Van Amstcl’s Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Carl van Haastcrl. 
said: "After this training we will 
sail away as a fine-tuned opera¬ 
tional shin with a team on board 
convinced that it has given its 
best. Apart fr«>m that, wc arc 
kK)king forward to a plea.sant stay 
in Plymouth. 

The Netherlands is one of 
FOST’s bi^cst mcrscas amtrac- 
lors, with knir or five Hutch war¬ 
ships are put through their train¬ 
ing pri>grammc each year. 


PRINCE 
MICHAEL 
DROPS IN 

PRINCE MICHAEL of Kent has made 
two visits to Naval Reserve units in 
his capacity as Honorary 
Commodore of the RNR. 

At HMS Eaglet In Merseyside he pre¬ 
sented long service and good conduct 
(LSGC) medals and an Investors In 
People Award. 

And on his first visit to HMS Dalriada 
In Greenock he congratulated personnel 
for winning the Thomycroft Tr(»hy for 
most effective unit, presented a Reserve 
Decoration and another LSGC, and bade 
farewell to Lt Cdr Peter Greenhaigh who 
is leaving the Service after 40 years in 
uniform, the last five at HMS Dalriada. 



• DALRIADA: HRH Prince Micheel of Kent chats to Lt Cdr Greenhaigh (left) Marian 
Rennie and CPOWTR Mat Pounder on his first visit to the unit at Greenock. 


H MS ATHERSTONE has returned to Portsmouth 
after a 22-week deployment to the Gulf with her 
sister ships HMS Bridport and HMS Inverness 
and the survey ship HMS Beagle. 


TTic long voyage to the Gulf 
saw fuel stops at Gibraltar, 
Sicilv and Crete and a speedy 
double engine change for 
Athersione at Oman. 

After visits to Abu Dhabi. 
Bahrain and Al Jubayl they 
cncfiuntcrcd ihc forceful Nonh- 
Wcstcrly wind known as the 
Shcmal which tested some of the 
strongest constitutions. 

'Then they rendezvoused with 
HMS Illustrious, HMS Gloucester 
and HMS Monmouth, at the start 
of three major exercises with Ihc 
carrier group, the Royal Saudi 
Navy and a large mulii-national 


exercise kninvn as Arabian 
Gauntlet 20(11). 

On the way back there were vis¬ 
its to Muscat. Salahia and 
Djibouti, a week al the Red Sea 
resort of Eilat where the sailors 
dived on coral reefs and made 
excursions to Jerusalem and Petia 
in Jordan. And after a transit of 
the Suez Canal they called at 
Malta, Ibiza and LL^>n before 
reaching Britain. 

While her sister vcvscLs returned 
to Scotland. Atherstone docked 
for a five-week maintenance peri¬ 
od in Portsmouth and will spend 
the summer surveying the L^K 
Coastline. 


• WELCOME HOME: HMS Atherstone returns to Portsmouth after 
her highly-successful deployment to the Middle East. 

Acton’s name lives on 

THE FAMILY of a Naval officer who was killed in the Turkish 
earthquake disaster last year visited HMS Atherstone for an 
important ceremony when she returned from the Gulf. 



Minesweepers back 
from Gulf 


Tactical trainer goes on line 


A NEW ERA in operations 
r(X)m training has begun with 
the opening of a £2()-million 
simulator at FIMS Dryad. 

The new Combined Tactical 
Trainer built by Alcnia Marconi 
Svsiems IS a complete replica of a 
lipc 23 ops room. 

And it will allow warfare stu¬ 
dents to become proficient at 
every aspect of their work before 
they join their first ships. 

Although the system is expen¬ 
sive, it is expected to pay for itself 
before the end of the year with the 
savings made by not having to use 
real ships, submarines and aircraft 
in future training exercises. 

The facility will uls^) prtwidc the 
opportunilv for Ships Command 
Teams to ’engage in refresher # UP AND RUNNING: The new tactical trainer at HMS Dryad 
training. which was officially opened by Vice Admiral Jonathan Band. 



Ll Cdr James Acton was the 
operations officer for MCMl and 
was in Turkey to arrange a visit bv 
British miiK'swecpcrs when Ihc 
earthquake struck last August. 

In his memory, the annual 
Minewarfarc Efficiency Trophy 
was replaced with a handsomely 
engraved silver salver and re¬ 
named the James Acton Trophy. 

This year the renamed tronhv 
was snared between HM6 
Atherstone and HMS Sandown 
for their work in clearing bombs 
and missiles which were 
iettisoned in the Adriatic dunng 
NATO’s air campaign in Kosovo. 

HMS Atherstone has held the 
trophy for the last sL\ months but 
after ncr return to Portsmouth it 
was handed buck to Mrs Alisiin 
Acton, who then formally pre¬ 
sented It to Lt Cdr Gordon 
Abcmcihy. CO of the Faslanc- 
based minesweeper HMS 
SandiYwn. Sandown keeps the 
trophy until the end of the year. 


Sweet memories from visit to York 



HMS YORK was surprised and delighted to receive a gift of 
4,000 sweets during a visit to an affiliated charity in their 
namesake city of York. 

The ship’s Comnfianding Officer, Cdr Paul Porter, was visiting 
Galtres School with a party of sailors from the ship when the 
sweets were presented by headmaster George Gilmour. 


They had been collected by 
the parents and teachers of 
children at the school as a ges¬ 
ture of thanks for the generos¬ 
ity which has been shown by 
the ship's company in recent 
years. 

As a reminder to look after 
their teeth, a tube of toothpaste 
was also presented with the 
sweets and Surg Lt Roland 
Woods went along with his 
mobile dental clinic just in 
case! 

During the visit to York two 
sailors from the ship were 
honoured by the city’s 
Company of Merchant 
Adventurers. 


CPO Nick Giles and LSA 
Simon Tracey were awarded an 
engraved tankard after they 
were nominated for the awards 
by Cdr Porter, who said they 
had made the most valuable 
contribution to their unit and 
the wider community. 

And there was another 
award for HMS York’s affiliated 
Sea Cadet unit, TS York. 

Ordinary Cadet Gary Benton 
was chosen as the unit's Man 
of the Month’ and was also pre¬ 
sented with a tankard by the 
Governor of the Company of 
Merchant Adventurers, Mr 
Linsay Mackinlay. 


IN BRIEF 


Cransmen 
at work 

THE ONLY surviving landing 
craft fri>m ihc Falkands War is 
being refurbished by 5.^V 
A.ssiiult Squadron 

The unit. >vliieh is bused at 
Turnchapcl, vnluniccrcd for 
the j()b and cidleeicd the land¬ 
ing craft vehicles and pervm- 
nel (LC'VPi Irnm ihe Riwal 
Maniies Museum at Easincy. 
Portsmouth 

Baroness at 
Collingwood 

BARONESS BUkstitnc has 
paid a visit to Ihe KN’s 
Weapons Engineering and 
('ommunieations school al 
HMS C’ollingxviHKl. 

During Ihc visit The 
Minister for Educali<»n and 
Employment presented end of 
course eertineates and was 
briefed on the civilian and 
Navy modern apprenticeship 
schemes currently being 
taught at HMS Colli'ngwiHxi. 

Grant for 
St Vincent 

STAFF at the Whitehall 
Communications Centre St 
Vincent are celebrating Ihe 
award of grunts worth £16.(101). 

The money, from The 
Sailor's Fund and Fleet 
Amenities Fund, will pay for 
spi>i1s equipment which will 
help tlxm to stay in shape 
despite the fact that they are 
based in the centre of lAtndim. 

BFBS offers 
Its support 

BFBS Force Radio has 
launched a new initiative to 
help Service support charities 
to gel their message across. 

'Forces Action' will help 
them to reach the SMI.IKM) 
British Servicemen and their 
families who arc stationed all 
cner the world. 

Forces Action Manaeer 
Jonathan Bennett said: "Wc 
aim to maximise the effective¬ 
ness of these agencies by 
ensuring the central message 
is put across on a global level.** 

Mary Rose 
Trust forms 
new firm 

A NEW etimpany has been 
formed by the Mary Rose 
Trust in Portsmouth to offer its 
expertise to marine archacoltv 
gy projects world-wide. 

A f2-sm»ng team will he 
available to provide advice on 
all marine eonsenation and 
archcologiatl matters ranging 
from environmental and 
impKiel assessment to the stor¬ 
age and display of relics. 

The learn, which hniks after 
the Tudor hull of the Mary 
Rirse. is already engiiged in a 
number of archaeology 
projects ariHind the UK. 

Air Day at 
Newark 

MARITIME PATROL and 
Search and Rescue aircraft 
enthusiasts should head for 
Nottinghamshire on JuK 22-23. 

Newark Air Museum is run¬ 
ning an event based around 
that theme at Winihorpe 
Airfield, and their Shuckicton 
Mk 3 aircraft WR977 will be 
on display. For details call Ros 
Blaekmorc (day) on 01636 
707170 or Howard Hcelcy 
(evenings) on 0115 920 I5.Vi. 
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Drafty 



A message from Commodope Naval Drafting 


Jointery brings 
billets inshore 

D ECEMBER'S Drafty article mentioned the developments made last 
year in ratings' career management and said that one particular 
facility, the ‘local drafting office’ in Devonport, might lead to a wider 
application. 

Well, things have moved fast. I'here has been a growing demand for advice on drafting and wider 
ctireer aspects at the waterfront, and in May a Drafting and Career Management Liaison Office 
(DC.VtLO) was established in Portsmouth in the former D3/D5 Squadron Offices on Victory Jetty. 



Situations 

vacant 

VOLUNTEERS are sought 
for the followir>g jobs: 

POAEM(L)/(M) for Cdre 
Naval Aviation. A shore bil¬ 
let at Devonport. Air 
Engineering Rep, required 
Oct for 18 months. 

AB (Any) for HMS 
Cambridge. A shore billet 
near Plymouth, security 
duties, from August for six 
to 18 months. 

AB (Any) for Capt Base 
Port (DLO) at HMS Drake. 
A shore billet at 
Devonport, security duties, 
from August for 6 to 16 
months. 

AB (Any) for BRNC 
Dartmouth. Security 
duties, from August for six 
to 12 months. 


This Is open ikvw for all ratings 
of all branches in the naval base to 
seek information on drafting 
options and more general naval 
career advice. Details are in 
RlSTm 101/00. 

At the same time, us announced 
in another RNTM (lOlDO). the 
Devonport office (which has run 
the 6FS Continuirv Drafting 
schcinc since April 99) was 
expanded to provide a full 
DL'MLO service for all ratings in 
that naval base. 

Later in the summer, the third 
IX'MI.O will i»pcn in Faslanc to 
give all nilingx on the CKdc their 
own facility. 

Great things arc expected of 
these new Liaison Offices, giving 
ratings face i«» face contact with 
my draftinit representatives and 
supplementing the divisMimil sv^- 
lem. 

All raling.s in the naval bases 
whi> wish to make use of this ser¬ 


vice arc cnaiuraged to btxik an 
appointment. The RNTMs men¬ 
tioned above provide details of 
contact numbers etc. 

The Ollier development I want 
to highlight in this aniclc is the 
increasing opportunity for rulings 
to serve away from traditional 
naval areas in the UK. 

Probably the most publi¬ 
cised change is that affect¬ 
ing the fixed-wing Fleet Air 
Arm community, relocating 
from Somerset to East 
Anglia. 

Under Joint Force 2tMM). the 
three RN Harrier s<|uadrons. 
ti>gelher with their associated sec- 
iind line support elements, will 
move to RAF Cottesmore and 
RAF Wittering in 2<)0.\ 

RN personnel arc already serv¬ 
ing witn the Hamer Engineering 
.Authority at R.AF Wyton. 


Siime opportunities have arisen 
UK) for rota^ wing FA/\. with two 
exchange billets with RFMF in 
Germany and one with the Army 
at Watlisham near Ipswich. 

The advent of the Joint 
Helicopter Command is expected 
to generate a small numoer of 
posts at HU Land. Wilton. 

Recent dcvelopmenis have seen 
an increasing requirement for 
Photographic branch ratings to 
specialise as Image Analysts. 
After their specialist training lA 
ratings cun expect to spend much 
of their time at the Joint Air 
Rca>nnais.sancc and Intelligence 
Centre in Huntingdon. 

The move towards more joint- 
cry. with the establishment of 
organisations like the Deferwe 
Procurement Agenev' and IXdenee 
Logistics Organis^ition. have creat¬ 
ed opportunities across the hoard 
for all branches. 


In the future, a few 
‘Weaponeers* could find them- 
seKes at Didcol, while Inicgrated 
Project Teams (IPTsl at Bath and 
Abbey Wood (Bristol) will demand 
Artificers with prcKurcmcnt and 
research skills and are already 
leading to a migration for some 
away uom the more familiar base 
ports. 

IPTs at Abbey Wood will also 
Involve many warfare branch 
senior ratings in the cutting 
edge of future warship 
design and procurement, 
worlung closely with the 
Civil Service and industry. 

Communiculinns Technicians 
already do much of their training 
within a In-service environment 
and their future professional 
employment is likely to he wide- 
ranging both in a pmfcssional and 
gciigraphical sense. 


The Defence Communkralions 
Services AgefK 7 (DC'SA) covers all 
the Iri-scrvicc wmmunicalions 
requirements and us such 
Communicators and Radio 
Maintained can expect to find 
themselves working with all three 
services at home and overseas. 
The Headuuarters of the DCSA 
will .shortly f>c c.stahllshcd at Forest 
MiKir in Yorkshia*. 

In addition a large number of 
personnel arc employed by the 
Permanent Joint Headquarters 
(PJHU) at Northwood. Ihcy 
could end up working anywhere in 
the world. jx>ssibly at sluirl notkx*. 
In recent years this type of “indi¬ 
vidual deployment'* included 
Kosiivo and Cambodia. 

Equally a few could sixin he 
serving on the staff ol the new 
C'ommand and Staff C'ollcge being 
set up at Shnvenham in Wiltshire. 

The Supply Branch has for some 
lime been well rcprc.scntcd in 


"other areas’* at home and over¬ 
seas, and this will aintinuc. 

It is the Medical branch, howev¬ 
er, who will sec some radical 
changes with the establishment in 
Birmingham of the Centre of 
Defence Medicine. 

llicy already have opportunities 
to serve in the Defence Secondary 
Care Ageru^’ in what u.scd to be 
Army or RAF hospitals and. now, 
military wings of NILS hospitals. 

So there is plenty of interesting 
employment if you want something 
a little different. 

Details of all these opportuni¬ 
ties can be sought from your draft¬ 
ing desk. 

As always the mcv«wigc is keep 
in c-onlact IhriHtgh the divisional 
system and let us know your pref¬ 
erences. 

Commodore John Musters, 
Commodore Naval 
Drafting. 
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Vlayor: ‘You have thousands of friends here’ 



“YOU have thousands of friends here and wc will always be pleased to see you. 


Mayor of Ipswich GIr Don 
Edwards bestowed the 
Freedom of the Eiorc^ugh upon 
it.s affiliated ship, HMS 
Grafton.as she paid her fourth 
visit to the town last month. 

Despite unscasonul weather, 
^irits were not dampened as the 
type 23 frieatc*s ship's company 
exercised their right to march 
through the streets with ‘^swords 
drawn, bayonets fixed, drums beat¬ 
ing and colours flying'’. 

'Fhcy were supported by the 
band and soldiers from their affili¬ 
ated Army regiment, 4 Army Air 
Corps, and a smart turnout from 
the Ipswich RNA. 

Among the guests were the 
ship’s spon.sor. Lady Abbott, 
accompanied by her hu^and. Vice 
Chief of Defence Staff Admiral Sir 
Peter Abbott, and the Duke and 
Duchess of Grafton and their son. 
the Earl of Easton. 


Said cniniii.inding offK'er Cdr 
Bob Sanguinetti: '*It is manellous 
that the txmd between the shin and 
the Borough of Ipswich has nour¬ 
ished since the ship was built - the 
tics are both strong and genuine. 
Being eranted the Frecd^ is a 
rcmcmious privilege of which wc 
arc all very pnnid.*^ 

Commissioned in 1997, HMS 
Grafton has now paid four visits to 
the town and the opportunity was 
taken to reaffirm other local links. 

Cdr Sanguinetti look the salute 
at DK’isions in front of over 600 
students at the K^al Ho^ital 
School, Hoibrixik. ‘Ground Force 
Grafton* also as.sistcd in making a 
playground for disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren from Beacon Hill School 
while a sponsored cycle ride, timed 
to coincide with the shin’.s arrival 
in Ipswich, raised 11.500 for the 
school. 

After a brief spell of leave, HMS 
Grafton was due to deploy as part 


of the NATO task group. Standing 
Naval Force AllantK'. 


# Close bonds: HMS 
Grafton arrives in the River 
Orwell on her fourth visit to 
Ipswich. Inset: Mayor Don 
Edwards inspects the 
Shlp*s Company after 
granting them the Freedom 
of the Borough. 

Pkaurw: UMPHOT) Oaz Armtt 


'proud' Grafton 


Bond flourishos 


Freedom of l| 
bestowed on 



Ensigns made simple 


• ENSIGNS EVOLVE: Top - the Tudor ensign, In the Royal Livery 
colours green and white; below - fancy stripes reflect early Stuart 
fashions; opposite, top • common sense prevails with the first red 
ensian of c 1621; opposite, below - the British white ensian of 
1702 bears a wide red cross to distinguish It from the Frencn. 


I N JULY 1588, when the English fleet sailed to meet the 
Spanish Armada, the two great advantages they had over 
the Spaniards were greater speed and heavier armament. 
This enabled them to keep their distance while they 
fought, and avoid the risk of being grappled by the larger 
Spanish ships with their massed ranks of soldiery. 

The greater distance at which sea battles were now started 
brouaht the need for simpler, more distinctive flags than the intri¬ 
cate neraidic banners of earlier years. 

England's flag, the cross of St Gaorge, came Into its own, and 
a new flag was Introduced, the ensign. Like many of the earlier 
heraldic flags, It seems that this form of flag originated In military 
use ashore. The first ensian appeared at sea in about 1574, and 
whan the English fleet salM to meet the Armada the ships were 
clearly distinguished by big, bold ensigns at their sterns. 

The early ensigns were striped flags, some In the green and 
white of the Tudor Royal Livery colours, some red and white, 
some In other livery colours. All of them included a St George’s 
cross, sometimes overall but mostly in the upper, inner quarter- 
the canton as it is known in heraldry. 

Striped ensigns lasted into the eariy years of the Stuart period, 
with more and more stripes of more and more fancy colours, 
more "foppish”, as was the dress of those limes. 

Eventually, common sense prevailed, and In about 1621 the first 
red ensign appeared, followed some years later by the white and 
blue ensigns to distinguish the three squadrons into ¥vhich the 
fleet was now divided. 

At that time, the white ensign, like the others, was a plain flag 
with a St George's cross in the canton. 

As well as being the senior ensign of the King's ships, the red 
ensign was also worn by merchant ships. To begin with, the blue 
ensign denoted the second squadron in seniority in the fleet, and 
the white ensign the third, but the red, white and blue order was 
established in 1653. 

For the middle years of the 17th century the British Navy was 
mainly involved In first the Civil War and then the Dutch Wars, but 
towards the end of the century the French again became the main 
enemy. 

The French now used plain white flags, including ensigns, 
white being the royal colour. To make the British white ensign 
more easily distinguishable from the FrerKh, a wide red cross 
was added throughout the flag in 1702. 

The wide red cross later became narrower, but the basic form of 
the red, white and blue ensigns as we know them today had been 
evolved. 

(To be continued) 


As sea battles came to be fought at a 
greater distance, so simpler flags were 
needed for ship recognition. In the first of 
a two-part series, Cdr Bruce Nicolls - The 
Flag Man - describes the evolution of 
Naval Ensigns. 





































.VY NEWS. JULY 20(K» 


wv\'v\\miv\Ncws.coMk 


NoticeBoard 



Appointments 


Capt J. L. Williams to serve in 
the rank of Commodore and to be 
Director Naval Recruiting Sept. 8 
Cdr B. R. Archibald to be CO 
HMS Cambridge. Sept. 22. 

A'Cdr G. A. Newton to be CO 
HMS Victorious (Stbd). Oct 3. 

Lt Cdr A. J. Burton to be CO 
HMS Inverness. May 2. 

Lt Cdr D. Dutton to be CO 
HMS Dulverton. Nov 6. 


Points 
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THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through Its 
pages to recall some of the July head¬ 
lines of past decades ... 

40 years ago 

BRITAIN'S first gutded missile destroyer. HMS 
Devonshire, was launched at Cammell Laird's 
Birkenhead yard Dy Princess Alexandra. The ship 
was armed with medium-range Seasiug and longer 
range Seacat ship-to air missiles 

With the disappearance ol Bntain s last battle 
ship Navy Newf^ asked Will rhere be another 
Vanguard? It would seem a pity that a name which 
has been in the Navy List almost continuously 
since 1586 should be allowed to disappear com¬ 
pletely. Perhaps the second British atomic pow¬ 
ered submarine would be an appropriate choice. 

30 years ago _ 

THE LAST Tot was due to be issued at the end ol 
the month, bringing to a dose a tradition spanning 
almost 240 years. Letters, poems and cartoons 
had swollen the Navy News postbag to indicate 
‘Jack s despair at the thought of a future without 
Nelson s Blood.* (See page 16). 



• 1970 - LS Harold Light draws his last tot 

20 years ago _ 

WHAT WAS hailed as the most advanced nuclear 
submarine refit complex in the world had been 
opened at Devonport bv the Prince ot Wales, the 
Tirst submarine to enter being HMS Superb 
There was no immediate threat to duty-free, said 
the Ministry ol Defence alter reports that EEC rules 
could end the privilege in Royal Navy ships. 


Queen*s Birthday Honours 


NAVAL roccMnis of awardt wbo ware namao 
.0 tha Ouaan i B<rtt0ay Honours Ust' 

KBE - Vica Admiral James Francis 
Perowne (30E Oaputy Suortma Aliiaa 
Convnandar Anartc 

CB - Local Vloa Admiral John Henry 
Stuart MacAnally LVO CommandarS. Roya) 
Collage of Dafance StuOet. Rear Admrai 
Robert Patrcfc Stevens. Flag Officer 
Submarvies 

CBE - Commodore Richard John lord 
Director Cyoa Nava^ Base Col AiexarKiaf 
Malcolm Mason QBE RM MOD r)MO 
Commodore Ne*ll Wyr^eM Thomas DSC 
SHAPE Betgtum. 

OBE ~ Cdr Stephen Harry Qujr Bennefi 
RNIO Gulf Co Russei Rcharo Best HMS 
Ocean now on staff ot Assisiarx (>iat of 
Defeoca Staff). Cdr Rcharo Farnngtor or 
‘.Uiff of Director Naval Oporaliona; Cdr 
Cnrtitopher Smcffd# Hadden iDNRP Cap* 
Patncia Margaret Hamomg QARNNS 'Or- 
meriy Mecacal Oiraclor Geri^al Navy ^talt 
Surg Cdr Steven johrt Ryder NBC 
Ponimotilh) Cdr Andrew Young SSA 
Bnsaoli 


MBE - W02 Gramrtlle Botham RM 
Comacctxo Group U Cdr tan Paul Freegard. 
RHO SOUTHLANT LI Cdr Chnttopher Harry 
Harcfcnga HNR FOSM Northwood Ope 
WCHR) Paul Andrew Hildreth, formerly FOSF 
&taft Capt John Hi«er RM (Band Service) 
WOtRS) John George Arthur its. St Vincent 
now HOOCSA AGPO David luet. lormarty 
COMUKTG staff WO(MAA) Anthony Joseph 
Loughran HMS Neptune, now HMS Oraha 
i.1 Cdr Edward Maaor RNR (SCC). N W Area 
see CCWEA Mark Net) Mddleton. HMS 
Turbulent now CWTA Ports LI Cor Ian 
Malcoffn Reason Harnar •mpiamenution 
Team HMS InvtnoffM Mai Gerard Mark 
Saixano RM. CTCRM W02 Thomas Arthur 
Sanos RM CTCRM CRS Sea Edward 
Sweeney, 'ormar.y combined Cadet Force. 
FOTR staff LI Cdr Peter Hugh Symonda. lor 
-neriy ONA5 Aobeywooo C Sgi George 
ctwines Wfxhnarsh RM COMNA Suppod U 
Cdr Neat Peter vatet. RNAS Yeovtilon 

OVRM - W02 John Mchael Bryant RMR 
RMR Tyne 

ARRO - Lt Cdr Susan Dorothy 
Bertznycfcyi. OARNNSiR). HMS Sherwood. 


Promotions to Chief 
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LMEIAL) Michael Oento Smith HMS 
Jure 19 


Ptymouth 
ire Patrol), 


Rear Admiral Desmond Noble 
Callaghan C6. FRSA. President of 
Ordnance Board 1968-71. served 1933-71. 
Appointments Frobtsher RNEC Keyham. 
Royal Oak. Iron Duka. Warspile (NarviK. 
CaLabrui. (X) ol team of Naval engineers lo 
help rnpav Bih Army tanhs 1940 41 Team 
escaped from [>erna m Itakan fisiheig vessel 
Callaghan had armed wnth 6pdr and and 
namad HMS Esiumo Neff (MIDI. Hereward 
(Crete survivor ROW 1941-45). ArgonauL 
Glory. BRNC Darimoulh. staff C m C Mod 
(1950) EicellerTt. Eagle RN Tacticaf School. 
CaJedorva Member of Association of RN 
Off«erf May 28. aged 84 

Surgeon Rear Admiral Nicol Stncieir 
Hepburn MedN:ai Ofiner in Charge RNH 
Haslar 1969 72. served 1935 72 WW2 in 
Atlantic and Paaffc stattona Ships MacJuiy. 
Carnarvon Caadt. Highflyer (Ceylon I Senior 
Medical Offtcar Plymouth (1952) and 
Portsmouth (1955). Nava) Med cal Officer of 
Health Portsmouth (1959) and Malta (1962). 
Off actor-General of Me dic i n e 1966 69 

Member of Aaaodaffon of RN OMoors. Aged 
87 

Cept Thomaa Fanahawe CBE. DSC. 
WW2 escort sho CO and HMS Royal Oafe 
survivor Served 1938-71 and 1972-81 aa 
Capt Sea Cadet Corps Appolntmenta Royal 
Oak. Iron Duka, Fo^. Su nff ower (Atlaiffic 
convoys). Rothar (N Africa landingf • DSC). 
Clover (CO. D-Day, Affanbc convoys). Ocean 
(Mad.). Coneunce (CO). Atomic. Bnioacal 
and (Jhamicai Warfare School. Zeal (CO). 
Obedwni (CO). Loch Insh (CO). Ph 
(CO and of 2dth Escort Sqn Beira I 
Naval Attache S Africa. May9.agad8l 

Col Bill Manaeff OBE. MC. RM. 
Commando laadar m Maiaya Emergency and 
secretary to Nalioral Mantime Museum 
1979-85. Served 1947-1970s Appomtmenta: 
Kenya. Duka of York. 40 Cdo (SE Asia - 
wounded m aucceaatu) ana-larTonst opera 
ttoh. MC). Birmmaham. USMC school as 
instructor. CO Faff Depot and Military 
Seerttary to Correnaodarff Qaneral RM. 
Commodora Emsworih Sailing Club. Member 
of Asaoctatioh of RN Offfeert May 17. aged 
72. 

Cdr Alai Stuan-Mentefh DSC. WW2 
destroyer CO. served 1926-56. Appoint- 
menls; Whdehaff. WWidaor. Defender, Elgin. 
Hunter (Narvii, survivor}. SomaN (Lofoten 
Islands, seizure of Enigme matertai (rom 
German patrol trawtar Krabs arvl from wa a th- 
er ship Muenchan). Barkaiay (COl. 
AloerYiam iCO. Mad convoys, involved in 
smkmg 11-567 Aageer campaign 1943 - 
MID), Dinosaur (Combined 0|^. Troon), 
Havefock (CO. Involved in sinking U-242 - 
DSC) Post-war: Bir m ingham, Suparb. on 
loan to RAN. Si James (CO). (Dbduraie (CO). 
C-m-C Mad. staff. Matu. Corps of 
Commiasionairea. Scotland 1958 77). 
Member of Assoenbon of RN Officers Aged 
87 

Cdr Peter Roblnaon MVO. OBE 
Engineer officer who in retirement supervised 
bmldmg of Shah ot Iran's naval bast at 
Bandar Abbas. Served 1938-78 ) 0 *neig aa 
rating. Appointment s : C a ledoni a . HM sub^ 
marines Traapatser. Teredo. Truculent. 
Bmamia. Manadon. Torquay. Rtgard. Terror 
1 RjJl 1 " 


12 4 991.6 LWTR(OS) 

LMA im (101198) 6 

111 400) hU - 

LRC ‘ “ 

LMEk 

LWCIKRKSM) 856 (3 3 92i. Nil. 
LSAfSM) • im (15.3 96). Nil. LWTR(SM) • 
184(5 12 96) Nil: LCH(8M) - 776 (5 12 92) 
Nil, ISTDISM) 504 (16 5 94) Nil LA(A1^ 
- 252 (10 7 96), 2; LA(MrrOC) ln| (22 99). 


served 1943 46 In N Atlanic As eoiicitor 
became senior partner m law ffrm of Aahum 
Moms Chap and acted tor Pauf McCartney 
dunng d«sotulK>n of Beaties Apni 25. aged 

RIcherd (Dickie) Dormer served WW2 
Became fashion photogr a pher working for Le 
Figaro. Harpers Bazaar and The Sunday 
Times May 16. aged 87 

F. R. A. (Fred) Came ex CPOMAfO). 
served 1951-77 Sfnps Leads Castle. 
Consort Ocean, Eagle Zulu, Bulwark. 
AffMXi RNAS Cuidrose 3 Cdo Bde RN 
Hospnah at Ptymoulh and Bight Aprs 19. 
aged 66 

Robert C. J. (Rob) WHIiama ax-PO^el 
submanner, served 1940 45 Boats vKkided 
Proteus (sank or damaged 36.000 tons of 
enemy shppmg m Med). and Spark (while 
spare c r ew m an in Adamant and Maidstone 
Me mb er of London branch of Submarirert 
Aasoaalion March 31. ag^BI. 

William (Jacko) Jackson ex-AB sarved 
lor over 30 years Member of Burma Star 
Association and represented Portsmouth 
Oimmand at cross country at age of 46 
Aged 83. 

CharBa ((21ngar) CoBard. ax-PO lorpado- 
man. sarved 1924 46. Shipa inckjded Ccafa. 
Hermes, Defiam Prisoner of Japanese and 
survtvof of POW aNp UMion Maru Aged 91 

Leonard WlMcoch. ax AB gunner, served 
1941-46 Ships included Beaufort Oina. 
VMaran of Battles of Salt; Sioly. Salamo and 
Anzio landtfigs; Aegean carfipaign 1943; 
Paoftc. May f aged 79. 


I 1974-76. 


Tom Topham MBE. ex-aubmanner. preai¬ 
dant ol W Ybrks. branch of Sabmarmars 
Aasodabon. Quarry director who donated 
Blab of stona lo RN Submarine Museum tor 
submariners memorial, as weff as provxfng 
stone lor other. sim4ar memorials throughout 
the country, including those lor Deal bomb 
vcbmt. sailort kdied tn Paerhe and thosa who 
(ked as POWs in Singapore Died the day 
before ha was due to attend unveiling of a 
submanners memorial, the stone lor which 
he provided, at the RN Submarine School. 
HMS Raie*gh. May. aged 68 

Chriatopher Lubbock. signalB officer m 
Bismarck ackon and ADC to George VI 
Served m RNVR 193946 C^ied to the Bar 
1947 Master of Supreme Court (Queens 
Bench DiyiSton) 1970-90 May 16. aged BO 
Sir Adam Ihomaon CBE. served as FAA 
pitot 1944-47. Became plot wffh BEA. W 
AIncan Airways. Britavia Founded Caledonia 
Airways 1961 May 23. aged 73 

Marlin Lampard lormef Sl.t RNVR 


Ships: Middleton. Winchelsea. Anthony 
(Russian. Med convoys including Pedestal, 
srah tendings. D-Oay escort^. A^ 80. 

Roigw Orkmeoed, ex-POCA. sarved 
1962-7/ SIsps BuMrark. Russaff. Lowestoft. 
Jaguar. 43 Cdo April 13. aged 56 

Laa Dyer ax CERA Mente of HMS 
Opportune Association and 17th Oestroysr 
Ftokla Assooakon. May 11. 

Alfred Farley BEM founder member of 
Russian Convoy Association and D-Oay vet¬ 
eran Founder member of Fereham (Hants) 
branch of Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Assodaion and past pre a toam of Faraham 
Rotary Club May 14. aged 77. 

Malcolm (Jamee) Bond. ex- 
CPOAEA(M). sarved 19M 88 Ships mdud- 
ed Ark Royal (1972-78). Balffeaxe Member 
of MARTSU 1978-82 Werwi of Falklands 
War (Adanffc Conveyor survivor). Apni 23. 
aged 52 

Roy E. Swebey. ex-CPO. served 1948- 
72. ships Glory (Korea). Oelervler. 
Maurilius. CoBiwwood Heron. Centunon. 
Victory. March Imaged 68 

Alei Kennaway ex-Sli (E). member ol 
HMS Penelope Aseocaakon (eerved m ship 
1942-441. 

Vie TBIay. member of HMS Penetope 
Assocehoo iserved in her 1942). 

Jemee Bollard, ex ERA(I). Sarved in 
HMS Morecambe Bay 1955-56. Apm 16 

Ray (Soouee) FuRon. LSTO submanner 
Boats. Upstart, Seraph. Tiptoe. Tactoan, 
Thorough. Member in Australia ot 
Submannefs Assoc ia tion May 21. aged 66. 

Gaorga (Albert) FauMnar. ex-POSTO 
submariner. Boats Selene, Thorough. 
Telemachus. Tecffban. Artemis. Andrew. 
Conqueror M ember m Austrafca o( 
Submariners Aseooekon Mey 31. aged 72. 

Alan F. J. Carpenter member of HMS 
Comus Comradae (sarved on board 1957- 
58) May 16. aged 60 

Bob Everett, loundar mamber and Me 
member Angus branch of FAA Asaocabon. 
Served IM 70 Shipa Indomitable, 
Ituslnoua, Eagle. Ark Royal and RN air sta 
sons Arbroath. Haffar. Epmton, Stratton. Lea- 
on-Soient. Brawdy, Abbotamch. Losstamoulh 

John (Lucky O) Gamble ei POAF. 
served 1953 72 Ships Hermes. Ark Royal 
Victory, and RN err stations Arbroath 
Lossiemouth. CuWrose. Lee-on-Solent. 
Egknion. Yeovmon. Siretion. Member of 
Angus branch of FAA Aasoaalion. 

Reg DeLorey. ex PO(A)TAG. served 
1942 46 m Coloteus. 827 NAS. RNAS 
Beedes Member ot Angus branch of FAA 
Assocaatton 

John Cairrxa Christie RNR. Member of 
HMS Vesper Assoctation (senied m ship 
1941-42) Apnl23. 

Roger (Jack) Oath ex-WEAl. senrad 
1962 87 Ships Forth. PfXMbe. Diomede 
Bddeston. Bronmgton Sienna Inepedor May 


Nil LAfSE) • Int (4 6 96) Nil. LAEM(M) 
463 <92 95) Nff: LAEli(R) 562 |17 294). 
Nil LAEkkL) 353(5 10 95) Nil LWETS 
Dry. Nil: LH^A Int (11.2 96). 1 

LOM(AWW) int (16 1199). Nil. 
LOM(AWT) tot {20 7.99). 9; L0M(UW) tot 
(30.3 00} Hi. LOU(EW) • Int |29 10 991. 6: 
LOMIMW) • tot (7 9.99). m. LOM(C) tot 
(13.7 99} 8. LOM(SSM} lm(22 7 9B). 3; 
LoM(T 8M) 119 (16.7 9h l LOM(C8M)- 


27. aged 53 

Frank Daniel Pratt. ex-AB RPI, member 
of HMS Beffost Assoaakon (sarved m sfsp 
1945 47) April 

Robert James Mellock. ex-AB RP2. 
member of HMS Belfast Assoaakon (served 
in sNp 1945-47) May 27. 

Trevor Panico exGPO(CA). served 
1953 76. Sh« Theseus. Adamant. Bastion. 
Vlclorious. Paliiser. Abdiel. Nubian. File. 
Caledonia. CoctwMto May 24 

Rev Eric Milner chaplain of Yorkshire 
brvich of FAA Aseooakon Sarved 1948-65. 
including Anei. Eagle RNAS Brawdy D-Day 
vetoran Aged 89 

LI A. T. 8 Perry Member of HMS 
Cossack Aasoctakon (served In ship 1958 
59) Also to Centaur. Liandaff. Ganges 
Member of Assoaakon ol RN Officers. 

E. Chasson. ex-LS. Mamber ol HMS 
Cossack Aaaooakon (sarvod m ship 1951 
54) and of 8th Destroyer Ftotiffa Asaoaation 
Paramadc with Wklis Amok) Pnor 

PhlNp RIdaout WW2 torpedoman Ships 
nduded HMS Fury. DGay veiaran. Help^ 
found Saa Cadets in Hampshira and was for¬ 
ma# atotonar tor RN Benevolent Trust May 

*Dsnls R. F. (Dan) 0drldga. ax PO 
Armourer. FAA. served 1942 64 May 11. 
aged 76. 

George Adlem, )oin#d 1925 Served: 
Qargaa (Mast disfilay Bolton Boy), Med. 
China Station, survtved stoking of trooper«p 
Empress of Britain by U boat. Senrad to aub- 
marnas arid involvad to Bismarck chase 
HMS Hotspur (Normandy patrols). Post-war 
bomb Oispoeal offtoar based on South Coast 
As axpiosivas axpart workad on fctoi The 
Yangtse incident. May. aged 90 

(5harila Wkiaa. served to RN Patrol 
Sarvtoa WW2 > MID tor bravery to nortoem 
waters, 1944. Former secretary ot 
Portsmouth branch of RNPS Association. 
June 5. aged 85 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Cap! C. 6. Brooke Served Berwick. 
Amphion Afrikar>der. Rodney. President. 
Sake#. Illustoous. Nereide. Mercury. Victory 
U 0. W. 8. CoIBns Served; King George 
V. Howe. Warspffe. Skate. Eskinx). TeicofL 
Hmd. Amethyst, Veryan Bay. Oampmr. Soon 
Lt Cdr (S) P. J. DowdasweH DSC 
Served Repulse. Havelock. Pakenham. 
Triumph. 

Capt A. B. K Edwards VRO. RMFVR. 
Senmd; Copra 

Cdr I. C. (Gordon Served; Vaga. 
Adventure. Caradoc. Victonoua. Preeidant 
Cdr R. C. Harrieon Served; Berwek. 
Shropshire. Terror. York. Pretidtnt. 

U Cdr J. LIddIcoat MBE Served; Mounu 
Bay. Cossack. Aisne. Glory. Shoulton. Tarror. 
(.ochinvar. Onon. Raleigh Drake. 

LI I. B. McRobed I 
Striker 

Surg Cepf R. W. F. Paul Served Pekean. 
Narvik. Oounreay. President. Dolphin. 
Cochrane. Solan, RNH Haslar. 

Cdr (S) R. O. Pine Senred Oagon, Iron 
Duke (.ondon. Bee, Greenwich. Sheffield. 

Cdr (S) E. Pulton Served Stoker. 
Cook Puma. Maunkus. Albion. Oaedaiua. 
Oaprey. Victory 

LI Cdr (t) J. C. Ramsay Served 
Rueoell Maunius Drake. Danae. Tamar. 
Cofftogwood 

Lt Cdr M C. M Smith MBE Served 
Ambush. Gannet Whitby. Sheba. MaidMone. 
Terror. Pembroke. Dolphin. Vtdory. 

LI Cdr P. M. Whalely Served Mdord. 
Cairo. Coventry. Ilex. Griffin. Duncan. 
Sheffield. Aneon 

LI P. R. WNIlams Served Adamanl. 
Concord. BeUerophon, Zephyr. Hardy. 
Aginoourl. Vernon. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCUT10N 
R. (Sonny) Sampson founder member, 
ute member and standard bearer Penzance. 
Served 1949-54. Former member ot RNXS 
and vtttnxffor Penzance Sea Cadet unit. 
Aged 68 

WO Waller Alexander (Wal) Buttreei 
RAN. weffare officer Canberra branch. 
Austraka Ex-POSM RN Ships Alauoia. 
Zephyr. Theseus MLs. and HMA ships 
Hobart, Oueenborough Sydney. Supply 
March 18 aged 69 

BM Stephenson WansbecK Ex-POTei 
Ships Vengeance Atari. Terror. Daedalus. 
Eric Blackford South Hanon Served 


Sarved D a mp i er. 


tot (15.12 99). 2: LOM(WSM) 475(92.95).6. 

Basic dates tor lemalo ratings m (he toF 
lowing category, which has no axamtoation 
lor the next higher rate, are appked to accor¬ 
dance wfto BR1066 Chapter 22; 

POM/TEL 

Note thal toe number ol Bi38 neued to 
the temaia categories are ffiose advanced 
Irom the female shore rotter. 


1943-47 Ships; Bulolo. Glenroy. Victory 
Vetoran of kalian and Normandy landings. 
Apnf 16. aged 75. 

Gordon Harry (Dabbler) Oavts. 
Rockingham 6 District (WoBlem Austrakai 
Ex AB. served 1939 54 May 2. aged 76. 

Len Haydock. presideni lounder mem¬ 
ber and former standard bearer Crosby. 
Ships 'nciuOed HMS Colton Ashes commit¬ 
ted to sea from HMS (jvtrpoal. 

Harry Holdemess vee presalent. hto 
member and lounder member Milcham. 
Morden & Wimbledon Ex CPO, served 
1935 47 SNps included Mood. Aurora. 
MTBs Post-war member of MN March 6. 
aged 87. 

Ray Pearcey. vee chairman, aooal sec¬ 
retary and blondafil bearer Taunton, esaremo 
niai officer No 4 Area Three limes winner ot 
Area standard bearars compeffffon Served to 
RN to WW2 and RNR aftemvMds. becoming 
PO. Ships included Persimmon and Butolo. 
Burma veteran 

John Hardy South Lrverpool. May 26. 
aged 76 

Douglas Arthur (Ouggit) Baft feto rnem- 
ber Runcorn May 24. agoii U. 

Edward (Te^ Vfharlon. chorrman and 
lita membar Preolon. Ex C POOL served 
1B38-63. Sfxpe; Rodney, Rular. Excellenl. 
Unicom. Devonshire. Ocean (Korea), 
Varmuard Decoy. Ltandoff. Raleigh. Drake. 
BRNC Dartmouth. May 23. aged rt 

Edward M. Wlloa, founder member 
Redcar A Oistnci Ex-AB. served 1943-47. 
Ships: Despelch. Oakley. Vanguard. Member 
^^HMSVknguardAssooaffon May 26. aged 

Cenon Arthur Heetlegreavet. chaplain 
and honorary membar Wakekeld and formerly 
Denby Dale May 

John Spencer. WelshpooL ex-AB gun¬ 
ner, served 1943-47 SNps mckided Rei^. 
LST304 May 28 aged 74 

Trevor Bradahew, vice presideni 
Huntingdon & Dictncl. Ex-LS HSI. served 
1942-47. Ships Cofftogwood, Birmingham. 
Lauderdoia May 23 74. 

John Peerce. Louohton Ex-^ 
served WW2. ships: 

Coffmgwood. St Barbara 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval drafkng xi June lor the toffowmg to be 
advanced; 

To CCAEA(M) PA BlackeR (RNAS 
Cutoroee) 

ToCCCT M O. Berry (DISC) 

To CCWEA C.R Tuffy (Newcastle). S A 
Codrkek and M R B Coppard (CFM 
P mouth). 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(EW)(0) SJ. Cadman (Dryad) 
ToCPO(M) P D Hone (Ittuttoous). 

To CPO(fl) • J. Smith (FOST Opon 
Shore). C O Smart (Glasgow) 

To CPO(S) Q. Pritchett (UverpooO. DJ. 
Box (Exceiant). 

To CPO(8EA) AW Barnes (Oraka 
CFM) 

OPERATIONS (COMMS) 

To CPORS CJ Isaac (Rociant 
Portugal) 

REGULATING 

To MAA S J. Smith (Exeter). S A 
Rantord (Raietgh). 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(L) -1 A Oudleston (Exeler) 
A Russell (Ark Royal). K.J Bradshaw (Kent) 
To CPOMEM(M) N A Bioww (Ocewi). 


Swop drafts 


CH1 8. Mdoughti 

1 . BF^ ; 


August, ftol deploying u 
r Portsmouth snip 


lin S6S Mess. HMS 
346 (Plymouth until 
unM 206%) Will swop 
not dapl^ng 


x-AB gunner. 
Ounoonaid. 


Notkngham. 

August, 
tor any 

WSTD Record HMS Netoon Wardroom 
iHMNB Portsmouth ext 24281). dratted HMS 
Dumbarton (^tle, Aug 3 W)li swop lor any 
Portsmouth ship 

LOIREW) Morgan EW Section. HMS 
Dryad, drafted HMS Westminster (Adquals - 
Nav's Yko). WB swop tor any Devonport afup 
deptoytog or rwt 

WTR P. KeBy. NMA Goepod Drafkng 
Sackon (93844 2S7S). wB swop lor any 
Faslano or Northwood draft 

POMEM(L) P. HW. HMS Ftwless. BFPO 
283. dratted HMS Sukan. Sept WW consider 
any short base draff. 

LMEU(M) Chenneour. Fire School. HMS 
Raleigh (ext 41333). dratted HMS Newc as tle. 
Fob WiR swop (or any Ptymouto sfvp deptoy- 
tog or not 

OM(AW}1 Knowlea 2K2 Mass HMS 
llustnous. BFPO 305 (not deptoying tor 12 
months). wW swop tor any Type 42 deploying 

B. Green (2050. 2031. 
Mtddiesbro^ (01642 
dratted HMS Ar^, Feb WW swop 
23 deploying, or HMS 


WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To CPOWEkHO) RI. McTaggan (CFM 
Pmouth) 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARUT 
ToCPOCA 0 Ijeng(lnvMiabie). A. Rowe 
(UKSU Shape) 

To CPOSA • C Wilmer (Bulldog). OJ. 
Spence (RNAS YeovBon) 

ToCPOWTR K FudM (2SLCNH). D C 
Stoneman (Montrose). Ob CoBer (Nelson) 

MEDICAL AND DENTAL 
To CPOMA M O. Haguas (Dryad). A. 
Hendtoy (Coventry) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPCXSSMKO) SR. Bruford 

(Tireless) 

ToCPOrrSSM) Mumming (Torbey). 

To CPOlWSM) N. Maidment (Vangu^ 
Port) 

CHIEF ARTIFICERTEC:HNICIAH 
To CPOMEA C S I. Holmes (Sukan). 
D A Ltogord (Neptune NT). MJ McARster 
(Tireiesj). M l Thomas (Drake CFM}. 

To ACPOMEA J R Ckgtown (Drake 
CFM). MJ. Craddock (Ralegh). RM Mine 
(CFM Pmouth). WV.A. Shaw and M.H. 
Thompeon (Siilani 

To CPOWEA S H Bitheii (CFM 
P mouth). S Coffins (Westminsler.v N P Kely 
CFM P mouth) M G McLean Drak# CFM) 


ed RAF Lossiemouto Nov Wit consider any¬ 
thing. 

CPOMEA(MLj G. Jeffarles. HMS 
Manchester BFPO 331. drafted HMS Bnstoi 
Sept 26 Wilt consider any shore draft in 
Ptymouto or Comish area 

C:H 8. ML Smith. HMS Neptuna ext 3597 
drafted HMS Pembroke Od 2. WNl swop lor 
ary Fasiane baaed MCMV 

LMEIRL) Slokea HMS Express, BFPO 
262, drafiMl HMS Northwood, Ocl. 24 WB 
twop tor any Ptymouto shore base. 


LOMKUIffO C. 
CS). AFCO 


SSCS). 
211749). 
lor any Type 


POSA Gray, HMS Drake ext 65172. draft- 


RATINGS ABoking lo swop 
drittfl mufft moot the require- 
mentt ol BR14, article (M506. In 
particular, they ahould be on 
or due ihe aame Rind of aer- 
vlce - aea or ahoce; havt time 
to aerva In their current draft; 
be the aama rate; and be of 
almllar experience. 

A rating on aea aervice will 
not be permitted to awop with 
another on ahore aervica. All 
applicatlona for awop drafta 
ara to be made on Form C240 
to NOD, Centurion Building. 


Duke opens Lynx simulatop 


rtc 08 

fe«l of tha new Lynx Mk 8 sIm- 


Lynx 

ulator which he ofllclally 
opened at RN air station 
Yeovilton. 

PrtncB Andrew trained at a 
Naval helicopter pilot and was 

C reviously senior pilot of a 
ynx squadron based at 
Portland. 

The full-mission simulator 
was built by CAE of Montreal 
and, in the words of one of the 
RN flying instructors who will 
be using It, represents **a huge 
step forward in miaaion train¬ 
ing 

Mission training is a vital ele¬ 
ment of aircrew training, and it 
costly and difficult to stage 
with real aircraft, eapeciafiy 
when other units, such as air¬ 
craft and ships, need to be 
involved. 

The simulator has full fideli¬ 
ty, six-axis motion, and can 
replicate day. night, dusk and 
dawn conditions. It incorpo¬ 
rates fully representative sen¬ 
sor and weapons systems, 
high-performance visual sys¬ 
tems and an extensive data¬ 
base. 
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from £100 - £ 2^000 for any^ purpose 


t^tever you Nant... 

microloans 



...mates it possible. 

Q Preferential rates for all NAVY 
personnel 

O Easy arrangement process 

Q Funds transferred directly into 
your bank account or by cheque 

Q Payment Protection available for 
your complete peace of mind 

O Fixed repayments for easy 
budgeting 

O No security required and 
no broker fees 


Microloant are proud co be 
^ the ofncM sponsors of: 


• Princess RoyalY 
^ Open tmenervice 
Tug of War 



on rrv p375 




You can have what you 
want, when you want, 

P with a personal loan 
from Microloans. 

p— So whether you're 

dreaming of a summer 
■Bm holiday, home 

improvements or a new 
. car, talk to us - we can 
make it possible. 





r, 

i', 
i < * - - 

» ; **■ 


0800 
5424882 

lHII^ ' 




A (>viMn of InocrW ConselMd Rnanotr* LM 
300856 

Rt9ul«MlC:ei«umirC>tdNUcm^ 01201 
Pm of to Imprul CortMfcdiiid Group d ComptniM 


SubfKltostalui reservetfien(^todedrem^ciicalm lomortfywaidiiitoresderedEngM ^^vdapotcanboviria '^tidmquo(iboniivatt)toQrirB^^ ThsadvehKrrertrioiacodp^^ 
advedsng Oarge for Miranda is 2% d IN loan amoui^ Ftidlaeid by cheque carnet no Dda Protection Act leiephor« cafe to arto from ImperdO^rBoOtoedritanpertUd 

foryoveecunlyartotohelpfrtoRMOve^^ toordertoprocestyourto(ephmappicaliorv.«e«dneedtochecA)ioulnarxiaistan(fegbyrTgiQngas8irihaacTe(Mrefererv8 
Detafe d tKW you conduct you lorn rnay abo t« (fedoseO to my (lefe rderefKe agenq md toe ffermalon nay t» used by other len^ 
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• On show: HMS Southampton and RFA Grey Rover during the Fieet Review in Brazil. 


Navies salute Brad 


• Helping out: PO Paddy McDowell meets a resident of Casa 
Jimmy's refuge in Rio. 


JUST A a)uplc of weeks 
after a barbecue among the 
glaciers of South Georgia, 
the ship's company of HMS 
Southampton were sunning 
themselves on Copacabana 
Beach in Rio de Janeiro, 
writes Adrian Hallchurch. 

The destroyer was in Rio for 
the Brazilian Fleet Review, 
part of the celebrations to 
mark the 500th anniversary of 
the founding of the country. 

Warships from the USA. 
Europe, ^ulh Africa and South 
America joined Brazilian ships and 
aircraft for the maritime parade. 

Also there was Royal Reel 
Auxiliary tanker Grey Rover, 
which has been providing fuel for 
the destroyer, which is the current 
Atlantic Patn)l Ikskship (South). 

After the event, the British 


The CGDPERATIVE BANK 


Direct 



for readers of 

Navy News 

Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan? Why not talk to us first. 


Look at the benefits. 


Borrow any amount between 
£1,000-£15,000 


Repayments by Standing Order 
for your conven/ence 


Instant Decision Senrice - 7 days a week 

8 00am to 9 OOptn Monday to Friday 

8.00am to S.OOprr Saturday and 9 00am to 6.00pm Sunday 


NO ARRANGEMENT FEES 

Optional Repayment Protection 
is available for your peace of mind 
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For an instant decision 
or further details 
Simply ring Freephone 

0800 591 682 

please quote ref. *791/503' 
to apply for your Direct Loan 
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for Dkact Parsonal Loans from The Co-oparativa Bank p J.C. 
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Ambussudor to Brazil. Riigcr 
Bone, visited the ships to thank 
them for their cuntnhution. 

While the ship was on ccrcmoni* 
al duly, the Right was ashore at 
the San Pcdni air base, where, with 
help from the Brazilian Navy, the 
main rotor head of the Lynx heli¬ 
copter was replaced. 

One member of the ship’s com¬ 
pany chose Co arrive in Rio the 
nard way - 5>/l4 Jim Reid .sailed 
from Lisbon in the Brazilian Navy 
square-rigger Cisne Branai, a Icn- 
wcek vxiyage which followed the 
route of Pedro Cabral in 1500. 

The ship’s company, some 
joined by members of their fami¬ 
lies, managed to squeeze in some 
sightseeing, such as the Corco- 
vado. the giant statue of Christ 
which m'crlooks the city. 

Others were brave, or 
foolhardy, enough to take 
on a strong Brazilian Navy 
team at football, putting up 
a good display in intense 
heat before losing 3-0. 

RN and RFA volunteers spent a 
day al Casa Jimmy's refuge for 
street childa*n and teenage nxith- 
ers to which Led Zeppelin's 
Jimmy Page donated £HM).II0U. 

Sailors helped shift rubble left 
by builders completing a new 
extension, and the ships electri¬ 
cians carried out essential wiring. 

PO Jim McD<*wcll said: “It was 
hard work, hut wc rcallv manaecd 
to achieve a great deal in a day. 
There is never any shortage of vol¬ 
unteers for a project like this.” 

Many RN ship have helped out. 
and fiHindcr Ligia da SiKa s^iid: 
“Without the support of the BntLsh 
Navy it would nave been hard to 
iichicvc what wc have achieved.” 

After the sunshine and 30C 
heal, the ship headed hack to the 
South Atlantic winter to resume 
patrols in the Falklunds region. 

She is due to he relieved in the 
middle of this month, and should 
return to Pi^rtsmouth next month. 

Pictures: LA(PHOT) 
Mick Storey 



• Farewell to Rio: HMS Southampton leaves the Sugar Loaf 
Mountain astern as she heads back to patrol the South Atlantic 
around the Falklands. 



• In the dark: The sunshine of Copacabana Beach is Just a memory as the Operations Room gets 
back to business. 
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PEUGEOT 

t^s got to be 

RANGERS 


/ UNBEATAB LE 
DEALS for 
HMF'S serving 
in the UK & 
k OVERSEAS , 


• The Ssab 9-3 Aero Convertible - a class four-seater In the traditional grand touring style. 


103mpg feat by a 
team with Insight 

Si^EK COUPES arc usually asscKiatcd with high speed and gas- 

lodcl f 


gu77linc to match, but Honda's new Insight m^ 
astounding economy record. 

In a 3.737-niilc non-stop round- 
Britain run. the two-scatcr aver¬ 
aged a fraction less than 103 miles 
per Kallon over seven days, keeping 
a.s CKisc to the axist as practicable. 

It meant encountering all the 
everyday motoring hazards, 
through congested cities and sleepy 
villages, across slow and hilly ter¬ 
rain - and getting lost in the dark. 

And thi.s was no economy run 
special driven by the wtirld’s most- 
feat her-footed drivers, hut a new 
production car - which gcKs on sale 
k)r £I7,00U on the road in 
5icptcmbcr. 

It was piloted by a team of 18 
drivers including Amanda 
McLaren, daughter of the late rac¬ 
ing ace and FI team-founder Bruce 
McLaren. 

The secret is that the Insight is a 
hybrid powered hv a one-litre 
three-cylinder low-friction VTEC 
pclml engine and a lOkW ultra 
thin (60mm) DC-brushless electric 
motor which needs no outside 
source of electricity. 

The clever technology means 
that this car b no slou^ either, 
capable of (L62mph in 12 seconds 
and on to a potential 112mph. 

Yet it boasts ultra-low cmi.s.sioas 
including 80g\m of C02 putting it 
within the lowc*st of the new UK 
vehicle eiicise licence bands effec- 


I has just set an 


tivc next March. During accelera¬ 
tion the electric motor as.sbt5 the 
petrol enune to ^ive the perfor¬ 
mance of a 1.5-htrc unit, while 
under deceleration the electric 
motor act.s a.s a generator to 
recharge the battery pack mounted 
between the driving rear wheels. 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Saab 9-3 Aero 
Convertible. 

PRICE ON ROAD: £32.635. 

ENGINE: Turbo-oharged. two- 
litre. four-cylinder, enveloping 
205bhp and 280Nm torque. 

TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 
manual - three-mode, four-speed 
automatic an option at £1,115. 

PERFORMANCE: 0-60 in 

6.9secs. Top speed 146mph. 

ECONOMY: Official combined 
cycle ao.impg. 

INSURANCE: Group 17. 


rQuiPky looks - but a winner 


Peugeot rolls 
out its 206 
No. 1,000,000 

Al’n-^R only 20 months imi the 
market, the millionth Pt*ugeot 206 
has rolled off the production lines. 

rurrcnlly the top-selling retail 
car in the UK, the 206 is fourth in 
Europe where it also leads its class 
for dicscb. 

One of the main nriKluction 
centres b Covenirv wticrc 4,000 
arc made ciich week - <»thcr plant.s 
arc in France, Argentina and 
Brazil. 

In October the range will be fur¬ 
ther developed with the launch of 
the coupc-cabriolet with clcctricul- 
ly-rclraclablc rigid roof. 


grtu ^ J 

iiiinnacvfBOB» * 
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S UMMER OR winter, when the sun conies out the roofs come down for 
those who enjoy fresh-air motoring in a convertible, and one of the most 
stylish is Saab's sporty all-turbo 9-3 range. It's elegant yet assertive, a car 
for the individual, priced from just under £25,000 through to £36,500 depending 
on model and specification, with the flagship the 152mph 2.3 Viggen. 


The miKlcI tcsicd was the Aero, 
so named not because of the way 
it flics but because of the neat 
styling that enhances its aerody¬ 
namics. with subtle spoilers fnint 
and rear, and flared sills. 

It*s a class four-seater in the 
traditional grand touring style 
that lives up to a price tag of just However, you have to 

under 03.(M)() on tiK road, and ensure that you don’t |am 
for a 2-IUrc «hc performance k useful boot full of golf 

•’""“"'S clubs with the root up, 

because there won’t be the 
space for it to go down! 


ea.sicst I have used. 

Press a button and the windows 
lower before it goes through a 
praying mantis-style manoeuvre 
to fully retract, complete with 
heated glass rear screen, under a 
flush hard aivcr behind the hack 
scats and into the hoot well. 


FIATS quirky-looking but 
effective family car, the 
Multiple, has been multi¬ 
plying accolades. 

It has followed up BBC 
Top Gear awards for Car 
of the Year 2000 and Best 
Family Car by being voted 
the best multi-purpose 
vehicle (MPV) in fleet 
World magazine. 

The car priced from 
£13,380 on the road fend¬ 
ed off competition from 
the Renault Scenic, 
Volkswagen Sharan and 
Vauxhall Zafira with its 
combination of practicali¬ 
ty, flexibility, versatility 
and value for money. 

Multipla Is avail¬ 
able with a 
choice of 


With the new 205bhp turbo 
engine and standard manual five- 
speed gearbox it rcKkcts from 
slandslill to 6(hnph in less than 
sc*vcn seconds, with a potential 
146mph on tap - yet the efficien¬ 
cy means an average economy 
annind 3()mpg. 

The test car had the 
optional four-speed elec¬ 
tronic gearbox with sport 
and winter modes to switch 
to, and it was still as stun¬ 
ning as you could wish, H 
marginally thirstier as 
shown by the standard trip 
computer. 

'Hie only asf^t a new convert¬ 
ible driver might take time to 
adjust to is that the body is not as 
taut as the salcxMi’s, but, while yi>u 
might feel the slight juddering 
through the wheel, the pa.ssen- 
gers, cussetted in Icuther-faccd 
sports seats, won’t. 

And I have experienced am.sid- 
erahly worse “.scuttle-shake” on 
tilher “raglops”. 

But ragtop is not the term for 
this neat cruiser with it.s electron¬ 
ically-operated rtH>f - one of the 


For either \JKT\\?MD 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot No. / supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubley on UK 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TMS Lid, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington SP4 86R 


RANGERS 


MILITARY SALES 


%vww.peugeotmilitdrysak*s.i().uk 
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Roof-raising is just as ea.sy, with 
a very light and simple one-hand¬ 
ed lever operation to lock it at the 
front, and when that quilled aivcr 
is on you wouldn’t know it wasn’t 
a aiupc from inside the cabin. 


In fad it is ideal as a year- 
round car, complete with auto¬ 
matic climate aintrol air aindi- 
tionine and eicctrically-adjuslahic 
heated front seals and heated 
cicdric mirrors. 

It’s strong on safety, too - 
active measures like excellent 
anti-lock brakes and predidahic 
handling, hacked by side and 
frontal airbags fingertip stereo 
controls and the very sensible 
addition of one button to raise or 
lower all four independent elec¬ 
tric windows simultaneously. 

To ensure yixj keep it, there is 
remote central locking with 
alarm, and if you do, there is the 
reassurance that it should he 
worth onHjnd half its new price in 
three years’ time. 


MIUTARY ID ENTITLES YOU TO 

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS 
ON YOUR NEW CAR! 


MATOCAKS 


Our spe<ial Tax Free new car diKounfs on a wide range 
of mokes ore also available on many models for 
Tax Poid UK use, giving exceptional savings, 
of course, you wil enjoy ihe NAT0CAR5' renowned ‘take core of it dl' 
service which is also extended to our Guaranteed Ouai«ty Used Gir Scheme. 


NATOCARS for people who drive a good deoil 


CAU US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555 


KNATOCARS 

Noiocors Ud • Wytds RoexI • Bridgwolef • SonwfMl • TA6 4BH 
Ttl: 01278 455555 • Fox: 01278 450396 • E-mail: talesOno1ocars.co.uk | 


Stylish Saab 
is a breath 
of fresh air 
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Miscellaneous 


_ GREENBURGH’S _ 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 

HAND PAINTED ON W<X)0 BASE ANY DESIGN 

£26.50 •l•£1.50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCXXJNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
DADOES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE tor quotes and pnce list 
49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
7ins X bins bN3 4PE. TEUFAX. ( 01273 ) 416138 




WORCESTERSHIRK 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Unvkl 5itrcc(. SklcttKMir. BnHmgrovc, W(irc» B6I KLL 
Td 101527) 835375 or Fax; <01527) 576798 

SprdaliUx In Rihhotiv Full Sire St Mlnlalurr Mrdah and 
Mrdul MiHinlini* rithrr for wrar or displu>. 

Send SAE or call Fir coinpfchciiMvc price likt of 
I'ull Si/c A Miniature McdaK. 

r'fwlN cani mxtftni ^ fttam m 

I XwartiaBmHMCaJJ 175* VAT 


8 fl6W88B8BBBBB6KBB B6tJ h Afl8IWW B H6 BC8BH 

f joys Roses & Flowers 

For all occasions 

Rirthx, Anniversaries ('ongranil.itions, I I.ove You 

Daily dclivcric^to UK 8c NI. Mon-Sai. ^ 

12 Roses — Any colour + Gys.X13.85 Inc. 

24 Roses — Any colour + Gys.£18.S0 Inc. 

Specials — .SO Blooms Mixed Flowers.£22..S0 Inc. 

Specials — 30 Blooms Mixed Flowers.£17..S0 Inc. 

All C/C Accepted Cr Cheques 7i>: 

Jim Roses & Flowers. FlamingtK St. Sampsons. Guernsey. C.l. GY2 4WB | 
Tel: 01481 - 246708 Fax: 01481 - 243406 


IIMS KFA & KNA WAI.I. SIIFILDS 
IHrect from the ^ammfacturer 
Uamdmadr to order 


Bin I 




OCmmu 

CoprngN 


£2120* Inc UK postage 
*add n.4S lor optional motlo/tille scroM 
Up to 40% dlseotMtl with poaoNtf orders 
C&A BCHARRaL 
187, Victoria Avenue. HuK. HUS 3EF 
toi/Fax: 01482 213390 
Please sand SAE for Brocfaire 



LOST MEDALS 

Rm.Al HI) IN RI-XTtRn TIMK 
n i L SI/.F. A SIIMATI RK 
n f>s\ Mot ntim; sfrvh'K 
WKm. UK ntOMi tOK UL'OTATIOS 

RAY.VIOND D. HOI DICTI 

Trafalcar Square ('fiilrr1ur% <’rnlrr 
7 Wbilaanh SIrerl 
London W('2II 711A 

TH. 020 7930 1979 KA.\ 020 7930 1152 
e maihrdhmedalsC'r'anl.com 
w w w.rdhmedal.s.coin 


SBBBBSESIZDl 


aiiwift -r carricrt drshtn 

andpsunted. Sample’^delaU(: 
OSDcJonea, 135 Ashbourne Rd. 
|\ Lirerpcol LI 7 3G1Q. * 
(\ 0151-727 


A ptiiUoinuph of 


* o^!^i ■ >t*orxdf in uniFimi 

^r y or of your xhip can 


Ces^ 


be inmsfomicd mio 
a beautiful lal puinling 



The Perfect Gift for Any Occasion 


I'uB Drulk: I5A. Wollnctae Gn>vr Road. 
WcUiin Saper More 
S*imef^ BS114L'J 
Qlr SN far 10% DbrminL 


I—FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—i 

Roia own original paintings 


“GftEV FUNNEL LINES 

Traditional Song and Versa Of the 
Royal Navy l90(>>f97D” 
by Cyril Tawney. 

New copies available £1095 r pAp 
Order OelailB from EMPIRE BOOKS 
61 Broad Lano. Rochdalo. 
Uince OL16 4PL 
Tel (01706) 666678. 
emp irebooks to cwcom.nel 


TIIDL.SAND.S OF NAUTICAL 
.SOIAENIRS. Meinunihilia. Rags, 
sextants, logs, cUhtLs. telescopes, 
lights. mndcU. cutlasses, old 
manuals, cannonballs. Maritime 
items wanted Nautical Centre, 
Harbour Passage. Hope Square. 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 777838. 

KFXilMENTAL TIKS, bla/cr 
Badges. CuffLink.s. Bullons. 
Medals. Cup Badges. Mililuria 
£2.00 for list Caimeruss (Dcp. NN). 
31. Belle Vuc Si . Rlcy. N. Yorks 
YOI4 9HU 

www.cuimxson.rrceserve.cu.uk 



Over 400 avmilabla 
Prial laaiinatad with canvas laxtara filai 
to rasaaibte aa origioal oil paiaiiag 
5#7o8-xf6* for C35plutPAiF 
For list ploasa sand SAE to: 
SEART. a THE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
HANTS P012 3TD 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES fN) 
PC BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 020 8325 5193 
Medals - full siza and miniatura. 
mountad for wear. 

Blazer bedim, buttone. ties 
and heraldic well plequet 


Take your products to en evsn 
r marketplace |oln ue on.. 
www.navynews.co.uk 
724226 I 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 
IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 
SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS UST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@vjrgin.net 



'The Cwift Shop' 


HRtTANNtA RnVAI. NAVAi. VdiAMdE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRIO__£7.95 

BOSUNS CALL' Brass A Copper with chain .. only C 6.96 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown. White Ensign. RM. BRNC.... pair £ 7.96 

POLO SHIRT; RN Badge S.M4JQ...£ 16.96 Sub-Merineri git brooch...... £ 9.00 

EMBROIOERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack_ea E 2.96 

LAPa BADGES: White Ensign. Navy Crown, Royal Martnet. BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia. Submariner. RN Anchor. WRNS. and ntany oltmrs ___ £ 1.70 

TIES: RNA. RNR, RM. MN_£ 858 FAA. Submarines end others_£ 1050 

Frlm iodudB PA P. Chtqun piyWile to ‘B n t a w to i Fund BRMC. Send SAE lor narv dttoMod Hot 

TME GIFT SHOP. BRNC. OARTMOUTH, DEVON. TOG OHJ. ap 
TEL 0U03 877118 FAX: 01803 B77015 (CfwBI Carts Welcome) — 


THE EASTERN SERM MED,41 

Tliis superb dic-stmek ctimineinoralivc rnedul 
is available in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle & Far East. 
Send s.a.e. for your uftfilii atiun form UxUiy. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsyrove, B61 8LA 



Mimiatire ships 

BOUGHT .4ND SOLD 

Waterline Models mainly 

Ring Jamieson 
0207 485 7360 


Tke 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garmenLs. 
Uw minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printed garmenLs supplied. 

Free fwhrmdrrj pnef. Se ohpaatiM rkatgr. 
ftotoMdrrvd Foiai fnm ikOOm, Swtats ULtam, 
T-tkau£5.06m. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 
48, Old Lidb, Birtdnshiw, Bradford, 
B011 2JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 

wwwJ)afiaf)amooacD.uk 


Bookshop 


A lARGE SFIJ-mON OF ROYAL 
N.aval and Mari hme nriEs 
For more detsils, 

Ttl;l2} )2l2{|t2 Fii; 12312I211I1 
E-Mail: navalmuseuin9cix.co.uk 


Ii»P:,'jillnii;';55ifTfili!c::3f5ijLiitU 

lliiJSi(n.ailMlBa.toP;!i'P:^T.:# POIF 
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^SHIPMODELS^ 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels .Also builds 
aircraft amd military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For details write or phone. 

Air lam Ruicoe. 29 Fogle Street, 
Hamley. Stake-om TYemt, Sttdfonbkire, 

L ST! mtTeL No, onta 2394ns. 1 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

kidfVKkiany hand-built waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact tor further details: 
Ron Hughes. 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton. Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters. Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts. Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts. Sweatshirts. 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, ail from one supplier 

Y •Zwoda 


gr wpMngup 
EVpi <|uaMy cniwp—NiB pnow prampi ogWarY 
BFPO toJi*rrw Monce 
Sand tor our rmr prtea tm- 
ftoynoid Spona 

51/52, High Strwt Lincoln. LN5 RAP 

Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


WB^ m Tm 

Dl Atm IRND 
MIKI^U. HA(A I t SSUiSS. 

^ ^ ecosom sftxjft flags 

C.99 nek 

TABLE FLAGS A BUNTING 
FItFF coun it BRfK ItlRF 
AU MAJOR CREOtr CAKOS ACCEPTED 
KLI'KHS F:NTF:kTAINMF:N rs 
271 lli}>h Strrtt. ClrpingtiNi. 

Kml BH6 DNW 

Td: 01489 H22406 Fax: OI4Ke 817448 
»i>ww.dpec*-rntcrtainmcPtx.CiMik 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

CunmertMnds - Silk E2S. Polyesler £1750 
Cap Tillies, Smatskirts, Polo Shirts 
and Basehall Caps All made to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Owiriear. 
Hayle. ComwaH TR27 5HA. 
Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


De-luxe swim/sun strings for him/her at 


http//vwvw.intersparta.com 

or send £2 in .stamps (credited) for our 
Millennium colour catalogue of g-strings, thong.s. 
swimsiips. shorts and underwear to: 

Intersparta, 150B Gloucester Road, 
Bristol BS7 8NT 


Z^)cntworth 

the fhceerm 


FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 
High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Lo^’s to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SMEFRELO) LTD 

Tankard Houaa. 2S LaadmM Road. Stwfitold SI 3JA 
TM: 0114 272 5678 Fax: 0114 272 0651 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x Tin 

£25.60 *F £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES gwen (or orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 1(X) 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPEQAL DESIGN 
(mtniwumX) 

SpeciaNat aMpetience ovar 85 yasrs 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns. Woking. Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771568 Fax; 01483 756627 


Mallorca Property Search 

Vit dStt. Vforr Dua Iki btinp trun CJOOO la £1 W4)00 pii». IMaBi ahN. to cckwr. aitkin 48 bn. 
Rfkn md aewnmenirnsem mB B ftd •ttk 9 htoa Anfinn prk «|l Vir«ia| tt dl f uf et u tn oa oar lo rar mRi 
vBnv an fa wa ac talrw. Fur Icyal coawlialwa viih oar of Patoa « aaad infaKtal laaTm 
iTiraaNNklNW faaadMar athainruparkaMd No wifapricai a> uganraaKl la fa) 4t|Mu> ai Syaia 

Sir rn no f e td Iryai Few tdkwkaf. NairaJ HrjMi Fill eta fiapii nhtr uAn imtof iMrk lo meek 
I Atk«k to calaar ptoi Mp knakurr 

I’K: 01789-488976 Tcl/fax. e-niail: Salesmpsearch.co.uk 


-The- 

LaserClinic 


Tattoo Removal 
Specialist 


LATEST TECHNOLOGY - NO SURGERY 
ALL COLOURS TREATED 

SaF ^'7^/ effective — Free consultation 
25 years Dermatology experience 
Registered with Local Health Authority 
- Freephone 0800 227777 - 


61 The Avlxue, Soithamptox 023 8023 1633 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 


Ban Wirt Btanr §ad§aM‘ilt elm 
Wtutt GaaaUatt 
StaoSard Carrion 


Wlmt§ Cadea Giant 
ttavf ^taek Barats i‘h.$ 

Aar Aasaeiahaa Wka Barat Badyt 

R K S Kani OMtica tlat 

RKBamTiaa 

Mac* Ctia-aa Tiat 

KK Badoat Larya H.iB Bmatt 

FaeaStieia 

WKKSStrh TrkaraMait 
ImBmBand Garmaott 
Wiatar Blaatcot, BlaekMtrf 
KHAdm-fAAfAA Asta 
aaar Blaa ¥ aaea Jumaan * 
KKArKMifAA'fAA Asta 
WBitt PHal Sairtt 
KMAfUiRIIPSA'fAA.fAA Atsa 
SmttttMirt Kan. Gray. FAATAA Atsa 


nil. 

C2BBB 
Cii.BB 
£12.99 
a.5B 
C7BB 
£4.59 
£1.55 
£9 55 
£4.59 
ff 59 
£59 99 
£72 99 


£7919 

n7f9 


nf 75 
£14.59 


ar« Cmp I 
Gold Swaord Knot 
LooVior ewaord Bolta 


_CII.OO 

... C23.00 
C70.00 
C30.00 


A CO ROM TITLED -BIWTISH MILITARY 
BADGES’ CONTAJNINQ OVEN 2.S00 
ILLUSTRAnONS 18 NOW AVAAJUILE 
pfMCCo ATrsaas 
mM peieoa includa PAP 
1 l.nunimml Dnm»Mmm.Oldr»mm.l»ncm OLMTJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846048 
wvvw.thogoklvirtrobaclga .co.uk 
E-mail:- robroyOlinaoon.nat 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Servicea and custom made for Cluba. 
Bands. Cboks. ak: 

Bianr buliona. medals, ribbons & 
aundrtas 

Please send SAE toe hsis 
THE HERALDIC CO. (QB| NN 
Over Briar. Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End. Coteford. Gioe. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 632200 


lorn.trcascU or 
faded 

PHOTCXiRAPHS 
Repaired, 
restored 
and printed. 

Old nr fnndcrn 
)Mini9L Colour. >epia 
or black and white. 

PR.AaALPRtrS 

I Low Mill CoUagc.Grassinclon. 
Bl)23 5BX Tel: 01756 • 752(MHI 

Please C'all Fur llr«»i'huie 



FLOWERS BY P 

Fast flower mad order * direct from our Nunery in (niermev 
Bcaudhil freshly picked flofwm in an attractive gift box 
could br on its way to your family or fiicnds within 
moments of vour phone caB, ^x or e-mail 

Sumner Promotion I U% dticount otf dll prices ime-Sepr 20(X) 


10 Spray Carnations 

Ml90 

£10.35 inc 

10 Luxury Camatkins 

SHXn 

£10.80 inc 

tORoacs 

144:00 

£12.60 inc 

20 Frvrstas 

SrhdXJO 

£12.60 inc 

Herm BoutpACf 


£18.00 inc 

Alderney Bouquet 


£18.00 inc 

Guernsey Bouquet 

«WJ0 

£22.50 inc 
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Accommodation 


Sandringham Hotel 

7 Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants. P05 SLR 

RECEPTION; PORTSMOUTH (023) 9282 6969 / 9282 2914 
ou. FAX No. (023) 9282 2330 

44 Bedrooms all en-suite / lift to all bedroom floors 
£25.00 B-i>B single or £35.00 sharing for Naval Personnel. 
Naval Reunions & Dinners catered for up to 130 people. 
Meal-stops 4- All Inclusive 


MC 


packages available 


SOUTHSEA 
SOI.ENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOirrH PARAUK 
(Opposite the P)nuaidsl 
TKL: 023 9287 5566 

Sprfim! nan fwr uH Mtiyiet pentmmet mad 
f’ojaflr £2^.Qltp^ Im fmU tmutitr domhU ar 
twim-Mdfd rwmm. 

• 4 cr*«o wafTMii ImH 

• Calotir TV. Ico^cenct CsdUlk* 

* Ciamcs rpaoMk •> hill tk»t MMiokrr laMf 

* Idcalh kiliisicd nrsr sM local alInKihNM 

■Ml M» 




the CcnteRBM!) Bell 

Guest House ♦ Holiday Rats 

LI Ooc aighu - (hire maodi ttays 
U Special Weekly Rues for k)i|er aa>s 
LI R«kbwrthkilclH»^2bcdflM»a%vlaHc 
LI 2 minuic^ from Seafront. Off Road Parlaf 

□ ALLSINGI.E ROOMS £15 pji. 

□ Al J. IKK Rl.E KCX)MS £25 pji. 

St Simoas Rd, Southsca 
- 023 9229 3136 - 



ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 


^ZCUfAUdC to fd%€4€Ht diuC 
tAc dHf( 


7KAXiM£A 


Acconimodation • Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant C 
M at attradive prices. n 

^ Private functions catered for by professionals 9 
1^1 Hands to dance and skylark to live music ^ 

t most weekends 

f Family membership now available 

Royal Sailors' Home Qub. Queen Street Portsmoutfi. P01 3HS 
7 a TEL: 023 9282 4231 FAX: 023 9229 3496 
I Y m home club • home comforts • home in i 9 

W 


m HOME CLUB • home comforts • HOME IN I 


Navy News Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of our own products sold 
through this paper, simply return it to us unused within 14 
days and we will replace it free of charge or issue a full 
refund (Including postage) 

This guarantee does not affect your statutory rights 


Navy News Notice To Readers 

Die publishen of Novy News conooT accept responsib%fy for iKe ocourocy 
of ony odvertUemont or for any loses suffered fay ony reoders os o resuH. 
Reoders ore strongly recommended k> moke their own enquiries and seek 
oppropriole commorool, legal and financial odvice before sendaig any 
money or entering into any legolly fainding agreement. 


ADVERTISING RATES 

f9MoL vary m Wlvcl/v* from fsf Apr# ROOO 


DISPLAY 


Full Page. 

.£2,180 

Half Page. 

.£1,204 

Quarter Page. 

.£680 

S.C.C.. 

.£13.50 

CLASSIFIED 

Uneage. 

90p per word 

Trade minimum. 

.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum. 

.lOwds. 

Box number. 

.£3 

PENFRIENDS 

See details on . 

. pages 


Discounts, Colour Rates, 

Technical Details available on request 

Tel: 023 027 25062 
for a full Media Pack 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-calenng flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, lodge, 
cooker, knen, etc. Ideal tor a vtstl by family or^rl frterxJ. 

MtllMUM 2 PERSONS QR CHABOEF^ 

Charge f WEEKLY JULY 4 AUGUST.£80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER .£70 

person I OTHER MONTHS.£50 

I Nightly (Out of Season).£10 

ALL WTTH OWN BATHROOM AND TOtLET 
Outtft. who Miacipita a las ertvS i ft w iftl inloiin ttw raniQiniiril bfkNO Zpm 
Chiden 12 years or under - HALF PRICE d slee^ in fie same room as adufes. 
BOOKfX^ ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURWG MAY. CX:T08ER 
MR CURTIS. 70 FEST1NG GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023'9273 3581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea P01 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, feriy ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms -k full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 


<®> Province Of N^tal Hotel 

5, Creenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

Tile Hotel was a gill after World War 2 
Us purpose* is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-servIng RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and close relatives. 

*50 yards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands. 
*Half a mile from the shops and station. 

*AII rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
•Lift to all floors •Residents bar •Children and Pets welcome 
•Double. Twin and Family rooms available 
•We cater for small ships re-unions 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

RrfMftrd ClMrily No 22M44 


Plymouth 

Haddington House 

Self-caienng holiday apanmenK 
Furnished to a high standard 
open all year with parking 

Viktt CHV website 
ww w jilNidd.c(».uk 

for a brochure call 01752 767730 


The Victory Services Club 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Molice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friandly Guaat House 
overlooking the Hoe end Seafront. 
All rooms CTV. Taa/Coflaa, C.H 
Mostly ansulla. Sky TV Lounga. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

AdgemmSf (nmi IImu# 
y> her SLWru Hoe. rtymutoh NJ JBT 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


E.r.B.4#4 

•OWN KEYS • NO RESTRICTIONS 
•H/C, TEA/COFFEE, •CTV A SKY TV ALL ROOMS^ 

•ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS\ *14171 YEAR SAME OWNERS* 
33, RESTING ROAD. SOUTHSEA. HANTS. POA ONG 

^hone: 023 9273 1001 Fax: 023 9278 0995, 



THE 

dyer ihn 

Tiu 

, Place to rTTrlrirMBBl 


pubuc bar 
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A M HOTTl 
iA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
• Loefcyer SL PL1 200 * 

TMaphOfw: <01752) 227311 

I mt Victorian Building with 22 
rooms • 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Ravour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV. Ftadio. Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most an smla. 
Large car park Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
accepted. 

Brochure A or Booking conMct 
Lt Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Rat'd) 
•A PenonN Swvkje Condort a bta Hater 


SOUTHSEA 

ANNE BOLEYN 

GUES T HOUSE 

33 Granada Road, P04 ORD 
Happy Sea.side Gucsd House. 

Bfifhi. i|iaoou« fuofm. povair car park. 
Ikarry cooked UrcaklMi. pocked kmebe* 
e n aU hk am requeu. 3inyd> hnm hcaclL piih« 
aad mtawanu llltfiM«« HickvK tli».k««nl 
Ci iB liB r a t al Ferry hirt and Shoppmp CcMrrv 
We look fontard to weleoming you. 
Annabelle A Lyndon RICHARDS 

(023)92731043 


Osmond Quest IHouse 

42 •Pier Stmt, 'Hbf 9{oc 

^ 01752 229705 

Bed ifid Breakfast from £l6-£20.00 
Seafnicil. Coune&y pick up fnion 
siatiom. 4 poster bed All rooim 
CTV. Tca/Cofree making y 
Some En-wilc. Parking y JF 


ST. MALO Guest House 

It G»dM CratcMl Woi Hot. 

Plymouth 01752 262961 

SaaM a t« d PVnnai Hm. ovaric^^ 

the laim oourtA fe Si Mdo s • tnirxty lanly 
an gaa houM oSerinQ comioitMlv aooommodaiQr) 
a • nXmd enwonneni Al looms Hew cam 
aoMr. CTV. aam radtt. eaco n ea 
Bed a Breakfast from E14pp. 
•IlMtLmi^i&cayqgjeariwwaeowVaTwakeMn 


/ I 



The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 

e Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants & bars 

e Lounges, Library. TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
itrcepiions, reunions & private parries 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to sertnngpersonnel 


For hifnniiiiiioii C“ inervittions coittoa ns at: 
6.V7‘) SEYMOUR STREET. LONDON W2 2HF 
'lcI-020 7723 4474 F.'ix-020 7402 9406 


Tfl: OI.W 419977 
Ia\: »I.M(3 4II72K 


IORtsmoixi 

lADY 1 

HAMILTON 


Closest B-i’B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main fate, 
HHSVictoryfMary Rose/ 

HMS Warrior/ 

Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms niHKt en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins 4> 
family rooms, colourT.V, 
Tea^-Coffee facilities, free house 

Tel: 023 9287 0505 ^ 


STATIC CARAVANS 

& TOURING PITCHES 

Cloae to supeib beachea. Cornish 
coastline, cycle or waR the Nationally 
Recogn^Md scanic Camel Trail 
(Nearest Park). 

Many GoN Courses. 

Special Offers A Short Breaks. 
Send tor Cohurad Brochure. 
Little Bodieve Holiday Park 
Wadebridge, Cornwall, PL27 6EG 
Telephone 01208 812323 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 

ADVERTISING ON 


.WEBSliTiEt? 



Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 
To find out more coolact the 
Ndvy News Advertising Depertmenl 


1 



UNION JACK 
CLUB 

Opposite Waterloo Mam Line 
Station and ideal location for 
visiting the Dome, London Eye. 

Imax cinema and all the 
attractions of centra) London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
most en>suite bedrooms. 
Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 

Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 

••mail: aboOujclub.co.uk 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 



naissance 

puises 

Great Places 
Great Times 
Great Careers 
Turn your technical skills into a career 

Join US as we cruise the Mediterranean and French Polynesia 


Offering Career Opportunities in Deck and Engine Positions: 

* Senior Officers with Passenger Ship Experience 
* 2nd Officers and lower ranks without Passenger Ship experience 

Opportunities are available to join our rapidly expanding fleet of luxury ships. 

Prior Passenger Ship experience is required However technically qualified 2nd Officers, Petty Officers 
and lower ranks can gain this experience onboard while working under supervision. 

Our website: wwwjwiantancocruiias.coin (Qick on ‘About Us*). Fax CV to 001 954 759 7728 
Mail to: 350 E. Las Olas Blvd., Suite BOO. Ft. Uuderdale, Florida 33302 




FOR SALE-PLYMOUTH 

Small very busy lock-up shop. 
Gross profit £54,000<f. 
Same hands seven years. 
Scope lo expand 

£29.500 + S.A.V. 
Tel: 01752 341988 


SERVICE MANAGER 

required lor busy relngorabon 
company, management & 
refngeratKxi expenence essential 
Good package for ngM candidate. 

Catl David Harris on 

01420 587355 


PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIO 


Est 15 yrs owner retiring. 
Takeover start working. 
Fully equipped. In-house 
processing and client base. 

-£12.000 inclusive - 

? 023 9267 1962 


I 


Broaden Your Horizons... 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprisea civilian 
vokintaars (Including ax-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, at tea and ashore. 



NAVAL 

RESERVE 



Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet. The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable: in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax-free bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to £1,050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Ccrmorrweatth subfects, aged between 
16 and 40 years (45 for ex-RN). male or female and physically fit 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details of these phone 0845 6075555 (24hrs) or 023 9272 7676 
www.rnjobs.co.uk 


l^caving The Forces? Want THF 
job mit A job? F)x-Srrvtcts ia 
Business? Join The List it’s FRKK 
()|ca Id Scnrkci/cx ServKxs & aO 
TV e%tcmial Job Seech A BvunetT Durciory. 
niRit DM tot oae feno» conucted be hx 
»liD bd m ftai Ink to help Gv' - Utl Unrdto 

Htoto.theliAtuk.cora IT 01483 200 1163 
PO Hot I.<6. Pumfokt. (riidaliidng CIS 4YH 


joisEias 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

eVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 

vvww.jobsearchers.co.uk 



POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 
New Leaf Kducation 
Id: 01302 859954 

PO Bm 460. DONC’ASTFR DN4 9X1. 
www.nei%1eareducalion.co.uk 


OIL RIQS 

77w fGMnrui/ OukW • 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS efTERESTlO M 
WORK OFFSHORE ON 01. RKS AND 
OOESNT KNOW WHERE TO START 
PACKED FUU OF AU THE 
MFORMAnON YOU WKL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OS. RtOS. 

• miiw 

01283 888808 

eCktggAw ■^hornion-Cieveieys 

Unc» rvs ISJ. U X 


Experienced Couple required 

a% Strwani. Cttttk. Houxrkrrprr. 
r'nr itmilrmans club m MeJuitr Krni. 
tjvf M Kit eUtttt rrjrrrmes 

and hijih ilandunit n’quirrd. 

eita%e %rnd C. I! to John MrMlic 
490A City Way, Roehrttrr, 
krml. %n:i JTW 


To advertise on our Recruitment pages 
Tel: 023 927 25062 / 24226 


FLS Aerospace Limited 




The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a 
leading independent provider of full support mainienance services 
to the airline industry. FLS aim to be a world leader. 


Operating from London Gatwick. London Stansted. London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the fotiowing; 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL/AVIDNIC WDRKSHOP MECHANICS 


MECHANICAL Engnc Shop / Hydraulc Shop / ShMl Metal 
AVIONIC Instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Expenence in Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate training wilt be provided where necessary. 



BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop Slockbridge, Hampshire SO20 8DY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 7824.39 
Immediate vacancies exist for 

HELICOPTER FITTERS 
£15,000 - £18,100 pa 

In work in and line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation. Middle Wallop 

Emplo>m*nl will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 davs annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 
years. 8 days public holidays, contributory* pension scheme, accident 
and life assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 
Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, ghing full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: NN 



O CROWN COPYRtOHT/MOO 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 

The Business Manager (JS07/00), Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH Telephone: 02392 733558 
or buy online at vwvw.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can 
ba mada by Chaqua/lntamational Monay Order In £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for 
payment by credit card/switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


aott'o^sitikaTa 
■ uK P«(M^aBi : 
Overseas Price £1^)36 


Snowdrd^iVase 

UK Price £isrsgi 
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Monevwise 



Insurance cushions 

the holiilav horrors 


DEBT PROBLEMS 
DEBT SOLUTIONS 



WHI.LBEING SERVICES. TEL 01329 515532 
FREE DEBT ADVICE TO THE ROYAL NAVY 


Web site address: www.wellbcingserviccs.co.uk 


I F you haven*t packed 
the travel insurance 
as well as your tooth¬ 
brush, that *hlgh priced' 
or 'discount' holiday may 
cost you more than you 
bargained for. 

Wc VC all heard holiday hor¬ 
ror stories, and while arranging 
insurance cannot prevent 
things from happening, it will 
rovide a financial buffer to 
clp you cope with whatever 
ajmes your way. 

And as the name implies. 
Travel insurance covers you for a 
whole host of events. 

Fri>m the moment yiMj hook 
ytnir holiday you need to arrange 
a)vcr so that you can cLiim for 
any loss of deposit paid if you 
have to cancel. 

But check thill the cover is suil- 
ahlc for Service personnel. Most 
travel agent schemes ctner can¬ 
cellation for sickness, injury, even 


unemployment - but the h«m 
changing his mind and not letting 
you go on holiday iKcausc of 
work commitments isn*l usually 
ciwcrcd. 

Yet that is exactly what hap¬ 
pens if your holiday Ls carKcllcd 
due to Service reasons. Apart 
from h>si deposits you can als<» 
cliiim hack the costOf reluming 
hiimc cark if yiHir hitliday has to 
t>e curtailed, perhaps through ill¬ 
ness or the needs of the Armed 
1‘orccs. 

So make sure your policy 
covers Service exigencies. 
Even if you don't need to 
cancel, you may be delayed 
en route due to your car 
being involved in an acci¬ 
dent, breakdown or 
because public transport is 
delayed. 

If this happens you should he 
able to claim comncnsiiiion for 
missed flights, etc. But beware: if 
you are using your own car you 


won’t he able to claim aimpcnsa- 
(ion just because you’ve got 
caught in heavy traffic-you must 
still set out in plenty of time. 

Perhaps the most important 
item wc should aiver is our own 
health. Cost of treatment over¬ 
seas can Ik* extremely expcasivc. 
and medical cover under your 
pt>licy will provide for emergency' 
treatment and, if appropriate, the 
exist of repatriation. 

This is normally handled by a 
24-hour, mulli-lingual, worid- 
widc, emergency .vcnicc team 
who will take care of all the prob¬ 
lems. If you arc travelling to 
Europe you may also keep your 
costs down by obtaining a Form 
El 11 from the Post Officx*. 

That is proof of reciprocal 
health facilities agreed with mem¬ 
ber states of the EU, and will save 
\\ni money on any pharmaceuti¬ 
cal purchases you may need to 
make, and may even reduce or 
delete any excess (the contribu¬ 
tion you have to make) required 
b>' the insuruiKX* company. 

Apart from peace of mind, 
travel insurance will usually pri>- 
vidc compensation for loss of 
money, passport and driving 
licence, it also provides legal 
expenses and public liability oiwcr 
of you arc liable for any damages 


or injury caused to others. (Even 
so. wc should still resist the temp¬ 
tation to seek revenge on the 
layer of the beach towel at .5am 
thuit morning!). 

Speciality holidays such as ski¬ 
ing can als4i be catered for, cover¬ 
ing you for loss or damage to 
equipment, the hire of replace¬ 
ments. and to aimpensate you for 
unusable ski pucks and piste clo¬ 
sure. 

The cost of travel insurance can 
vary ainsidcrahly. and often you 
pay for cover you don’t need. Wc 
can all sec the value of a policy 
that covers us if our haggaae is 
lost, but many of us alrc^ nave 
it covered under a Kit or All Risks 
home insurance policy. 

If a claim do^ arise you will 
only he able to claim once - so ask 
if your premium can he reduced if 
you don’t want this cover. 

You can also save money hy 
arranging insurance on an annual 
basis. A fortnight’s holiday in the 
sun will exist arxiut £25 to insure, 
but expect to pay double that for 
a trip to the LJSA - due to higher 
medical ciists. 

If you expect to take more than 
one holiday a year, consider 
annual insurance, which should 
provide worldwide cover for 
about £75. 


• THIS feature was provided by Warrior Group Ltd. which In 
partnership with Naafi. offers financial services to members 
of the Armed Forces. Further information: From UK or 
Germany, call Warrior on freephone 00800 21222324. Prom 
other parts of the world, call on 44 1959 568969. 


FORCES 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 

CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE AND 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES ITD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHIAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER ON8 4SZ 



^ WARRIOR 


NN-07 


Put yourself in the picture 

^ Lmh. O'/ 

Because Warrior deal exdusively with the military market, 
our Personal Loans are designed to meet the special 
needs of people within the Armed Forces. 

So if you want a loon for a car, a holiday, school fees, 
refurbishment and home improvements, loon consolidation 
or even a wedding, snap up a loan from Warrior... We'll 
put you in the picture. 

Snap up a Warrior Personal Loan at your 
local branch of Naafi Financial Services, or 
call our friendly staff on: 

0080021 22 23 24 (FreefromUK&GemHmy) 

+44 1959 56 89 69 (Rest of world) 

8.00am - 8.00pm Monday • Friday 9.00am • 2.00pm Saturday 

CoMs moy be monitored ond or recorded. All loons subject to status and not available to persons 
under the oge of 18. Written quotations ovoiloble upon request, toons provided by Warrior Oroup 
Limited, Weald House, $B Moin Rood. Sundridge, Kent TN14 6HN 

Warrior working with N A^i^ riCiri Cl 0.1 
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At Your Service 



Calling Old Shipmates 


S6A John W»lloughl>y. HMS Eagle 1953- 
54. seek* shipmatee Buich’ Bulchef. Oenn« 
Slone and Chrslopher Ely lron> Eagle, and 
San Soutuen. Frank Watson, Brian femod. 
Anthony MaMn. Peter Suhon. Roy 
Sheppard and Surg U RadK>rd from RNAS 
YoovAon 1956-50 Also mfo at)ouC Cornel 
crash near Naples Wnte to 49. Romrse Si. 
Shenwood Gdns. Rangiora. Canterhury. NZ. 
erned. Soafiy.SuthmUtndOKtrs.co.fu 

HMS Tamar. Hong Kong Flotilla 1951* 
54 74 Mess. MLa 1323. 1326 wid 1328. 
Seeking anyone irom these vessels Contact 
N L Hancock on 01843 583830. 

HMS Norfolk (1847-4g) Aaoship EasI 
indtos Station 5eW>g news of EAs. pkit 
memOers at Artisans Mess. Contact John 
Mosgrave. 8. Manor Dove Qt Boughton. 
Chester CHS SOW. lei 01244 341153 
HMS Yarmouth 70-72 If anyone knows 
me address or telephone number ol Oenms 
'Scarier O Kara. CK Aii Barber and LCK 
laa cordact Stowort Ramsay. 01241 854318 
HMS ColHngwood Association « open 
lo as who served m Coikr>gwood smce 1940 
in September 4 m planned lo hold a weekend 
at Bracklesham Bay. when the standard wd 
be dodcated DetaSs from MAc Crowe. 7 
Hearn Rd. Lake Isle of Wight P036 8PQ 
HMS Conqueror 1975-77 Srmon (Skm) 
Bodmer, on board al the same lime as Ken 
Goold arkl Russ Graham seeks old mates 
Contact him at 26 All Saints Rd. 
S4tingboumeME10 3P6.lel 01795 422768. 
or email aanbodOnaUcspaonkna couk 
HMS Raleigh. Benbow 30 DMslon. 1900 
Seeking Alexander. Barkng. Beil. CoSma 


At your Service entries 

eNotices for iNs pege should be brief, 
cleerty wrdlen or typed end addressed 
10 • The Editor. Navy Newt. HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth. P01 3HH or email 
edftenavynews.co.uk. If you ere send¬ 
ing your notice in vie emeil. please 
include your full address and telephone 
number 

"Reunions appear in dale order, and 
requests to place an entry in a particular 
edition ceimot be guaranteed. 

"Please send in Reunions at leatt three 
months (preferably lour| before the 
month of the event. 

"There may be e delay before Hems 
appear, due to the volume of requests. 
"Entries are free to non-commercial 
organisations 

"Hems pertaining lo commercial work, 
books and publications for profit can 
only appear as paid for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the righi to edit or 
sefuse publication of submitted notices. 


Davies. Evans. Fieidng. Forbes. Gardtoer. 
Qnndtoy. Moore. Morg^. Roecoe.Sloman. 
Urquharl. Watson. Whila Wtodsor-Brown. 
Wenban, Byrne and tostmctor PO Dunn 
Conlacl Derek Russel on 01482 563399. 

HMS Brazen LS Robbie Bums seeks LC 
Trevor CofMr. they served in Brazen togeth¬ 
er from 1964-86 He iwed in Henley-on- 
Themos and wna a big West Ham Ian 
Conlacl Robbie at Pine Tree Cottage. Mam 
Si. Metxxime. York Y042 4QE, lei 01759 
316661. emai: rotJbmtHrmaObontafnaicom 
Peter 'Pinkey' Salmon of Much 
Wentock Ex A6<S) at HMS Ganges. 1952. 
later HMS Wamor Contact Stan Bryan. 6. 
Kmgwnaad Rd. Chellenham GL51 OAJ. tef; 
01242 510949. smatf; tifftnOonOcwcom om 
TS Scyia. Aberdeen Former cadets of 
Scyia stii m active duty, con^e and errcour- 
age current cadets to fam tie aervica Cantad 
01224 581147. 01224 894028. or emwf 
CRobensontf rsgg-bay freeserve oo uk 
HMS Ganges Ha^ Shergold seeks ex 
PO Boy B Leoson. Cowigwood Clast 100. 
42 Mess Last seen as a Lt m the 60’s. Also 
anyone Irom tie dess Contact Hany al 151. 
Gtoucesler Ave. Cheknslord CM2 9(XJ, tel 
01245 347458. emMl USher^Osof com 
RNWS Rineila Seeking Brum' Butcher. 
Dck OaMn and Torryny Juckm. Contact Fred 
Hobday on 01569 760816 

HMS Kellett Horace Warrallo seeks 
stnpmates who served from 1941 Cantad 
him at 7. Ou4ler Close. Bentley. WafsaH WS2 
OLC. tel 01922 637113 

Cheryl Hod^um. Jim Ctayfon seek any¬ 
one who served w4h them, mdudmg Lorraine 
Evans and Oemse Sitoniey FOGI8 1962 84 
Cal 01489 570441 or 0771 4417766 

CfSgL Baflour Sneddoa 23. Fox Stormo 
Crescent. Edmbmgh. tef 0131 445 3B2C 
seeks Sgt Mick Morrow, wtih whom he 
served in 45 Cdo. RM in Aden. 1961 

HMS Atoury 1939 Any Ship's company 
who commissioned Atoury at MaHa Auouti 
1939. cal Captaei Gower on 01749 840204. 

ER-raimg Bob Maloney, a Londorier 
based at HMS Badger. Parkeston Quay 
1945-6 Ring 01623 742508 (evenings) 
WIiMly HMI Receivers. CibreRer 1986- 
66 Seeking any staff who worked there. 
mdudmgAdgi. If you would Wte a dnnk tor old 
imes sake, conlacl Mark Jones, smarf. 0p- 
perOlasndar.tsbufinaea. oo uk 

81 Brides Bay 1967-69 Far East ccvrv 
imssion contad Alan Msthsrson. 01563 
572262. coocemaig posstoft reunion. 

HMS Lohdonderry 1st Commission. 
Home end West todies, 1960 • 62 90 oU 
sNpmales corr e cted so far Video of com- 
mltston and firtt reunior svaiabie. second 
reunion being pfanned. Contad Dave 
Wickham. 12. Foxgtove Close. Ringmer. 
SueeeR BN8 5PB. leT 01273 812842 

Gerald (blood) Reed Bert Greening > Far 
Eeet commissi^ Defender anyone Irom 
22 mess? Or from 1950-51 Croeabow, Pels 
Otover. John Oady LofN Fimtosm. Rotia. 
Anyone from 8 mesa? Contad Ron Qreer. 
15§. Lucas Ave. Chelmsford, lei 01246 
609930. emai r g grtforOtasco nat 

HMS St Vincent. 0371 (1961) Contad 


Peter Church on 01788 B44590. or email 
churchpafsr hoimaJ. corn 

HMB HempsMre 1972-74 Glyn WiRacoN 
(Taff) seeks old shlpmeles. espMtolly Tim 
Briton (DalfteO and Georgs Osia (Ossie), 
ccncemlng rt-umon in Pompey October 4 lo 
ceiebrste 2Slh wedding anniversary to Liz 
(Copeland, ex Wren SA. HMS Nelson) Wr«e 
to 12. Leugheme Ave. Rumney CerdM CF3 
8HY. let 0^ 2021 1650 

HMS Chaplet: Dems Broodbem would 
Ike 10 contact Noel Ormt. Brff Barden. Enc 
Jupp ak Mediterranean. 1955-6 Cyprus 
patrol and The Suez Crisis November 1956 
Contad him al 41, Culver Place, 
Christchurch 9007 New Zealand or at 
aantsnOmadt)efUOKtra com 

HMS Protector Seeking ex-crew who 
served m toe Antarctic 195^1968. Contad 
Harry Pmkerton. leklax 01492 874685 
email harryOpmkerkrne.fraasarytt oouk or 
BA (Pmriw) Bantoll on 01202 480767 
HMS Ark Royal. 1952M5 Arthur 
Broughton would like to hear from shtomales 
m toe aircrafi handing branch by miJ to 
SITE 5. COMP 72. Keramaoa. BrHtah 
Cokanbia. Canada VOX 1 NO tel 1 250-499- 
5509.email aenebroughlonOnolacape nal 
RH Haslar Bob Pmke ex MA Iriyn Haslar 
1967-8 wants to hear from you OJ. Molt- 
BucktwH}. 023 9283 0223. St Andrew 
Anchorage. Lidiard Gctoa. Soutosee P04 OLF 
HMS Bfyth Vosper Thomeycroft launch 
this Sandown data mmehunter on July 4. 
and wish to contad anyone who served In 
toe first Blyto. a Bengor-ctaas maieeweeper 
taunchad vi 1940. who could attend toe 
launch Contad Carol Freamaa PA to toe 
Chief Executive. Vosper Thomeycroh. 
Soutoempton. tef* 023 8042 6100 

HMS Grenville 1954-55 Walkabout 
Yates, ^pewy' Sid Saundera. -Rcbbo 
Robeison and John 'Wndy* Norto seek stok¬ 
ers from tot Arst commaaion after oonver- 
Bon as A/S frigale with Capi Hardovei' 
Hoptons Tel Canada 403 226 0602. errail 
gnoOhOlefuafiianatnat or John Robmsor. 
01279 777401. 


Reunions 



A new ship 
joins the fleet 

Now it’s available for your reunion 


Why not hold your reunion at sea? 
We can offer you an exciting choice 
of routes, catering options and 
entertainment. On your two-night 
CruiseBreak. enjoy first-rate service, 
a comfortable en suite cabin, two 
excellent ail-you-can-eat buffet 
breakfasts and a welcome drink. 
We'll even take you sightseeing. 

All this from just C71 for our 
standard package. We can arrange 
a visit to our bridge and engine 
room, at the captain's discretion. 


It's your reunion, so you decide how 
you do it We can provide relaxed 
smorgasbord buffets, cater for 
splendid gala dinners in a private 
room, with wine and liqueurs, and 
tailor a host of other packages to 
suit your needs, party size and 
your pocket. 

For more details contact Sylvia 
Leslie on 01255 243 243. who will 
be happy to put together a package 
specially for you. Go back to sea 
with DFDS Seaways. 


GERMANY • DENMARK • SWEDEN • NORWAY • HOLLAND 




DFDS 

SEAWAY5I 


Over to You 


Tripp Wlulsl Itwig ai Singapore in 1950a 
and 60a. a man nomad Too Cha# Hon 
CWhockor ) uood to Iraai Woody Muotoo for 
sfwanrrang He got too mcknome when hio 
lather worked as o cook al HMS Terror, given 
him by o man from toe Ports m outh area 
nomad Thpp. Whackar. a respactad twim- 
mmg coach, comas to Bmam ovary otoar 
year and wants to maet aM who Knew han. 
espedatty Mr Tnpp CkinCact Wendy Muston 
(nee Cocking) on 023 9266 6682 e-mai: 
taafsyO muston t23.fraaaanta oo uk 

HMS Penalopa Ship‘t Bafl. from 1978: 
what happened to Contact Mike Bee. 1. 
Oddfellows Sln»el. Mwfieid WF14 9AB, or 
amal nVkaboaOnwtiakS34 traasarKo oo uk 
HMS Oievron H Dutton has pftotoa of 
toe funeral of STO/M Poitar. who dtod tn 
1951. and la bunad ai Malta. It his lanafy 
would Ike them, letephona 023 8086 7406 
HMS Canlaur A J Higbed has a copy of 
toe End of Commiselon Servica al 
Portsmouto. August 20. 196S. Contact AJ. 
Higbad. 31. Moorhaid Onva. Baridon. West 
Yorkshae B017 6U. 

RNAS YeoviHon. 1948 Amwig al the 
base. Ronald Jones came across musicians 
of toe Pokth Navy Band When he returned 
ai 1949. tot bend had tad. to they formed a 
band, too Herorwires Does anyoria know of 
lha slay Ireatmerv and repatnalion of toe 
Polnh ^nd7 Contact Ronald at 9. Bury Hal 
Lane. Gosport P012 2PL 

fttMS Hollyhock K64 Seeking anyone 
ntoo served ai this ship, sunk April 9. 1942. 
oft Ceylon If anyone has ado on Jonathan 
Wtokett's uncfe. Alfred WIckett. lulled that 
day. or Atoart Booth, contact Jonathan at 
396. Wolsefey Rd. Camaithaad. Ptymoulh 
PL2 2ED. tel 01752 219474 e-m«l 
Jbnafhan anckatOvtrgm nat 

I would like to hear from any survivors 
from toe SS Lady Hawidns sunk by U-66 in 
January 1942. w«htoaioaaol2SOsntomalaa 
and seven days in an open Maboat Contact 
J A Gee on 01704 228744 

Looking for ado arto pholoa of HMS Fleur 
iLya. aFlowt 


dal 


July 

Feat Minelayers 8.E. Branch meets at 
noon ai toe R^C. Braganza SL Kannaigion. 
on July 3. Raig 01603 437652 or write to Ray 
Moore. 88 Watlmg Rd. Norwich NR7 OTG 
Seaman Specialist Comrades 
Association AGM and summer tonctton In 
toe WO 6 SR Mass. Fort Bloddiouse on 
Jidy 8. 7.30pm start. OUaka from SSCA 
Secretary. 21 Memvafe Rd. Hilsea. 
Portsmouth P02 OTJ 

Roedean Old Boys Association 609i 
anniversary kinch ai Roadaan School on 
J^gf 13. Anyone who dto torpedo, eiacirlcai 
or explosive courses at Roedsen 1940-46 ta 
ekglbfe Wnfe lo Ed Chapman. 6 Bacona 
Drive. CuNley. Herla or ring Sam Modoy on 
01707 8727W 


August 


HMS Porpoise and HMS Oracle 
reunion ar toe Oumforic Club. H ataoib u rg h . 
on August 4. Tickals £S per parson or £7.50 
per ooupfe Corded Carl Batter on 01436 
676104 or Mark Duffy on 01436 679921 H 
not avadabia tor tots date, contad Carl or 
Mark over future avenis 

September 

8th Destroyer Association reunion at 
Scarborough from September 8-10 Al shlp- 
matea from *€’ data destroyers from what¬ 
ever ihto or tutoon atao welcome Details 
from CM Longtoof on OtSt 226 3675. 

723(C8) Squad RM (59-60) ratason at 
Exmouth on September 8 DeUtls from Dave 
Pnchord on 024 2079 023a 

HMS Triumph reunion, al comnMssions 
watcoma. September 22-25 si Eastbourne 
Contad Enc Buckner on 01228 514S70 
HMS Birmingham Association, al com- 
HMaiona. Ex crew aderaatad to a raunton at 
the Nautical Club. Barmrigham, September 
23 conlad Alec Wnght on 0121 643 9475 
(1100-14001 or e-maii naukcalOanaonanat 
HMS King George V reunion is at her 
bvthpiace September 29 to October I. 
Furtoer dotaii from Jack Kitsby on 01327 
703479 or Bart Kent on 01277 214810 

October 

HMS Duff reunion In Sottoul. October 8- 
7. Contad N Johna, The Old Chandfery. 
New Rd. Instow. Bideford EXSO 4LN. lei 
01271 860578 

HMS Saumarez reunion at toe Home 
Club. Portsmouto. on October 7 AN former 
shpmales invitsd. Contad MJ Setter on 
01249 712525 tor details 

HMS Bruce Register reunion at the 
Ambassador Hotel. Scarborough. Odober 8 
10 Members and partners welcome Details 
from me Secretary. 0121 532 4058 

14th Carrier Air Group, 804 8 812 
Squadrons reunion lor aN associa t ed wdh 
toe GAG. 1948-52 at the RNA Club. 
Leamlngtor Spe. on Odober 14. Conlad 
Kan Lambert. \7, VMgnNO. Orton Maftiome. 
Peterborough PC2 5NR. tel 01733 2346SS 
HMS Norfolk, cruller 1930-50: Reunion 
dinner of toe Old Nortolis Asaooalion on 
October 14 at ttfe Astor Hotel. Plymouth 
Partners weloome Contad Ken Moth. 01006 
48228. e-maf‘ kbmothObkniamat com 

November 

Ton Class Aaaoclallon West of London 
pre-Chnstmes reunion kmch at High 
Wycombe. November 25. Contad Edward 
Freathy. Efenbenk. Marlow Rd. Bourne Ervl. 
Bucks SL8 SNL. tel 01626 523711 


2001 


HMS Cayfon Association raunton tor 
2001. Conlad R PrafI 33 Swarralon Rd. 
Havard. PO0 2HH Tel/Fax 023 9247 2243 


Nms birminciIam 

ALL COMMISSIONS 

All crew members tottretttd in a reunion 
at The Naulicil Dub. Bishopsgstes Street 
Birmingham B151ET 
Phone: 0121 643 9475 
Write, phone or a-rnall 
nauticalclubf^linaone.not 
Secretary, Alec Wright for details. 
Numbers limited to 140 


HM SUBMARINE SIDON 

Scuttled 14th June 1957 In 
Lyme Bay off Portland BUI 


regardtog toe procedures to scuffing fM 
submanne Due to the tack of tachmcai 
tofonmatton avadable. wodd any parcorVor 
persona tovolved to the scuabng of tots 
vessel piaasa contact: 

C.J. or B.J. Evans on 
01256 455379 

or write lo: Downton House. 
Tarrant Kaynston, Blandford 
Forum, Dorset DT11 9TE 


Flower-dass corvette sunk west of 


Gibraltar to 1941 C Burrldga't grandtether. 
Derek, larved on board. Conlad c. Bumdge. 
5 Befeidt. Btetchtoo^. Surrey RHI 4RA 
HMS Scorpion Can any survivor of the 
Scorpion provide Info on her loss TJ 
S tssfa'i brotoer Simeon was loaf on her Ateo 
does any Wren remember T. J. Steele spend- 
tog toe ntghi to HMS Beaver 24-25 March. 
19417ConCsd TJ. Stoete. 44 Bachwood Rd. 
WoNolon Noningham NG8 2ET 

HMS GardenU If anyone recaNs toe time 
the crew pcked up survivors (especteily toe 
tofumd John O'Connel) of toe Nicelo de 
Larrmega. sunk by 11-103 oN the Cananoa to 
1941. contad Eugene O'Sullivan. 
Pinahaven', Torquay Rd, Foxrock. Dubkn 16 
John Fraderfcfc Smafidon Mrs J.M 
Smaidon seeks anyone who Knew her lale 
husband, who served to HM sfvps Royal 
Arthur Viciory and Royal Atiert 1944-45 
Ckxsad Mrs SmaUclon. M. GranvSte Ctoaa 
Dufkatd Dalper DE56 4FY 

HMS Norfolk Commisaroning Book 
Mick (Stevo) Stephenson. Capiam's LCH 
197(>-72. was dratlod prior to the book bemg 
pnnted but would lAe a copy Phone 01964 
614917. e-rnoil mckp(acedia«c2f com. or 
wnteioi4 Cheverton Ave. Wftoemsaa. East 
Yorkshae HU19 2HP 

HMS Devonshire 1971-73 Paul Hurtey 
sal on the Commission (Lma) Book corruns- 
tee and wrote a report for i1. He was draltad 
and oavar saw the knai Item He would kke to 
borrow, or own. a copy Contad hen at 
Hghheid House. 10. Petrel Close Wtosford 
Cheshire CW7 ilB. tef 01606 594420. e- 
mail: fiautOhurtayo.traassrva co uk 

Qian Sonkay seeks mio from sfspmatet 
of fsB grandfatoers. 64 Sankey in HMS 
Pozarlca and B« Morgan in HMS Wild 
Swan Any Info to Gitn Sankey at 
gsankayOpmstam^bgabon com 

HM8 ioltlaham. Ham-class inshore 
sweeper Edmund RarA seeks toe Shto* 
Befl. to borrow N tor a Church MMtennlum 
Festival on July 16-17. Contad Edmund 
RwA on 01223 811369 or 01223 811616 
Fontainabteau (Unknar) 1949-50 
Seeking anyone dratted lo Cour Henn 
Quatre, RN^, Pembroka, Pans. Ganges. 
West Indtes and Scotland, who racaNs ax- 
CPO STD AJex Sutoartand. Con Rowtands 
has already bean contacted locaiy. Conlad 
Alex at 128 Tutton Rd. Rainham. uAtogham 
ME8 7LQ. tel 01634 374657. amaM 
laum sothartandO virgin nat 

HMS Lance • WWt Karen Lonergsn 
seeks mlo on her grandfather. Artour Jamas 
Foord. bom Hasttngs, February 14, 1884 
Alto aaaks a copy of the book HUS Lancs 
Wnta to Mrs Karan Lonargan. 751. Alaxarxtar 
Drive RR81. Petarborouf^. Onlano. Canada 
K9J 8X2. a-matt lanerganOnaKtoom nat 
8A.t George Templeton Guthrie. 
Commander of LCT 427 IsabeMe Clark is 
trytog to find out to which Normandy beach 
ttsa aall was headed whan i want down w4h 
aB hands, todudmg her unde George 
Contad tsaboBa al 125. Soutomoor Drive 
Denver. Cotorado 80220. USA. or a-mas 
kcrcOcsn not 

HMS Malaya Seelung mlo on a 
Stattordshire Bui Temer named Lumpur, the 
mascot of HMS Mateys Could anyorie wSh 
memones of Malaya and He with Lumpur 
contad 0 Alcana. 174 Bunarmare way. 
Newport NP19 7BL. tel 01633 251295. 

Mrs Kathleen Smith seeks James 
Coteman, a saroean i In the Royal Marines 
mamed Joan and had a daughter. Penny and 
amtgratad to MBdura. Australia Also Harry 
Barren from Hul. poastoN arthar a PO or 
Purser Boto were to HMS Shropshee around 
194(M2 Write to 203. Fekydene Village 
Siaplelon Rd. Sarma. Durban. SA 3610. 

Emeal J Badlngftekf (Lofty), a survivor 
of HMS Repulte Into is sought Dy Mrs M J 
Wilson. Ernest had bean at HMAS Laeuwei. 
Free mon tle, West Australia, and aha has a 
document to rstum to Its nghttui 
Contad Mrs Wilson al 7/108 Fai 


owners 

Fam Road. 


WUson WA, 6107. AuMraka 

HMS Hurt lay. Hunt-claas destrovar Mr 
Q N C^ofaman seeks mlo on Donald Lhartes 
Jackson, bom 1924. a gunner dunng WWIi 
Stones from ex-oew regarding persorviel 
and operations of toe she ap^eoated 
Contad Mr Coteman. 30. St Mawes Ave 
WiHord. Nottingham NG11 7BW. 

Star of l4ntland Pate WNtahousa 
seeks photos or mfo on tots vessel, a t ra wtar 
butil to 1915. converted to a minesweaper by 
toe RN in 1940 relumed to trade in 1946 
Her Whae Enaign has been presented to 
Huddersf»eld RNA Contad Pete 
Whttenouse. 4. Bradtey Grange Gardar^t. 
Hudderstiek] H02 1QX 

NMS Avorvvate, L06 Taffy Seer seeks 
anyone etoo romembere hen kke MoNoy 
Walton Davies etc Can toey tea mm which 
beach they were on al O-Oay. details of 
exploits to toe Adriatic, any books referring to 
LOe'’ Conlad Taffy at 60. Lawrence HA Ave. 
Nimport NP19 9eO tel 01633 271280 
Badge In the Butchers Arms 
Slonehouse. Plymouto. ■ a step’s ctraiar 
badge, weh an image of a posterior contam- 
ing two arrows arto anoihar two arrows head¬ 
ing towards 4 On top it *4 R O*. What«this 
unofficial badge? Contad Alan Jonas. 101. 
York Rd. WOston Mil Ptymoulh Pt5 1AU 
HMS Grove K HoldawaYS brotoer 
Douglaa was loal when toe alxp was turA on 
June 12. 1942. Would any survivors p l eas e 
contact K Hofdaway. 23. Ringtey Rd. 
Horsham RH12 4AS 

Satfor Craig Holkngsworth (ex Naval 
Airman) would Bie to obtain a copy of toe 
1976 video, and woMd lAa to hear from any¬ 
one etoo rernamoars fem Contad hen at 14, 
Parktvl Way. WUson. West Australia. 6107. 
Australia, or e-matl pooose0pnmu& com.au 
RN W7T Kranli (64-67), HMS Whitby (67- 
8). HMS Eagle (69-72)- Has anyone had. 
having or iiKafy to nave a rauvon tor mam- 
bars of ttiese ships compareas? Conlad 
Larry Evans, on 0151 336 6772 or e-mail 
■vans OtJtackayslana.fraasarva ca uk 
HMS Ootasaa Kerwiato Cterk's uncte 
Montague Frank Clark, was kUled In actton 
on board on December 15.1941 Could any 
crew member or anyone with toto about toe 
•tap and her history contad Kannato al 31. 
Lyn Qrova, Kingwranwal. Newton Abbot 
Tbl2 5AR. a-meu Sfiutnfktabknlarrmt cam 
Glyndwr (Taff) Harrlaon served between 
1940-1062 ending as CPO (Stoksr) Hte 
daughter Oabbre Nonwel wotttd tove to hear 
Irom anyone «too knew or sarved with him 
Piaasa contad har al fhar)orM(«ttt0kny- 
mytd co ukoron 01603 474726 

HMS Aldenham Wayne Evans' unde. 
David Palmar Evans (Pal), died whan toe 
step was rranad to to# Adriatic on Decambar 
14. 1944 Ha wishes to contad surviving 
crow members. ar«i to obtain a bocA The 
Last Osmtofst. hmS AkSannam 1942-U by 
FA Mason Comad Wayne Evans on 01492 
564933 Of a-maU corwaylSonmamat com 

Falklands ciate 

MbMBfcRS of the Royal Navy or 
Merchant NaNy who received (he 
South Atlantic Medul (K2) arc eli¬ 
gible to join the all-.Scrvicc South 
Atlantic .Medal AxstKiation 
(1982) SAMA82. 

llic organisation is holding a 
20th unnKcrsary reunion in 2UU2. 

Cliairman Dr Rick Jolly has had 
lo stand down because of work 
conriiniimcnis, and has been suc¬ 
ceeded hv CTiris Freely. 

ITctails from SAMA 82. PO Box 
82, Blackwixid, Gwent Nl>2 OYE. 


Ajax honours war dead 


THE TOWN of Ajax in Ontario, 
named after the thip In the Battle 
of the River Plate. 1939, has 
streets named after the ship's 
company. 

Civic leaders In A)ax now wish 
to plant trees and place commem¬ 
orative plaques on roads named 
after those killed in the war. 

To complate the occasion, they 
hope lo find as many relatives as 
possible who might be willing to 
attend the ceremonies, possibly 


In October or November this year. 

Names include: Gamon, M.P.; 
Strathy. G,H.R.: Bashford, G,C.: 
Burrells. A.F.; Farley. WJ.: Follett, 
H.; Foord. H.J.: Frankcom. E.A.C.; 
Gibson. J.; Lambard. W.Wj O’Dell. 
HJ.; Parsons. J.H.B.; Plowman. 
R.V.; Preston. S.W.; Reed. F.; 
Simpson. W.E. 

Any relatives should contact 
Doug Hoppe, 354a, Bourne Road, 
Pode Hole, Spalding, Lines PE11 
3LU tel 01775 724470. 
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THE ASSOCUTION 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO is hn(h a ('haritable Trust and a Membership AMociation 
Tor Serving and Retired OfTierrs of the RN. RM, QARNN.S, 
former U RNS, and their Reserves 
The CliariLible Trust has assets exceeding £3 milHon. the investment 
iiKome from which m used lo make grants and bursaries to all ofTicers and 
their dependants, including ihcir widows or widowers, when they arc in need. 
The Membership Associaliofi, which has 9,000 merabers the majoriiv 
ctirrmily joining being serv ing ofTicers. pros ides very substantial and diverse 
benefits both for serving and retinrd ofTicers for a miminai annual membership 
fee of £10 (or £150 for Life Mcmhmhip). Amongst these .AR.NO’s AA 
membership scheme akme affords a sasuig which comfortaN) exceeds the 
annual subscriptimi! (Roadside with Home Start and cover thniughout Foinipc 
£40 per year) 

For further information; 

Either visit the AR.NO web site wiirw.euroiurfxofii/anio or compldc 
and return the foUowing: (fax: 020 7402 5533, e-mail ;anio4FcurDsurf.com I. 

To. U CtaTm PC^ttf s RN. ARNO. 70 PoRoesTTR Tce, London W2 3TP 
Please send me details and a membership applicatioti form; 
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Helping Hands 




• Going down: Mne Tommy Orinnan prepares for a 'run down'at the Scottish Life building in Edinburgh. RtcM la(Phot) Acfundi 


Trio’s winning streak 



Cadets tidy up 
local eyesores 

YOUNG Officers from Britannia Royal Naval College 
(BRNC) have been busy helping with community pro- 
jecfs under the college's Outreach scheme. 

For 40 cadets and three staff, the task of repairing 
and restoring parts of Ditsworthy Warren House and 
working on drainage in Burrator Woods was complh 
cated by wintry weather. 

Meanwhile. 70 cadets in college boats worked under 
the direction of River Officer Lt Mark Malley to remove 
glass and metal from the shoreline behind Sandquay, 
gaining valuable boat-har>dling practice as well as fill¬ 
ing two three-tonne skips with rubbish. 

Members of the Senior Upper Yardman course paint* 
ed and carried out maintenance work at Blackawton 
Nursery, while ten Young Officers carried out a similar 
task at a school in Stoke Fleming. 


Website 
will help 
disabled 
people 

AN cx-CP() is cinc of the men 
behind a new website helping 
disiibied people find services 
and restmrccs on the Inicmct. 

Mac Mackin retired in 1W7, 
ha>ing spent much of his life com¬ 
municating. and wanted to use the 
potential of miKiern icchnokigy to 
extend that communication. 

Mac's son Stuart Is married to 
Helen, who. like her brother and 
sister, are confined to wheelchairs, 
hut Mac and Stuart spotted a gap 
in the Internet. 

"There are many excellent 
websites on the l^t for the 
less-abled. but they tend to 
be for specific categories of 
disabling illr^ess. injury or 
condition," he said. 

Ilie pair came up with DixahltJ 
tnahinLcom, a resource centre 
enabling the ph^ically-disahled 
aimmunity to easily find, from one 
location, the websites that deal 
specifically with their addition. 

The site ettvers fiHrilities. ser¬ 
vices. equipment, sport, news, 
mobility, carers and work ivsuc^ 
“Any i»rganisalion or Nuvv 
readers who have, or know some- 
iMK who has need of this restnirce 
arc welcome to kH>k up H-Hw.do- 
Mfd-rnithted.com, sign in and 
make a submission on anything 
that will inform, educate, entenain 
or help those with Jisiibilities - 
and keep us busy," said Mac. 

Lunch guests 
are rationed 

WIIHN guests cnjtn' lunch with 
the Ounmodore at KN air station 
Ciildrose. they arc asualK guaran¬ 
teed a treat. 

Rut 2tl() people had to make do 
with soup and a bread r<ill at the 
most recent function ~ a famine 
lunch for charity 

Commoikire Tony’ Hogg and his 
wife C'hrissic presided over the 
event, which included stalls and a 
rafRe, raising annind £4.(NNI. 

The miMKy will go to St Julia's 
Hi>spicc. St Teresa’s Cheshire 
Home, the NSPC’C and King 
George's Fund for Saik>rs. 

Teams tackle 
half marathon 

TWO teams from Devonport 
Naval Base raised a combined 
total of more than 12,U)0 in the 
Pt>mouth Half Marathon. 

A group from Captain Fleet 
Maintenance collected around 
£1.2(N) for the children's cancer 
charity. CLIC. 

Injury and illness reduced the 
Waterfront Whippets team to six, 
but all finished, and raised 
for St Luke's Ho.spice in 
Ptyimiulh. The Wliippcts runners 
work for the Ba.sc Supply Officer. 


THRIili Royal Navy wives 
who streaked for a bet after 
England beat Oerinany at Euro 
2000 repeated their riin before 
the Romania game - but this 
time few charity. 

Amanda Buckley. Kerry 
C)*CT>nm>r and Nk:i>la Hall ran 
round the Fggbuckland estate 
in Plymouth, fonunatcly choos¬ 
ing to go before the match, 
while spirits were still high. 

This time they wore slightly 
more than the flag which they 
employed after ine Germany 
game, to avoid offending any¬ 


one - and collected areiund 
£2<N) for play equipment at 
/Mexandru HiUise. 

“Our husbands want a re¬ 
run. and we thought we could 
raise M>mc money at the same 
lime," Amanda told Navy News. 

“We wore bikinis. England 
hats, that sort of thing, and got 
a really goixJ reaction. It's just 
us well we didn't go after 
England lost " 

With England out of Euro 
2UtD. the women are now plan¬ 
ning different fund-raising ven- 
lurc.s for Alexandra Hoasc. 


A C'llAKITY abseil by hi) Royal 
Marines from an office bkKk in 
Edinburgh has raised around 
£5.(MM) for the Erskinc Hospital 
Appeal. 

I1ie men of 4.S Commando continu¬ 
ously abseiled from the tim of the 
Scottish Life Assurance Company 
building non-stop for 24 hours, 
demonstrating a variety of roping 
techniques. 

The Erskine Hivspital is being 
rebuilt to provide the best pi»ssible 
care for cx-Scrvk'cmen and women in 
Scotland, and a £lbm centre of nurv 
ing care excellence will repkic'c tlie 
outdated existing facility near 
Glasgow. 

In addition, Erskinc care will be 


ANOTHER 30 children have had 
the benefit of a week's pilgrimage 
to Ltrurdcs, thanks to the Navy, 
Three groups from Service and 
MOD families, along with 
40 helpers including Naval 
nurses and chaplains, made 
the trip to France under the 
auspices of HCPT. an 
arrangement which started 
with a team from I IMS 
Raleigh in 1970. 

HMS Warrior 18fi0. in 
f\>i1snK»uth. was a key rally¬ 
ing pi>int this year, when an 
IlCIT Jubilee Baton w;is 
transferred to Kelly Robins, 
of RN I8f) Ciroup, who was 
taken by Royal Marines 
K)at into the harbour to 
pass the baton on to HMS 
Da.slK‘r. 


taken to other parts of the country to 
allow people to he kMiked after in 
units closer to their homes and fami¬ 
lies. 

ITic first will be a 4()-bcd Erskinc 
luime in l:dinburgh. 

Wives aim high 

THE WIVES of two Junglie pilots 
are planning to do a skydive at 
Honiton this month for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care. 

Donations in support of Sarah 
Hannigan. whose husbar^d Paul is 
with 846 Naval Air Squadron, and 
Sarah Brown, whose husband 
Steve is with 845 NAS. can be 
made by calling 01963 364186. 


Her Comnuinding Officer, Ll Dean 
Ikisselt. luindcd the baton on to the 
Irish HCPT amtingent in Oierbourg. 

A special Ma.s.s was also heki on 
Warrior's upper deck. 

The pilgrimage itself was as much 
about enjoyment a.s anything else, 
with Tom Burns, the Principal 
C'haplain (Naval), noting the “fun, 
laughter, giggles and smiles" as well a.s 
the “spasms, frustrations, fears, unciv 
ordinatkin and pain." The trip als4i 
gives the children's families some 
respite hack home. 

Highlights included a picnic in the 
mountains, and the Trust Mass at the 
shrine of Our I.ady of Ixiurdes. 

It costs I'XNl to send a child and 
helper - the RN hill in I9<W came to 
02.fl(N) - so any suppon is welct>fne. 

For details, contact your local chap¬ 
lain. i>r HCPT(RN)Chainnan Capt 
I>dvid Fund on 023 9270 2039. 


In Brief 


EVENTS iH^aniscd hy staff 
ul Victory Buildinja the head¬ 
quarters of the Second .Sea 
Lord in Portsmouth, raised 
more than £1,400 for Rachel 
Madocks Schix^l in 
Portsmouth. 

T DAY - the highlight of 
SSAFA Forces Help's Big 
Brew 2000 - will be on 
Thursday. September 21. D 
The event, which runs I 
from September 18-24, 
raises money from dona¬ 
tions at tea-breaks large 
and small. 

MENCAP is seeking bO lough 
volunteers for a Sahara Chall¬ 
enge on Nincmhcr 11-18. 

The challenge comprises a 
4x4 JriNC. camel Irek. run. 
tyclc and hike in Morocco, 
and volunteers mast find £300 
plus spons<Kship. 

Call 0845 9777 779 or c- 
mail e\mis(^mrmap.orji.uk 

NAVY runners have hand¬ 
ed a cheque for £3,000 to 
the International Spinal 
Research Trust 
The money was raised 
by Lt Cdr Steve Arnell 
(HMS Nottingham). WO Bill 
Thorburn and POWren 
Chris Phillips (MCTA) at 
the London Marathon. 

COMBAT Strew, the cx- 
Scrvices mental welfare mki- 
cly, is Itosiing a perfi>nnanec 
ol Puccini's Madam Butterfly, 
bv the Ojicra del Mar on July 
2i). to raise funds. 

The performance, in the 

f rounds of the Royal 
lospiial. Chelsea, begins at 
8pni. and tickets arc 125 per 
person, with accompanied 
under-16s free. ITctails from 
the ticket hotline on 01634 
226203. 

A CHEQUE for £250 was 
handed to St Julia's 
Hospice by members of 
the Warrant Officers and 
Senior Rates’ mess at RN 
air station Culdrose, fol¬ 
lowing an event attended 
by members of Camborne 
and Redruth RNA. 

PHs Rob Grcctham and Pal 
Palilkt. from RN air statkm 
Ycinilion. paid a visit to the 
children's ward at Yeovil 
District Hospital, taking arm¬ 
fuls of choailatc donated by 
Naval personnel who compet¬ 
ed in the station's lt\ a 
Kmk'lumi cirmpetilion. 

A TEAM from the Royal 
Navy has been completing 
a set of challenges around 
the country in order to 
compile a giant jigsaw. 

The three Armed Forces 
were competing in the 
Motablllty Jigsaw Chall¬ 
enge, which heralded 
Independence Week, de¬ 
signed to raise awareness 
of the mobility needs of 
disabled people and the 
Motablllty charity. 


Runners mean business 


FOUR RMA members have 
issued a challenge to serving 
Royals as they prepare for the 
Poole to Lymp^one race on 
September 9-10. 

Taff Pearce, Martyn Jones, 
Tony Hulme and Richard Baker 
are the first RMA team to enter 
- and Taff said: “We are not 
entering to make up numbers, 
but to beat as many serving 
personr>el as possible." 

The four are raising money 


for the widow and child of CpI 
Kevin Weaver, who died after 
being attacked in Plymouth. 

They have set up the Kevin 
Weaver Trust Fund with Bar¬ 
clays Bank. Donations can be 
made to account number 
00177075. sort code 20-60-58. 

Their venture is being 
sponsored by Watts Tyre Co, 
who are providing a minibus, 
driven by RMA member Gerry 
Spencer. 


Pilgrimage of fun 


Sh 

K 


of the 

ith 

Pho 

togi 

rapi 

IS 
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ONLY £10.50 
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The featured ship for July is 

RFA Fort Austin 

An RFA Stores ship 


so®® & 3 - 


To receive a postcard size picture of her and of the next eleven featured ships, 
simply send your order with your cheque/PO to the address below. Each month you 
will receive a glossy photograph helping you to build a comprehensive and interesting 

collection. 

Pictures can also be purchased individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) 
incl. p&p. Over 500 black and white photographs to choose from. Send for free list. 

Orders To The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 
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Medals at the Palace for judo pair 


I'WO out of four Navy entrants to a judo 
event came away with medals - one gold 

C'lT) Ian Clark was the first of the quartet 
to compete in the Southern Area Open at 
Crystal Palace, hut found the (ipposition 
tough in the under-8lkg categtHy. 

He lost to the favourite in the first bout, 
which affected his performance in the sec¬ 
ond, and despite building a commanding 


lead in the final bout, a desperate lunge by 
his opponent left him out of the reckoning. 

AKA Pete Rogers also suffered two quick 
defeats in the Undcr-66kg class, but settled 
well in hLs final bout to win a bronze medal. 

IWo Navy men challenged for the Under* 
73kg class, which had a large entry - a num¬ 
ber sporting young international badges. 

Cpl C'olin Morris managed two wias in his 


ptMil, and Mnc l*aul Chadwick had a blister¬ 
ing start with three straight wins. 

Colin narrowly lost in the quarter-finals, 
but Paul beat the l<x:al favourite in the semis 
and then scooped gold at the age of IV. 

Navy players will be involved in the 
luHidon Open next month. For further infor¬ 
mation a^ntact the Secretary of the RN Judo 
Association on V.3HI) 258.S1. 





England fall again ta 
skilful Portuguese 



THE NEWEST ship in the Fourth Friaate Squadron took one of the prizes at the group's *'lt's a 

ItTon 


group t 

Knockout" and Superstars competition. Competing at a variety of sports. irKluding giant kan- 


cluding gl 

garoo boxing - pictured above - and jousting, HMS Kent took top prize in the *'lt's A Knockout’ 
section. For the more athletic performers, the Superstars section offered more traditional con 
tests such as running and weightlifting, and HMS Iron Duke took the honours. 


Cricket team struggles for form 


• PORT Henry Cooper. 

New gear for 
Agrippa team 

RN staff at the headquarters of 
Allied Naval Forces South in 
Naples have a new fitness suite to 
keep them on their toes. 

With 45 people im the site, a 
picu went tmt for on-sitc recre¬ 
ational facilities for IfMS Agrippa 
- and the RN Sport UHteiy and 
RN and RM Sports Control Board 
funded the suite, opened by Rear 
/Xdmiral Richard Lippiett, SenkM’ 
British Offkxr (Naples), watched 
by POKI' Henry Cooper. 

In contention 

HMS NELSON has started to 
make a name for itself after years 
of sporting undcr-aehievement. 

llie combined Ncison/Naval 
Base added the Portsmouth Area 
athletics titles (male and female) 
to the area golf trophy, the foot¬ 
ball league and rugby union league 
titles of la.st seaMin. 

In the runs 

A K)WI:RFUL innings of 69 by 
Royal Marine Scan Needham 
steered the C.ombincd Services to 
a 54-run victory against the Earl of 
Arundel's XI at Arundel Castle. Lt 
Peter Andrew contributed 37 to a 
(Inal total of 228 for sh declared. 

Race day 

CKXJDWOOO race track is stag¬ 
ing a Portsmcxith and Roval Nav^ 
Race Day on September 9, includ¬ 
ing the RN Maiden Slakes. 

Martial forces 

A KN and KM team of 20 is 
entering tbc intcr-Scrviccs martial 
arts championships, to be held at 
RAF Cosfurd. for the first time. 

Sports trial 

HMS SULTAN’S spurts and open 
day will be held on lliursday, July 
27, giving the oppi>rtunity for petv 
pie to try new sports and pastimes. 


SF.RVICE commitments affected 
teams at the Inter-Command 
swimming and water-polo champi- 
(Niships, hut failed to dampen iW 
enthusiasm of panicipants. 

Four teams competed in a 
round-nihin series to determine 
the two finalbts. 'fhe results were: 
Air 6, RM 3; Portsmouth 7. 
Plymouth 1; Portsmouth 5, RM 7; 
Air 9, Plyniouth 1; Pfyrrwuth 0. 
RM 16; Air 5. Portsmouth 3. 

Air and the Royals, bt>th severe¬ 
ly depleted, displayed a fearsome 
dclcrminatkm as tlWy squared up. 

Neither side managed to take 


DIFFEREhTf players (lhc»ugh 
Seaman was playing), different 
venue - but England still lost 
to Portugal at football. 

This panicular game was played 
between serving English personnel 
- mainly RN - and their 
p[>rtugucsc colleagues at NATO's 
HO CINCSOUTHLAhn: 

A plea to the Football 
AsKKiation was answered when a 
full England strip, plus tracksuits 
and souvenirs, reached the sailors. 

On the day the nations clashed 
at the Fairopcan championship, 
the shadow S4juad.s met on one of 
the National Stadium pitches. 

Cheered on by families and 
friends, English nard work and 
determination neutralised their 
hi>sts' technical ability, and the 
early charKcs went England's way, 
with LWF.M CTiris Walker causing 
problems up front with his pace. 

PORT Ian Hardcastk, Lt Phil 
Seaman and IA Cdr Ian Freegard 
contnkicd midfield, but - unlike in 
Eindhoven - early cbanccs went 
begging, and Portugal took the lead. 

The heal took its toll in the sec¬ 
ond half, and IhiHjgh England had 
chances, it was agreed the single- 
goal win was a fair result. 

The trophy and medals were 
presented by Mrs Franec,s Morton, 
wife of Commodore Tom MorUm. 

RN players were: POPT 
Hardcastic, LWEM Walker, Ll 
Seaman. IJ Cdr Freegard, 
POW^FR Spccchly. CPO 
Hutchinson. CPO Hutchins, 
P0WF:M Kcohanc, CPOWTR 
Bale, POWTR MacPhcc, 
POWEM Mansfield. Maj Cook 
RM, POWEM Harrison and 
PORS Griffiths, 


the initiative, and at the end of the 
hour they were lied at 8-8. 

But two Royals, with three 
major fiHils against them, were 
precluded from the rest of the 
game, and Air, led by CPO Tbny 
Alkinscm (Sultan AESD), took full 
advantage to win 12-9. 

The RN water polo team will be 
defending their Inter-Service title 
at RAF Cranwell on July 8 and 9. 

For details on RN water polo, 
contact CPO 'Ibny Atkinson on 
93843 2722, e-mail sinK.aiong(evir 
gin nrt, or visit website http:/tfrrr- 
space, lirgin. net/nu vy. wateqntlo 


NAVY cricket got off to a slow 
start, with four out of five 
games lost and one washed out. 

With early availability problems, 
the Navy scored 199 for seven 
declared against the Free 
Foresters. Lt Justin Matthew’s 
(Scahawk) notching 72 not out, but 
the foresters baited steadily and 
surpassed the target with seven 
wickets in hand. 

Madras U19s hkxupcd - they 
were 119 for six - hut made 218 for 
eight in their 50 overs. The Navy 
could only muster 209 all out. 

The match against the British 
Universities saw the Navy skittled 
out for 89, hut the Senior Service 
was saved by heavy rain. 

A match agaiast the English 
Fire Services was reduced lo 45 
overs because of rain, and gtHid 
bowling from CPO David Garbult 


(Sultan), with 4-15, and Mnc Scan 
Needham (3-19), helped restrict 
the Fire Services to 166. 

In reply, the Nas^ were always 
dose to the asking rate, and MFM 
.Steve Ream (.36), Ll Dave Pindcr 
(43) and Ll Justin Matthews (40) 
all contributed, hut the innings 
stuttered at the vital moment and 
the total fell one short. 

To complete a gloomy series, 
Hampshire SccotkIs made steady 
pri>grcss against improved bowling 
and fielding, reaching 216-5. 

But despite impressive knocLs 
of 64 by li Peter Andrew and 37 by 
WTR Cliris Poller, the Navy were 
all out for 181. 

■ The intcr-Scrviccs Under 25s 
competition takes place at the US 
GnHjnd, Portsmouth, frinn July 6-8. 

Senior fixtures arc: July 12 V 
l^hings CC (Sutton Valence 
.School. Kent); July 16 v l>orset 


CA (Portsmouth); July 25 v 
Wiltshire CA (Por1.smouth); July 
26 V Midland CCC (Coventry); 
July 30 V Devon (Mount Wise). 

■ HMS Nelson will play HMS 
Fjccellcnt in the semi-final of the 
Navy Cup, while HMS Heron await 
the winners of HMS Raleigh v 
HMS Drake in the other scmLlinal. 

l*hc final will he at Burnaby 
Road, Portsmouth, on August 2. 

Clubs link up 

PORTSMOUTH Royal Navy FC 
have Joined forces with Fare- 
ham Borough FC to encourage 
the development of youth pli¬ 
ers. 

The scheme will allow 
promising young players to 
play at a Wessex League level, 
alongside Navy players, to the 
benefit of both clubs. 


Air triumph in water 




• Team support: Cpt Marty Quinn volunteered for lifeguard duties over the weekend when the Senior 
British Ladies synchronised swimming team used the CTCRM pool to train in preparation for the 
European championships - and enfoyed a welTeamed rest at the end of his stint 


Slow start 
for Navy 
athletes 

FAMILIAR pri>blcm.s dogged 
the opening fixture of the ath¬ 
letics sca.son at Braintree in 
F,sscx, writes U Graeme Riley, 

llie RN had to field an under- 
strength team, and athletes were 
forced lo aimpete outside their 
events, but giKki performances 
came from Mne Damien Icnld 
(HQRM) in the high and 4<M>m 
hurdles and MliA Jason Grcsswcll 
(Sultan) in the 4B0m and 8(K)m. 

LEI Neil Edwartls (HMS 
Richmond) returned to the flat 
4(N)m after injui^, while Lt 
Graeme Riley (Drake) completed 
oxer 20 laps of the track in .search 
of iMinls in three races. 

Surprisingly, the team failed to 
achieve a sinalc first place all day, 
and finished fourth out of five. 

For the second match, manager 
Paul Winton wa.s able to a.sscmblc 
one of the best KN teams in years 
- but they still only iiM>k fourth 
place behind three strong tcam.s. 

Neil Edwards and Lm Gary 
IhhiHtson (Raleigh) gave the RN 
the perfect Stan in Uk 4(Xlm hur¬ 
dles and ended by teaming up 
with Ja.son Grcsswcll and MEA 
Mark Johnson (Sultan) for a 
thrilling win in the 4x40()m relay. 

Damien Todd won the 110m hur¬ 
dles but lack of race fitness meant 
LCK John Putts (York) had lo set¬ 
tle for third in the LSOOm. 

The RNAC came up against 
tough opposition in the UtiliTCup, 
ending up fifth out of six. 

Jasiin Grcsswcll broke two min¬ 
utes with a Im 58.8s run for scc<md 
in the 800m, while his coach. Ty 
Ixwis, was scamd in the pole vault. 
■ Mark Croasdalc overcame pi Mir 
conditions to win the Plymouth 
half marathon in a time k^s than 
half a minute outside the race 
course record. 

Winter series 
ends with bang 

WITH the end of the clay pigeon 
shooting Winter Series, 'won on 
the final shoot in Somerset by PO 
Ian Morgan - Port.smouth look the 
inter-establishment trophy - the 
stage was set for the Britannia 
Building Society Inter-Armed and 
EmcrgcfKy Scrvicc.s competition. 

The Navy staged the first round 
at Southdown SGC, which fea¬ 
tured 97 shooters. 

High Gun was PrarKts Bishop 
(F’irc Service), while the Police 
took the team award. 

Navy High Gun was Carl 
Everton, who scored 84 out of KN). 

The scamd round was hosted by 
the l\>li€e in Norfolk, who made it 
two wins in a row. Navy I ligh Gun 
wa.s Hugh Smith (Heron). 

The new competition means 
competitors can miw be awarded 
their KN shooting colours. 

Driving on 

THE NAVY A/cHi-spunsored Cape- 
to-Cape CTialIcngc car was prepar¬ 
ing for the off as the current edi¬ 
tion went to press. 

Fhe entry, representing HMS 
Ncison/Amey Business Services 
heads for Newcastle for officuil 
checks before the drive from 
northern Scandinavia to Spain. 

Other sponsors incluoc P&O 
Portsmouth, Aramark, Garbos 
Hair and Beauty, All AIxml Signs 
and Victory Vauxhall, and money 
raised will go to Portsmouth Sea 
Cadets and cancer research. 

Tough cycle 

FORMIDABli* nppt»iiM.in in the 
Spring Cup, the first intcr-Scrvicc 
road cTcling event of the year, 
gave Nav>’ nders a good work-out. 

Comprising u ten-mile time trial 
and 30-milc road race, Navy men 
CPO Mark Davies (Spartan), who 
was eighth in the time trial, and 
CPO Craig Hay (Iron Duke), 
fourth in the rao:, rode well. 

For more on cycling, contact 
CPO Graham Bu.sh on 9380 22738. 































Boxers 
power to 
victory 

THE NAVY bciU u UMrihincd 
RUC/Garda Siochuna team 3- 
2 in a show in Portsmouth. 

The Navy got off to a had start 
when Mne 5can Farrar lost a 
fierce cimtcst on points, his power 
succumhinR to inc poinl-soonng 
flurries of nls opponent. 

But MFM ki>hert Maxwell 
evened the score when his strength 
stopped the bout in the second 
round, and AF.M Vaughan Perkins 
put the Nuv>' ahead with another 
scaind-round stoppage, tiring his 
<^ponent with smart combina¬ 
tions of punches. 

I.t CTiris Bowen, a former ABA 
novice champion, pul the result 
beyond doubt when he brushed his 
»ippi»nent aside in the first round. 
tIuHigh Mne David Tang ended the 
show* lining on points to an awk¬ 
ward southpaw. 

In a supporting Ixhji. Mne Nick 
IshcrwcNHJ was constantly on the 
back fiKH against the neat boxing 
of WoKercut ABC superheavy¬ 
weight I*. Joyce, but the eimtc’si 
went to the RiTyul by majority. 

()M Kev Davie went out of the 
.ABA cliampionships in the uuar- 
ter-finaLs wnen a first-round cut 
was deemed enough for the refer¬ 
ee to stop the fi^t in the third, 
with the txixcrs level-pegging. 

Just the ticket 

THIS year’s TVi-Serviee rugby 
draw, spon.sorcd hy BAc Systcm.s. 
has netted flO.OfiO for Service 
rughv - and a trip to South Africi 
lor tfic winner. Sapper Hgan. of 38 
Fngr Reel, who won two tickct.s to 
see South Africa v England. 

Tony Mykjlt, of RAI- St Athan.s. 
won two tickets to England v 
France and the Cottesmore Aces 
RFC won two tickets to England v 
ScxHland. 



• Coming through: Mne Beverage of Portsmouth Command pre¬ 
pares to take on a Royal Marines defender. 

PicM: IWiPHOT) Wood (SFPU) 


Joint force 
wins tennis 


Volleyball team 
seeks new blood 


THE NAVY volleyball team is 
liNvking to build on an encouraging 
pcrfonnancc at the Crown Services 
tournament on the I.sic of Man. 

A dose first game against the 
Prison Service was lost 2-1, and 
final winners the Fire Service were 
stretched to gain a 2-0 victory. 

The RN's first win came against 
the Royal Marines, by 2-0. but they 
then fell to a strong hdicc side. 

The second day brinighl defeat 
at the hands of the RAF. who lost 
in the final, but the day ended with 
a win against a weak Army team. 

The search now begins for new, 
younger players - the average age 
of the team was 37. 

The team is now preparing for a 
November lour to Perth, where 
they will take part in the Australian 


Defence Force championships. 

Lt Lcs Crawford (Collin^vod) 
and CPO Laurie Moody 
(Centurion! retire from the team 
this year ancr morc than 16 years 
of volleyball service each. 

Anyone interested in Na>y vol¬ 
leyball should contact Li J. 
McOuccn (CollingwvHHl ext 24K5.) 

Testing tour 

GRAPEVINE’S sixth annual ski 
tour alUwvcd 27 mwiccs to try win¬ 
ter sports in the French Alps. 

Grapevine is an activity project 
set up by the Chaplains, and cur¬ 
rently based at HMS Sultan. It 
organises leisure pursuits such as 
go-karting, canoeing and para¬ 
chuting. 


THE MEN'S Inter-Command 
tennis championships, which 
was badly hit by non-availabil¬ 
ity of players, ended in victory 
for a team which only came 
together to compete In the 
tournament. 

With players on duty else¬ 
where, Fleet, Plymouth, 
Scotland and Naval Air did not 
have the resources to raise 
individual teams. 

But a Plymouth/Scotland/ 
Naval Air combined team took 
on Portsmouth and the Royal 
Marines - and came out on 
top, with Portsmouth in sec¬ 
ond place. 

LPT Losh, Lt Skidmore, and 
the doubles pairing of Cdr 
Usbome and Lt Cdr Mills won 
both their matches for the 
combined team. 


Ladies start with narrow defeat 


THE IADIES golf sca.snn got 
off the ground with a team of six 
losing narrowly to the ladies of 
Soulhwick Park, writes yVuiT goif 
secretary Cdr Gary Skinns. 

Team captain Cdr Moira floath 
(AFPAA Centurion) and 
mWAEM Jo Marshall (810 NA.Sj 
produced an excellent display in 
the middle of the three fiiurball 
games, winning 3 and 1. 

I.adics secretary POWDII Pam 
Jack (Neptune) and POWNYIR 
Ri/ Davies (Excellent), in the final 
match, played well, hut just lacked 
the killer instinct and sucx'umbed 
on the penultimate green. 

But lop pair LWPT Wendv 
Briggs (Sultan) and POWMETO^' 
C'aroi McMuriry (Scahawk) found 
the handicapping system apinst 
them and sutfered accordingly. 

This was Briggs' first outing with 
the Navy team since a^mplcling 
her PT qualifying course, and us a 


single-figure golfer will add signifi¬ 
cant strength to the squad. 

The ladks team still lacks num¬ 
bers; anyone interested in taking 
up the sport or wishing to be a>n- 
sidcred for the squad shiHild ctm- 
laci ladies sccrclary POWDH Pam 
Jack on Fitslanc 6971 or the secre¬ 
tary RNCiA on Tcmcrairc 27880. 

As the ladies were start¬ 
ing ouL four men were com¬ 
peting in the prestigious 
Graham Butler Trophy at 
Femdown. 

On paper, the pairings of MFM 
Mike ^ttlcficld (Sultan) and S/'l.t 
Terry' Tavkir (Scahawk). and CpI 
Chris Graham (KM PtKile) and Lt 
Cdr Darryl Whitehead (810 N/\S) 
were sirimg. hut neither pair lived 
up to expectations. 

PiH>r Saturday rounds of 82 and 
80 respectively saw the team with 
early tee-off times on Sunday, and 


Scttlcficld and Taykir again found 
difficulty getting into their stride, 
improving by just one stroke to 81. 

Whitehead and Graham 
improved significantly to a 
respectable 7.\ only to fall back 
with a repeat 80 in the final round. 

Scttlcficld and Taylor found 
their form intermittently in the 
final round with a gtHni score of 73. 

'The learn wa.s Izth out of 16. 

As Na\y News went to prcs.s, the 
men's Navy championships shinild 
he in full flow at WiKKJbury Park 
and the ladies* version at 
Cumbcrwcll Park should have 
lK*en decided. A full report will 
.iivpear in Nar\ News. 

■ HMS CAMBRIA (Cardiff), the 
home team, came up trumps at the 
first RNR golf chunipionships. 
iK'ld at Celtic Manor, NcwrHirt. 

C’lK) (ireg Till and LWIM Jason 
Nelson were the Uvp team, and 
Adam Nelson was best individual. 


Fearless 
bags titles 


RUGBY league playcn» from 
I IMS Fearless nave proved 
hard to heat in avmpetition. 

'Fhe ship provided 16 of the 20- 
man Piirtsmoulh Command squad 
which heal Joint Services (26-22), 
Sa>tland Command (24-12) and 
the Roy-al Marines (14-4) in win¬ 
ning the RN inicr-Command 
championship. 

The men of Fearless, atached hv 
POPTI Wayne OkclI. had already 
a>me up trumps at the RN rughv 
league 9s competition at HMfi 
Collingwood. 

The Royal Marines were in 
opposition' again in that final, 
which the ship side won 22-14. 

Rugby league is blossoming in 
the Navy since its inception three 
years ago. 

l^si veur a Navy team entered 
the Silt Cut Challenge Cup 
rugln* league's equivalent to the 
FA vup - and made it to the sec¬ 
ond round against competition 
from semi-professional teams. 

Anyone interested in taking pan 
ill tlic game should cuntact LPTI 
Moore at HMS Nelson, ext 24150. 
■ ENGLAND'S rugby union 
squad again limbered up for a 
tough challenge by training with 
the Royal Marines at the 
Commando IVaining Centre. 

Following the successful priw 
gramme before last year's Wi>rld 
Cup. England coach Clive 
WiKxjward and his men relumed 


to l.^pstonc to focus on team¬ 
building and decision-making. 

WiKidward. a great admirer of 
the RiwaLs* training system, said: 
“The Royal Marines have pre¬ 
pared another excellent pro¬ 
gramme for the England squad. 

“Our previous visits have been 
excellent, and our three-day stay 
will form an important part of our 
preparations for our five-match 
lour of South Africa.** 


RN features in 
overseas games 

PLYMOUTH Command came 
close to taking the lop pri/e in the 
Fpiskopi Invitational rugby 7s 
competition in Cyprus. 

The sailors made efficient 
progress through the 24-team 
competition - a team of Royal 
Murines fell hy the wayside in ear¬ 
lier stages - to face the I Clicshire 
first team. 

A tight first-half gave way to a 
more open scamd half, hut the fit¬ 
ness of the infantrymen saw them 
thmugh to a 17-12 victory. 

■ Black Duke RFC, fIMS 
Monmouth's XV, played a number 
of games against Service and local 
sides while on Gulf deployment. 

Humidity, heat - up to 40C - 
and sand pilches caused some ini¬ 
tial problems, but the team rcavrd- 
ed .some well-earned wires. 



• Tactical discussion: Enatand rugby player Martin Johnson 
briefs his team on orw of the tasks set by the Royal Marines at 
CTCRM, Lympstone. 


It'S a chill wind.. 
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irident submarine In action’ against US destroyer 


Vanguard’s 
‘first’ on 
trials range 

A BRITISH ballistic 
missile submarine has 
fired torpedoes at an 
American destroyer - 
all for the sake of 
research. 

In a twist to the normal 
pattern of trials at 
AUTEC. the Atlantic 
Undersea Test and 
Evaluation Centre, HMS 
Vanguard took on the 
role of firing platform for 
Spearfish torpedo tests - 
a first for a Trident boat. 

Just as unusual was 
the fact that the target 
vessel was the US Navy 
Spruance-class destroy¬ 
er USS O’Bannon - 
British units normally fire 
at other Royal Navy 
ships or range vessels. 

The tactical develop¬ 
ment firings, in deep 
water off Andros Island 
In the Bahamas, was 
controlled by staff of the 
Submarine Weapons 
Group from Faslane. and 
co-ordinated by the 
AUTEC cell at Maritime 
Warfare Centre. Ports- 
down, and the USN 
Undersea Warfare Centre. 

Rear Admiral Rob 
Stevens, Flag Officer 
Submarines, witnessed 
the trials. 

The use of a Vanguard- 
class boat results from 
the 1998 Strategic 
Defence Review, which 
announced that Trident 
submarines would be 
used for a wider range of 
activities such as trials, 
surveys and exercises. 

French sub’s 
Clyde debut 

FOR THE first time a 
French ballistic-missile 
submarine has visited 
the Clyde Naval Base - 
the home of Britain's 
nuclear deterrent. 

The visit of FS 
LInflexible came in the 
wake of the Trident sub¬ 
marine HMS Victorious's 
visit to Brest in February. 
The French call is seen 
as having further streng¬ 
thened links between the 
two navies. 



FLEXIBILITY 
APPEAL TO 


2000 Group face 
Far East test 


.SHIPS of ihc Navy's global task group have reached Singapore U) 
prepare for major exercises as Navy News went to press. 



EMPLOYERS 

DEFENCE Secretary Geoff Hoon has told an audience of employers that the 
Government was asking them to be flexible enough to allow time off for 
Reserves to attend training so they could meet the new demands on them. “I 
cannot over-emphasise the role of the employer in all of this,” he told them. 


H.MS Cornwall recently com¬ 
pleted her third ptirl visit, to 
Muscat in Oman, where her sports 
teams mailc a big imprevsion 
despite temperatures whkn soared 
into Ihc 4tK. Her rugby team man¬ 
aged to beat Muscat RFC 35-15 - 
Ihc first win by a visiting ship for 
five years. 

Another ship of the group. HMS 
Newcastle, has visited Mumbai in 
India, where her new Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Steve Pearson, joined 
the destroyer. 

Newcastle and HMS Sutherland 
left India to join the rest of the 
gioup in changeable weather, and 
experienced a ’'fairly heavy swell” 
as they rendezvoused with tanker 
RFA liaylcaf in the Indian Ocean. 


800 on parade for 
Queen at Sultan 

OVER 8fK) sailors wore on piiradc in Divisions fiu the Queen’s 
visit to HMS Sultan, the Navy’s Marine Engineering SehtHil. 


At the event held at the 
Permanent Joint MO at 
Northwood, Mr Hiuin 
launched a new employer .sup- 
>ri guide prexJuced by the 
ational Employers l.raison 
Committee (NELC) under its 
chairman. John Bridigemun. 

He s;iid the NELc had been 
w'orking to dcv'clop a 'pnifitahlc 
partnership’ between cmplo)crs 
and the Ministry of IXrfcncc. h was 
a partnership in which both parlies 
had a say. and both parties benfited 
- MOD from the delivery of vital 
military cupabilitv. und the 
employer by gaining access to 
world-class management and lead¬ 
ership training. 

He said the Reserves had under¬ 
gone a sea change in recent years, 
and the Strategic Defence Review 
foresaw them becoming more use¬ 
able in support of Britain's Armed 


“The Reserves arc developing a 
culture that :K:kn<Twlcdgcs - and 
even welcomes - compulsory 
mohiltsalion.'* he siiid. “There is no 
doubt that the charge of an>‘ indi¬ 
vidual being called out has 
increased substantially 

Bui he Miughi to reassure 
cmpkiycrs, siiying: “Wc ackniwvl- 
edge that vour employees > our 
employees - arc a shared asset. 
IJicreforc we would never call on 
them lightly. 

“Wc arc keen to ensure that 
greater integration with the 
Regular Forces and the far higher 
likcliluiod of nKfhilisatMiri docs not 
make Rcscnc service inamipatibic 
with most civilian employment. To 
achieve this halarKc, wc need to 
ciMiperatc with you." 

He ended hy stressing the need 
for MOD and cmpk)>’crs to work 
U^clhcr to achieve a mutually ben- 
cfiaal appn>ach to Reserve scr- 


Her Majesty presented the 
cslahlishmcnts Sword of Hi>rnHir 
to 1.1 Jeremy Bailey, judged the 
best overall engineer under train¬ 
ing. iJ Bailey is now serving in 
HMS Sf.»merNct which returned 
from Sierra (xonc in March. 

After the parade the Queen 
took a closer look at some of the 
work carried out hy the cnginccr- 
iiig branches, and met the families 
of nany staff und students. 

Throughout the visit she was 
csa>rtcd by the Commodore of 


HMS Sultan. Commodore John 
Clayitcn. 

In June. Sultan's summer show 
drew weekend crowds of IZlHH) 
and raised more than £15.000 for 
Naval and local charities. 
Attractions included the White 
Helmets Motorcycle Display Team, 
as well as horse-riding, parachuting 
and aircraft displays. 

The day before ihc shiwv, a char¬ 
ity reception was held for almost 
NW) people - including a free fun¬ 
fair tor 300 handicapped children. 


NTG2000 exercised with a com¬ 
bined Netherlands and Belgian 
group <if ships which were heading 
liir Eunipe, then the UK force 
steamed to Singapore, their base 
for exercises IJonncart and Flying 
Fish. 

Road flotilla 
launched 

A FLOTILLA’ of Royal Nav^ 
recruiting vehicles has been 
launched on to the nation’s roads. 

The force of 14 trailers and two 
carnival fkials got their send-off 
from the Second Sea Lord. Vice 
Admiral Peter SpcfKcr. The vehi¬ 
cles are bedecked in new. eye¬ 
catching lively' and will he attend¬ 
ing nearly 21MI careers fairs and 
maj<ir public events. 

Among Ihc atiruclions they 
offer arc simulated rides in Sea 
Hamers and Merlin hcliaiptcrs. 
Their purpose is to increase public 
awareness of the Navy with ihc 
aim of rccniiling up lo 4,750 
sailors and officers. 

Sceptre is back 

AFTLR almost three years in 
refit, HM submarifK' Sceptre was 
recommissioning on July 1. 

As well us an official ceremony 
at Rosv'th. and a ship's company 
dunce in the evening, the event 
was being marked by a raffle in aid 
of Sceptre’s adopted charity, 
Montrose Schi>ol. Among the 
prizes is one presented hy Na\y 
- a year's subscription lo Ihc 
paper. 


Forces. 
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Gloucester returns 

YES! . . . the body language says H all as HMS Gloucester 
approaches the )et^ at Portsmouth on completion of a four- 
month deployment to the Gulf. The Type 42 destroyer's primary 
role in the Middle East was as air-defence escort to the aircraft 
carrier HMS Illustrious, which was subsequently diverted to 
Sierra Leone. Gloucester left the Gulf in March, and has been tak¬ 
ing part in the major NATO exercise. Linked Seas 2000. in the Bay 
of Biscay. 


Gulf illness: 
Stress may 
have been 
involved 

NEW ANALYSIS of what 
could have caused ill-health 
among Ciulf War veterans sug¬ 
gests that stress combined with 
multiple vaccinations in the¬ 
atre may have been a factor. 

The suggestion Is made as a 
result of moa* detailed work b>‘ 
the Gulf Wir Research Unit at 
King's College. London, following 
Ihc idea first put forward IK 
months ago that vaccinations 
could he associated with later self- 
reporting of ill-hcalth. 

The detailed analysis shows that 
immunisations given K'furc 
dcpiov’mcnl to the Gulf did not 
seem to he a.vsociaicd with report¬ 
ed ill-hcalth, whereas those given 
during deployment did. 

The researchers have suggested 
that the different outcome could 
he due to stress, although there is 
at present no explanation for that. 

Their conclusion that in future 
jabs should he given before 
dcpNwmcnt has been welcomed by 
the Ministry of Dcfcncx*. MOD 
intends to restart routine, volun¬ 
tary immuni.sation against anthrax 
for personnel due to depkw U» the 
Gulf. 
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^OR THE FIRST time as 

^ they pursued the 
defeated army of North 
Korea to the Yalu river in 
October 1950, UN forces 
began to encounter Chinese 
troops - not initially in any 
number and seemingly wary 
of making determined 
attacks. The true signifi¬ 
cance seemed to have been 
lost on Washington, where 
the tentativeness of the 
Chinese was misread as 
weakness. In fact, it was 
most likely that Mao's army 
was, in a sense, firing warn- 
inq shots. 

Whatever else they were, the first 
wave of Chinese trm>ps to be com¬ 
mitted to Korea were no novices. 
Unlike the majority of the men they 
faced acmss the Valu, most were 
stccl-hardcncd veterans of over 
eight years of war against a formi¬ 
dable foe - the Japanese. 

llicy may have lacked equipment 
and rcsimnrcs. hut they were lough and 
c'ommittcd. And. unlike the Americans, 
they were not lied to Ihc roads along 
which would a)mc the rations; a 
Chinese soldier needed less than one- 
.sixth the dail>' supplies required by an 
American. 

The West’s second great shtKk of the 
war hn>kc with the sound of bugles, 
whistles, drums, rattles and bullets cdio- 
ing in the Chongchon Valley on the 
night of November 25. The Dragon had 
awoken. The Cliincsc were attacking in 
strength, and there was nothing tenta¬ 
tive about it. 


The US Eighth Army and the 
ROK II Corps on the western 
side of the Korean peninsula, 
were soon falling back in chaos, 
abandonino their equipment in 
their flight before an attack by 18 
communist divisions. 

Ironically, the fact that the C’hincsc 
were lacking in radio communkatums 
and mcHicrn equipment contributed to 
the stealth their huild-up hud been able 
to achieve. And Mao’s troops were ahk 
to move with seeming ease in the hills, 
culling off the US roadlxHJiid units and 
achieving psychologkal. if not material, 
superiority. They cut the US 2nd 
Division to pieces; it suffered .^,(MIII 
casualties in retreat under fire, down a 
valley - an event that became km»wn as 
their IX:ath Ride. 

In one of the greatest defeats suffered 
h> Amcrkan arms, Fighih Army fell 
apart, retreating 120 miles in ten days, 
and rcerossing Ihc 38ih panillcl on 
December 15. They were followed by a 
jiathclic. human tide of refugees, starv¬ 
ing. freezing, their clothes in tatters, and 
hems rcpcatediv strafed hv US aircraft 
whicn prohahfy mist4M)K them for 
Chinese ailumns. 


Among the units covering the 
retreat was the British 29 
Brigade whose men found them¬ 
selves in hand-to-hand combat 
with Chinese troops in the inapt¬ 
ly named Happy Valley north of 
Seoul. 


'Uk South Korean capital was taken 
again - this time hv’ the ( ninese. Hy mrw 
the desperate cold - as low- as minus 20C' 
at night added to the misery of the 
retreating triH>ps. their casualties 
swollen by citses of frosihitc. Graves for 
the dead had to he hhested out of the 
frozen ground. Oil and bliKHl plasma 
froze, and mcdkal orderlks had to keep 
morphia svrettes in their mouths to keep 
the drug fluid. 

On the eastern side the Chinese 
offensive was faced by X Corps a»mpris- 
ing 1st US Marine Division and 7th US 
Army Division. They were advancing 
Kiwards the Yalu akine the large Chosin 
Rcscrv4>ir when the Chinese offensive 
began. 

The iK'Iciiguered corps conducted a 
painfully slow, staged, fighting retreat 
towards the port ot Hungnam - and sal- 
valiiNi. At each step thev were surrtmnd- 
ed. k)sing men to tne Chinese and to the 
cold. 

At Hagaru, at the southern apex of 
the Chmin Reservoir. .X Corps w'as 
being re-supplied bv air. It mis there 
that the commanJer of 1st Marine 
Division. Ll General O. P. Smith, 
famously told news correspiindenls: 
“We are not retreating, we arc merely 
advancing in another direction.** 

The Royal Marines of 41 C’do - now 
numbering 2.35 - joined X Corns on 
November 2K, arriving at Koio-Ri, 17 
mik*s south of Hagaru. with orders Ui 
rruirch north with a company ciich of US 
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• A Royal Marines machine-gun team await the Chinese on a hill in Korea, PKture fkiyai Marm MtMeum 


Marines and US Army. Smith badly 
needed them to reinf(»fcc the Hagaru 
perimeter. 

'Fhe annbined group under Lt Col 
Drvsdalc. came under attack almost 
immediately they started out. The US 
Army unit retreated bitek to Koio-Ri 
whik* tbe Bntish and US Marines fought 
it out all night hesiik the road. 

In Ihc morning Drvsdalc led fewer 
than ItNIof his .Marines into Hagaru. He 
and many of his men were wounded or 
were suffering from frostbite. 

nvcntually. Smith’s force began its 
withdrawal south from Hagaru to the 
port of Hungnam im December 6. \Mth 
them went Drysdalc’s Marines who 
impressed the Americans with their sclf- 


disciplinc. mit least because they insist¬ 
ed on shaving each mt>ming, despite the 
sub-zero temperatures. 

but their fighting ability was held in 
renown, too, the ikpicted unit ;iciing as 
rearguard, and having to fight its way 
through an estimated seven Chinese 
divisions before rciiching the coast. 

On December II) the first of the 
KMl.tNM) men of X Corps reached 
Hungnam where the US Navy was wail¬ 
ing. By C'hiistma.s Eve. evacuatkm from 
th^H>rt was complete. 

Tne US Marines alone had suffered 
almost 12.001) casualties - over half us a 
result of frostbite. But they had amic 
out in good order and with m4)st of their 
equipment intact, ll is believed that the 


Chinese kist 37.500 casualties in the 
Chtisin campaign, many as a result of 
the cold. 

At sea at the end of 1950 the 
frigates HMS Mounts Bay and 
HMS Whitesand Bay took turns 
to keep the enemy approaches 
from Amgak and the Chinnampo 
estuary Illuminated by starshell 
during critical periods - and they 
kept a watch on Taewha-do, the 
only island In the Yalu gulf in the 
hands of friendly guerrillas. 

Among the US casualties in Korea at 
that time was the commander of Eighth 
Armv', General Walker, killed in a road 
accident. His successiir was Ihc dynumk 


General Matthew Kidgway who had led 
the K2nd Aiilxirnc Division in the 
Normandy campaign. 

He had inherited a shattered f«>rcc. 
hut with typical diligence and fresh 
impetus he set ulx>ut putting it buck on 
its feet and restoring morale, partly 
through improved supplies, but mainK 
by better tactics. From now on his trixipis 
wt>uld not be road-bound, but would 
employ Ihc souml military ckxrlrinc of 
taking and holding commanding terrain. 
They would fight Tor the hills. 

It was Peking, now, that had 
miscalculated. Like MacArthur, 
the Chinese believed that the 
conflict In Korea could be «yon 
outright by military means alor>e. 
that the US imperialists and their 
lackeys could be expelled entire¬ 
ly from the peninsula and that 
Korea could be united under the 
Red banner. 

But their offensive was running out of 
steam, and with Ridg^y s arrival, UN 
rcsistaiKc was stiffening. In the carK 
months of 1951 the UN forces ntK only 
halted the cnemv drive south, hut in a 
series of wcll-pfanncd counter-attacks 
recaptured Seoul for the last lime, and 
drove the Chinese back over the 38ih 
parallel and over the Imiin river. 

There was s<x)n to nc another hig 
change at the top which was to influence 
the aiursc of tne war. For some lime 
.MacArthur had been stepping outside 
military hounds to force the politkal 
pace aver Korea. I Ic now pressed open¬ 
ly for full-scale war with China which, 
though it struck a chord with impatient 
public opinion in America, worried 
V^shineton and srared the pants off 
manv of its allies - including Britain. 

MacArthur’s was not a lonely voice at 
that time in urging that China should he 
bombed - inclining nuclear strikes. And 
he pressed Washington to take up 
Chiang-Kai-$hck*s offer of Chinese 
Nationalist troops for Korea, which 
alone would he seen as a major escala¬ 
tion b>’ Peking. It .seems that to support 
his case he played up the diffic'uitics 
being faced hts forces in Korea at a 
time when, thanks in large part to 
Ridgway, the situation was stabilising. 

DiplomalicalK'. it was clear to govern- 
mcnis that escalation at hcM was likely 
to severely damage the moral standing 
of Ihc UN and U^ and lead to a pri>- 
tracted war with C'hina which would he 
difficult to end. At worst it aiuld mean 
Soviet intervention - and another World 
War. 

All-out war with China was unthink¬ 
able to Buman, and he had Ihc courage 
to settle the debate by dismissing his 
popular but over-mighty Supreme 
Commander. It was an action which sent 
shiKkwavcs thnmgh the American pub- 
Ik and diminished the President’s own 
popularity. But it was viewed with great 
rclaT by the British government and 
others. 

MacArthur was replaced by 
Ridgway. the man he had 
appointed to command Eighth 
Army, the man who had had to sit 
back that sprina while MacArthur 
took the credit for Ridgway’s 
operations which turned the 
Chinese tide. 

Eighth Army’s new a>mmandcr was 
U> he General James Van Fleet, who at 
his first press amfcrcncc on April 22 
vnked what was an incrcasine sense of a 
lack of purpose among the UN’s forces. 
Asked by a journalist. “What is our goal 
in Korea?” he replied: “I don’t know. 
The answer must come from higher 
authority.” 

T hat day a new U'hincsc 4)ffcnsK*c 
opened in west K«>rca. But this time. 
Kidgwa>’s men stood on commanding 
terrain, and alllxHigh they were slowly 
forced hack in many places, they inflict¬ 
ed unsustaimihlc losses i>n the C’hirKsc 
whose human-wave attacks hud lost 
tlK'ir psycholoftkul edge against a well- 
ccjuippcd and well-positioned enemy 
with air and artilkry sujworl. 

Though the spring fighting produced 
no disasters of the magnitude of those 
suffered in the previous winter, it was 
lough going. Best remembered is the 
story of the cmiraueous stand hy the 1st 
Battalion The Gloucester Regiment 
against three Cliincsc divisions attempt¬ 
ing to force Ihc Imjin river. 

The haltulion. part of British 29 
Brigade, held tiut. surrounded, for three 
day's, battling on wiiImiui hope of relief. 
Only 169 of the battalion’s K.M) mamiged 
to break out. In total 2*) Brigade suf¬ 
fered l.tlflll casualties - but in Ihc same 
action the Chinese Kist ten times that 
number. 

The next month Eighth Army began 
an«>lher successful i>ffcnsivc to drive 
back the (’hinese and to control the 
industrial iron Triangle* in central 

Turn to next page 
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Options 


*Most of war is boring and the few 


gi/ns sgsinst 
Royal Navy almost tnvarlaiik 


r ^OR MOST Royal 
Navy personnel 
Ij^ involved in the 
ceaseless patrols and 
blockade along the whole 
length of the enemy-held 
coast, long periods of 
boredom were the only 
certainty. 

■ Mit^j 111 war is. iHitiiii;. anJ tin; 
lew moments of cxctlcmchi loti 
inieoMf fof reonj^nitioiK** wrote one 
conirihuti^ to tlMS llolfast's oi'm* 
mthsion *'1 was 

manv paraded up and n 

fI tHi \Vt st Ci«tM !i^> Oficn I Nil! I 
kfiew ti h)’ hc:iri . jml 

watching 1 mt»htK was/ 

Occa'^iottiiJK fbe monotonv tin 
Niiird ihc frtjiiitcH and tk-sirtiverv. 
dimers and entisers, witultl he hro 
ken hy unw.'inted cvcnt'i, such iHl 
iippturaiKc of mines itr eneniv *itr 
er;tfi; (n fltgtii-dcek accklcnts tJuti 
inev'ttahiy inreurred as Itic Mirlic 
mtc was pustKii to ^ recortt level; b\ 
boarding operations and htmibard' 
me Ills Sometintes luiman ntos^ini 
would apfK'ar akift^skk« mute and 
tcnihk evidence of lire brutal 
nature of Ihe war ashore. 

Hut there were irther. kinder dis- 
IracitonSs Creative minds wmjld 
dream up all manner of on^htiurd 
cnicriammcnts. then - perhaps 
afier sitt weeks on patrol - there 
WiHjId he a stand-off al Ihe Kurc or 
Sasehti naval bases m Japan, Or if 
the ship was vef) luckv. and in ca,si> 
cr umc&^ a spell in the oomparaih^e 
puradiw of Himg Kong, 

"h was the ftirgotlcn war/ recalls 
James [rvine> an AB in the friBatc 
IIMS St Bride's Bay. '^New-s uMom 
home rarely mentioned any conflict 
in the Far East.'' Fits ship wm used 


fim with hmr 4in 
\ar. The 


• HAf5 Charity abimte afiar a rafueiiirtgaccktanf. The picture was 
taken from the fleet tanker RFA Wave Premier as she putieh away 
from the burning destroyer. PfcM ov a Tman 


amofig the islands and islets looking 
for trouble/ rc mem hers one oT 
Cossack's rudar plotters^ Jerry 
FfUion. ^People could be seen 
ashore, and any seen carrying wital 
appeared heasy or suspect were 
given a sen re, (.>nc such perstm 
droppt^d a large bag that he was 
stru|Sglmg with. beenms* a 

target and exploded, S*t wc wore 
given orders to wet m<ffe scsercK 
With out targets ~ hut not in airn at 
women/ 

Occasionally, members ot 
the ships company man* 
ag^ to get ashore for one 
reason or another, Mrs Molly 
Lowery rememt>ers that her 
husband, Harry, was sent on 
duty ashore near the front 
tine, in an area where her 
brother, Peter, was serving in 
the Army. 

F liitiy's heard, alt^p \i khuki uni* 
form. CHUved wme ciMViicrniitum 
iinuvfig the iriHipv, Fhrwcv-cr. '"he 
found whea' in\ bn,nhcr vaid 
Mfx Fjwvcfv, ‘‘Fiui he mil huiV ' 
ing the dc^id, vo Fiarry Uid iin ht^ 
bunk until he cumc buck Our IVter 
wontkrcd who this lx:ardcd Army 
tramp wiiv 'There were a few exple¬ 
tive*: till all was rcv'calcd - wundcr- 
fuP Then an Antiy captain found a 
bottle of rum great rcuniiKtr 
Not all ctmiacic with shore were 
huppy ones fur the s^hip. Terry 
F\)tlon, who had juM been ntleJ up 
Irom hoy seanuin, wufs u member of 
a putrty ordered ti> deal with 
the bodie^t of US and Korean sol- 
dicrv that were duating past tl*e 
xhip, Tlicir hands had b^n lied 
F^chind their backs and tli^ had 
been in the water for some time, 
"'We wem alongside iFic bodies,, 
give them s quick icsrch for identi- 


• Harry Lowery “ 'wonderfuT 
reunion aahore. 


mamtv to supium land openitkuis 
with bombardment close inshore, 
with Ircquertl tiight-ttme M*rtks <rs 
much us 5(1 miles up the Han river 
^lo uticrh’ annoy the eommunixis 
ashore and and fwevenl them from 
gctlineany sleep.*' 

Ort board HMS Mount's 
Bay, Signalman Joa Sowden 
- later to become a lieti- 
tenanl - took part In a **mlfid' 
boggling, monotonous 
patr^ session** which tasted 
almost two mortths, back 
and forth across the four- 
mile wide river mouth at 
Pi^n, 

One of the most active of the 
escort ships was the dcitiroycr HMS 
('oesack. During the flr^ half of Ihc 
war she spent just over ten muntlis 
out of 16 in the war zone, covering 
over 73*000 miles and firing over 
4,ODD rounds of 4.5m in 171 sepa¬ 
rate bombardmcnti - and ihc 
became particularly adept si train- 
busting, on ooe occasion destroying 
two in one nighi. 

The raltwav donvn the east coast 
was one of the communists' main 
supply routes, some stretches of the 
tine running ctose to the sea where 
the train.s bccaine vulnerable to 
warships firing only about a mile 
offshore. 

U Cdr (later Captl Charles 
Fcthcrston-l>iFkc in Coss^ recalls 
that train busting wax a thrilling and 
amusina diversion fr^mi the dreary 
cscon duties in the Yellow Sea: 

'"The Canadiiin Ibibal-ctass 
destroyers with their heavy' arma* 
mem were armmg the most success' 
ful at train-busting. One night nnc 


of them I think it wa.s HMC!^ 
Haida fnanaged to hit a train amt 
^top ii midwaylictwccn twi» tunnels. 
At diwn she "wiihilfcw out ul range 
of shi»rc guns and kept up an inter* 
rtultcnt fire to deter tW* rc|uiir 
gang^ and prevent the train being 
nuivcd or the track rebid/ 

Al nighlfall she repeated the pnr* 
ccdurc. put at dawn on the third dav 
along came the baiileship IJSfi 
Iowa which ot^ned up with her tfnn 
guns and bleu the entire train off 
the tracks - just whal the North 
Koreans wanted. 

‘‘The railwav wav back in action 
next day, much to the disgust and 
annoyance id* the ('nnadians who 
had been doing rulhet well up to 
then/ 

AJmost anything that moved 
ashore was a potential target. **PUr1 
of our routine was steaming in 


• Lt Cdr Charfes Fetherston^ 
Dtike ~ interrogated priaorters. 


...but occasiooaffy tfm enemy found thek mark, as In this caae 
when HMS JHoufita Bay waa hit by a 75mm shefij teaving damage 
including these ahefi splinters. iwm 


Dangerous forms 


of monotony 
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Korea. In June, China and the Soviet 
Union called for a ceasefire and armistice 
negmiationif began al Kaesong on July I 
and were rC’Ctmvcncd at Panmunjom int 
October 25,1951. 

At the cmJ of that year the shipK of the 
Commonwealth and US navies - with 
small ROK craft - began the l(JU-days 
Batik' of Ihc Islands. 

About IpOOfl of the cncniy were in the 
process of occupying Korean offshore 
islands - mcluding l^ewha-do - under 
cover of fire fn«n shore batteries. The 
destroyer HMS Cockade sank several of 
the junks being used bj^ the invaders, while 
aircraft from the curriers HMS Glory and 
FIMAS Sydney', and two US Bat-tops, 
shared the task of reconnaissuince and air 
suppvul. 

Ily day, under cover of ihc guns of the 
cniisers Belfast, Ceykrn, MarKhcsicr and 
the USS Rivhesicr, an international force 
of destroyers and frigates went ckise 
inshore lo bombard enemy posilioris and, 
at night, to illuminate the channels 
between the tslaitds and tin; mainland. 

In sub-zero icmperaturcs sailors and 
FUiyal Marines from the ship& patrolled in 
small boats to invcsligatc junks. By mid- 
March 1953, this little campaign had 


resulted in Ihc dcaranec of communtst 
troops from the tslanck. 

That spring. Col DrysdaFc and 41 Cdo, 
reinforced to a strength of 250, returned to 
the fray. On April 7 they were landed jaiuth 
of Songjin. Artcr establishing a <kfcriiiivc 
fimeter under cover of the guns of the 
avy cruiser UHS hatnt Paul, they Fdew up 
lOdytFs o( railway litre which left a cniler 
I6fi deep. They' suffered no casualties. 

On land, ibe war had entered a 
new phase: stalemate and attrition, 
Thera ware no major advances, and 
both tides dug Hi along a succes¬ 
sion of Fronts, but eventually one 
nol so dFffarant from that which 
now separates Ihe two Koraas- 

Limiteil hut cusily attacks by both sides 
lo control terrain and uchievc poliikaF 
krvcnq^c amlinoeil to increase the toll on 
lives without any' ktsiing result - almost 
half the cusunhies suffered by Ihc US dur- 
ine ihc war were inflkncd aJtcr armi.vtkc 
talks had begun. 

Neither wax there any let-up in the air, 
America stepped up ils Iw^mbing of North 
Korea during 1952, by which lime a new 
element Itad been inirodueed - the MiG- 
15. This Soviet-built jei fighter, down Fiy 
Chines and Russians, first appeared mer 
Korea in November 195tl and was an 


unpleasant rcvctalion to the US whose 
ShDoting Star jets and pis tun-engined 
fighters were technically outclassed 1^' the 
new arrival. 

Within six m<inths over 4I1D of the tx>m- 
munist jets were in operation, and hy 1953 
that number had more than doubted. But 
by the end of 1950 the first of America's 
new F-8b Sahre figliters had arrived und 
proved more than a match for the MiGs. 

Another (actor which preserved UN air 
superiority in the face of Ihc arrival of the 
new Russian aircraft was that UN pilots 
showed mtH'e sIdiL in fact u well-flown pis¬ 
ton-engined fighter ctiuld hold its own 
against a MiG in some cases ^ as demon¬ 
strated on Au^^i 9. 1952 by Li l\iicr 
(Hoagy) Camuchacl who, w'hile flying a 
5ea fury from FIMS Ocean, Ficcame the 
fitst pikx of a pislun^^ngincd fighter to 
shtml diiwn a jet in the Korean Wur 

Mcanw hile, al F*anmunjufii, negtvtiautms 
dragged on. One of the issues discussed 
was the release of prisoners on FxTth sides. 
Many UN 1*0Ws died in the North Korean 
and CTiinese prison camps, noi so much 
through direct brutality practised more 
by the North Koreans than C'hinese - as 
ncgleel, dbeuse, hunger and the lack of 
medical facilities, though conditiorrs did 
improve after armistice negotiations had 
started. Prisoners were also sut^cted to 


systematic 'brainwashing^ intemkd to per¬ 
suade them of the lupchor quality of the 
communist way of life. A few were so per¬ 
suaded that they stayed on after the war. 
One Rovul Marine did not return to (he 
West unto 1971k 

The poor trBfdmeiit of POWs by 
thft Chlneoe, moro than Ihe vrar 
itself, went a long way to poison 
Amerfca'a attitude towards Meo's 
regime and had a lasting effect on 
re&tfona between the two coun¬ 
tries tor decades. 

On the UN skk. al the war's end ihcrc 
were \32Jim POWs, onN Tikim of whom 
wished (<* return lutme 'fbey had received 
markedly better ireaimcm - under (be 
Geneva Convention - than Ihi>sc prisoners 
in the hands of the communists. Imt in (Fk 
heat of FkiIIIc. there is evideiHX' thai stmte 
UN troops - partieularh ROK si>ldiers - 
shot prisiiners out of hand. On one occu- 
si<m, men of the British 29 Brigade inter¬ 
vened to stop South Kivcan iniops con¬ 
ducting u mass cxccutUin near the 
brigade's HU outside Seoul. Ilic British 
manaaed lo save 3^1 pec>plc, TWenty had 
a1rea<^' been killed before they were abk 
lo step in. 

North KoreaiUp too, executed their 
southern a>unirynicii cn masse, and were 


guilty of killiim UN prisoners - especially 
dim^ their f^t advance in 195CI. Mai^ 
mass graves were uncevered when FCim 11 
Suitg's troops were thrown back acrasn the 
38lh F*arafkl, 

Peace finally descended on Korea when 
tlic onnistiee was signed at P^nmunjofn on 
July' 37. 1953 after a revised ikmarcation 
line was settled - but only after America's 
new lYesident, Eisenhower, hud behind 
the scenes ihrcaicncd to restive the dead¬ 
lock hy using Aincrica's newly tcjiited lacli' 
col nudear wt:apons. 

At the end id it all. in terms of terrain, 
mxhing had been gained by either side. In 
human terms the war resulted in the death 
of an estimated three millimi pci^k. The 
US lost almost 37.ll(KH Britain and ihe 
Commonwealth \ .2fi3. In diplomatic terms 
it had preserved South FCorca fmm com¬ 
munism but had further mil a rised F^sl and 
West and set the scene lor amither savage 
wnr twer another idealogical^ divided land 
in Asb. 

Onicially, the peace talks at Patimunpim 
continue even unFay. It K Ihe mtFy kgal 
crtjssing point betw^^n the two Koreas and 
it is where the men of North and South (or 
perhaps, in political terms, Fast and West) 
still each other suspkiuosty m'er an 
ideological barrkr. Tttcy arc the last, for¬ 
gone n warriorx of a forgotten war. 
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moments of excitement too intense for recognition’ 


• Commurt/sl pftsoamrm, tmkmt in m 
on bomd HAfS ^picture Buppiied bf C J. 

Soma othar prisoners wtfw uniuoHiof * * • 


.. * mlnufoa mfier AB Tom Naisb this snap of seven North 
Korean eaptives in a boat aiongsirie HMS Whheaand Bay, the/r 
captor {standing) shot them with a pistols 


m HeOcopters proi^ usefuf for ttehverirtg mail and personnel - In this case to 
HMS Kenya (picture G* H. Punter^. They were also used for a more entertaining 
purposes *.. 


ficatHHi* ami then sank thcTfi. ihtl 
^L' ran out of weighH afler i whik. 
Ai rui time coukl the KkIic?! he 
reweted** 

A-s ihe Chinese iidvanccd to 
retake Inchon in Ihe winter of 1^0' 
51 ihc cruiser HMS Kc^a was giv¬ 
ing covering fire. WTR Jtvnic?t 
Murphy, mrw vtt:e-ctiainnaj) of Ihc 
HMS Ken>‘a Asstxrration, recalls 
lhai the river was littered with flmit- 
ing bodies. “The boat crews 
slabbed at the hiNiics to make them 
sink" he sjud. 

On hoard HMS Whiltsand 
Bay AB gunner Tom Naisli 
also experienced some of 
the savagery of the war. His 
ship's tasks were many and 
varied, from bombardment 
end dealing wKh mines by 
gunfire, to iandirtg agents 
behind enemy fines and 
intercepting communist 
radio communlcalfons. 

Ihen one day tdf Inchon, lt»c 
vhip\ Cfitnpiinv were MtHHj down 
tor a 'make and mend', Ibm was al 
hiti pcv^l at X turret *'for a liltie 
peace and quid" to write letters 
nivrtic. From hh viinrage fK^tni he 
watched as a smalt Ixmt with a 
gri^up of civiliam tin board 
appmached the ship. One rnan w as 
standing at the tiller and 
announced himself as a Si>ulh 
Korciirt ugcnt. Then Tiim uwW sec 
that Ihc men sit ling in the hiV;ir 
were hed up, and that the agciu was 
armed. 

“He told the duty officer ihai the 
irisoiH'fs were fishermen who had 
aid Ifk mines wc had seen weeks 
before. He said thai the duly ofTKcr 
had to take them as prisoners, but 
we ixitiid not do tliis as we had rK» 
cells on board and we had other 
things to do." 

In the meamime, Tom iwA om 
his camera and snapped the sn men 
and the agent in tlic Neir, 

“Ihcn Ihe boat went forward 
under the closed pi>rtholes of 7 
Wir^y where: the agent shot Ihe pris- 
otR'rs, The boat then returned 
shore “ 

On himrd t\issack, Charles 
I cthcrsion'Dilkc, ^Hpiadrtm lorpe- 
dll and aito-snbmarme olficer, was 
gKen rite task of intcmvgatmg four 
other pf»s*»ncrs Irtim a sunken sam¬ 
pan which had been lading mines. 
At first I bey were iHrdres.sed tn 
Korean by u South Korean naval 
liaistm offieer, after which 
F'erikersloadTilke was ania/ed lit 
fmd that they answered att bisques- 
bonsfiill) aitd without hesitation, 
Uner that morning he asked the 
liaisori officer w-hai he had 'Stid to 
Ihe pri-simcrs. “Oh. 1 hdd them that 
yim were ihe m^wi brutal officer m 
(he wltole of the Hos'al Navy ami 


that if they told you the truth it 
woiikl be all right - but if tuH, vou 
wouki have them hung up by tbeir 
thumbs until they were dead?" 

The task of mimbardment was 
nt)t ahvays carried out with impuni»- 
ly - communtst heavy ealibre guns 
and morturs ashore were a comtnnt 
threat, as was the possibitity of iitr 
attack. 



m Jim Murphy - s^iv dyer 
Uttered with bodies^ 


Lt Cdr Ruv Hunt KN (retd I w av 
in I IMS ( ardigan Buy when one of 
the frig;iie\ turgets u track- 
mounted gun which biok refuge tn 
A citve vciired hits on 11 MS 
Sparrow and f IMS Helfast. killing a 
steward in Ihe cruiser. 

Antitber hazard was 'frkrtdty 
fire’. Ray Hum rememhers: "The 
American fightcr-btmibers from 
the Carrico used to fly rrver msr 
group of ships heading for the gun 



• Ralph Tuson > ‘we went 
up In a great tirebati\ 


position, and one morning they 
were eau|tlit by MiCls. The 
Americans jettiMined ihcir Nvmbs - 
unlortumiiely wc were underneath 
amt wvmc very near misses were 
recrrtded. Whut the CtK atnl slhps' 
€(>mp;inics had to sity was ni'ii “ 

The ships were not alwavs S4> 
lucky. Wfuk HMb C onci>rd was 
irairi-busting i>ff Songjin in April 
1*^52, two ABs were killed and hnir 
seniors wtnitided when lire tlestrivy- 



• A communist shore-based 76mm gun scored a direct hit on 
HMS Concord's Y turret, killing two sailors. Piciun k 4 ip^ tjf j. 9Mfv 


er’s V turret tivA a hit fnmi u 
7fimm shell, 

'Ftiendly* btimbs abio rained 
around Ecnti Narih and his Mp- 
mates in MM!i Whitesand Bay at 
the worst poKjsible moment - w’hcn 
she wus trying to rcflriat herself 
after bci:t>minc grounded in the 
Man river. She nad g(,ine to the res¬ 
cue of ffMAS Murchison which 
had also gone aground while on u 
Nimhardmcni mmiort and had 
txjme under enemy fire. Despite ific 
best actums of the enemy and jettk 
wmed US bombs, birth ships suc- 
ceetled in escjtping. 

Pure accident was the 
cause of the destroyer HMS 
Charity sustaining some of 
the worst damage suffered 
by any of the Bnlish ships 
off Korea. Electrical artificer 
Ralph Tuson was experienc¬ 
ing his first refuelling at sea 
in September 1951 when a 
ruptured fuel intake caused 
a major lire on board. 

*We wen I up in u great nfeball." 
he ^kl. “Wc were carrying ;i fair 
utrurunt of hm amnn* in c;i%cs on 
ikck to replenish one of the eruis- 
ers f hat was promplly dhehed cner 
the side as the fire spread fine and 
aft. 

“Capiiim F in HMS Black Swan, 
well away (ai ihe hiiri/on. signalled: 
‘Charily, you are making loo much 
smiAc' to which the C O replied’ 
'S(f, I am on fire'-" 

ITic dumagc was esienvisc and 
nut the ship into dock at Hong 
Kong for three months 

The 'big boys' of the 
British gumire suppoil effort 
were the cruisers. By the 
time HMS Belfast, flagship 
on Ihe Far East Station, 
returned home to Chatham 
in November 1952, she had 
fired over 8,000 8in shells at 
the enemy. 

On the Aecessum of the Chiecn 
earlier ihui year. HMS Ceylon 
on active duty and cimkl not take 
tKirl in the Navy's trailitkmal recog¬ 
nition of such 40 event. Rear 
Admiral SciiU'Mimcticff signalled 
(he emtsert “On this historic occa* 
sum I truM yviu will arrange lo 
salute bv firing 21 live shells at I kr 
Majesty's enemies.* 

HMS Kenya hail Ircen priunineiu 
in pnw iding gunfire suppem to the 
UN triHtps beleaguered during tlic 
draidful Winter of i'*5ll-5l in and 
around Inchon, 

Kenya's commission bimk 
rcci^ds: “ Ihe war. wliich wc had 
thought so nearly <iver. apwared to 
be starting all over again. Christ mas 
Pl5fi arrived and passed almosi 
unheralded and unsung, 'Ilte ciiid 
night vky was reddened by the 
Barnes from huming stores and oil 
dumps, and the rumble of the 
iiriillcry duels ciHiid he heard 
oenyss the muddy waters of the 
esiuary." 

Christmas had been cancelled im 
board the aircraft currier HMS 
TheseuN f<Hi. Frank Wootfon, an 
LA(A) on board al Ihc time* 
recounts that ibe ship's company 
were pnimiscd a Christmas cele* 
hiation on tkeembef 31 when the 
carrier was due io be in Kurc. I k 
said: *1bis day. new to the church 
aikndar, became known as Si 
Ljirkin K Day in homiur of the our 
esteemed Commander. Cdr 
Larkin," 

In the midst of alt its iriaK dis- 
comloris and dKappsimtnieiits. it 


seems the Navy had iKif loci its 
sense of humour, 

FV»r [he Roynl Navy, the shooiing 
war contmued until the last day oT 
Ihe conflict, and its ci>mmtiment in 
the waters of Korea continued for 
long afterwards. One of the licst acts 
of ibc w-ar at sea inv^ilvcd ihc cruis¬ 
er HMS Birmingham in Ihc opera¬ 
tion In evacuate erviJiuns arwi IIN 
forces from the North Korean 
island ni Chodo, and to destroy 
instullalkmis fuel and ammunition 
which could niit he removed. 

Beach parties from the ship were 
iantlcd, and over a icnsc iwi d4iy> 
from June 13-15, 1953^ played it 
leading role in ‘Dpcralion rvict' 
with titc use of larking craft and 
esc<iri vessels. 

"Ik’fore wc ik-|Mricd wc blew up 
] ,tXM} ions of ammunitMm. bringing 
a cliff d^TWTi - ami also trill tons of 
high-^Ktane fuel - very spcctacU' 
lar," fccalls former AB Jim 
Middleton, Birmingham men were 
among tlic last lo lease, lakcn off al 
17tl> rm Jum 1.5 In a boat from 
HMS Mofceumlic tkiv. _ 



M Carole Carr, star of BBCs 'Calling Alt Forces" programme 
arrives by h»//c 0 pfar on board the carrier HMS Ocean In 
September 1952. For the Amedcans, enteriafners who visited the 
troops Included Bob Hope and Madtyn Monroe. Ptuum im* 
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• tn sub-zero temperatures the 
right) the strain and exhaustion h 
ing retreat. 


• Many didn i make it Among them 
was Mr^e Harry MeUlng, tn the 
foreground of this Chlrfose News 
Agency photograph o# prisoners of 
war. fie was among those who died in 
captivity. The Nav&i officer in the 
picture on the tight is Surgeon U 
Oougy Knock who, with Ma/or AidridgCt 
is pictured preparing to teave for the 
Chosin Heservoir on November 28, 
WSO. Knock was killed on the road to 
Hagaru and received a posthumous 
Mention in Despatches. Atdridge 
earned a MUffary Cross, 

• Most however, did reach the transport 
that awaited them at Majondong 
(beiow) for the withdrawai to Hungnam 
and eventuai evacuation. 


- THROUGHOUT the tirst 
r months of the war in 

J Korea, members of 41 
(independent) Commando 
Royal Marines had been in 
action, mounltng sabotage 
and diversionary raids on 
coastal targets behind 
enemy lines. 

Amim^ ihcir missions was one 
cairicd nut by hi men. under I he 
Comntando H <T >. t i C'ol Dtiughis 
Pr^’schilc. who w'ere hmded hy the 
sul>marinc USS Percii to mme a 
railway lumiel, an itperatiun canied 
out wilh great Mteeess, 

ReinU^recJ by tnen Frimi Miilav^u and 
rck»ined tiy rieet vtduniccrs who had 
[aken mn* in the Jnthon tandings 41 
emlxtrkcd in iwti l.-S desmners tor fur- 
ihei raids in which a haul dr KtNKlth of 
c^>losi\cs were used fo dcslnn more 
adverts funnciv 

Hal Ihe t Lintmamkis |/e^ics| test 
wijs ui come as i'hincsc intcrscruian 
thfc^icncd thi: entire UN mission in 
ihjt Hrst winter of the w;it. TIiv imit whs 
ordered to j<wn Jsi Murine Division m 
Ihe t'hosin Kcscrv'ikr area ior the fmal 
pie4i li> Lhc Valu rncr. One oi the lew 
remaining Riiyul Murines survivors 
Iroin tliat time. Ui Peter Iliomas - n<rw 
u retired i t Col fakes up ihc s*or)': 

“In Novemher {PU^tlJ we Were 
slilpfX'd to nunpiunr. issued with Cttld 
weather clothingp and %m ihe 2Kth, the 
tViirifUiindo carupfisiniisiuue 2tli>men 

- mmed tip the singfe-iTuck supph 
uHJie lo join the dhisutu, in 25 trucks 
driwn b\ I‘S Marines.*' 


Peier llkimas recalls: llehiml me 
the ftuid was hkK'ked and hull my rmu- 
tarmen were missing together with 
Ctknmiindo HO. the Arrm omipwiny 
and tlivisioiiid irtntpv fnirciiig on. t 
eiiins* up ihv" hurning imeks id the 
ritk tnxip who had heen eaughi aeum nt 
sight tif iW US Marine Corps engineer 
hidldiiieok cuiiing out a atfsirtp 

under fkkidlighfs m the Haguru perime¬ 
ter. 

now t hud nine wounded on 
houtii, and with anotbci truck carrying 
wounded. under (,’pt fSershan 
MainJonald. manai^'d to find a way 
across rrim;n paddy tiekLs into I lagaru - 
the \ixsi vehkfeof ihe convoy loget iiu 

’'I wus much relieved when rplthiicr 
Cap! KM l ioc Ouse broughi his mortar 
section, less three who died, in the ne\l 
diiv. earning a well-desened Mdiiaty 
Meilal." 

The remainder of Force 
Ofysdale fought throughout the 
night but eventuaUy hod to lur^ 
render except for Capt (later Mai 
Gen) Pat Ovena and seven RM 
commandos who managed to 
make their way back to Koto-Ri. 

Among the de;id were 4)\ doctor, 
Surg Ut I>oupy Knitck KN; B Troop's 
commander, t'apt Hulph ParkiriMin- 
f’umine: and two Pkel volunteers - PD 
late and l2iBA Kaine. 

The Koyal Marines who got 
through Ui Magaru » with the US 
Marine eontfMny and the tanks - were 
designated gamson reserve *hut found 
Iheniseives m actkiii almost tmniedtale- 
iy: 

“71ie left flaiik on l:asi I lilt gave way 
and ihe remnants of B Tnsop under 1 J 


• Lf Cot Dcu$ 
Korea with ae 
tn August 19$ 

minus 3K' an 
wind". The Si 
guard with Ihir. 

“It took 
tro<^ find M)i 
to Kohj’Ri aj 
seven ('hlne^e 
trated against i 

“Or the way 
sight (^1 the Cl' 
liodR's were 
ourv to he bur 



Having climbed to 4p000ft up 
the narrow Funchilln Pass, they 
spent the night at Koto^Ri where 
they learned of the Chinese 
oltenaSve which was blocking 
the way to Oivisionai MO, 

Uol Dmdaie was orilcred to push 
through tlw ten miles to Haearu with a 
comm of 141 vehicles and ^122 men - 
I'oree Drysdale, consisting of 41 CJo. a 
US Marine eompam. a US Army com* 
pary and s*mie divisiimal troops, 

1hey' SCI off ne!i(t mornin^L hut by 
then ihe hills were swarming with 
CTunese irotjps, and the fierce was held 
up after only two miles. Drysdale was 
lokl to get through ut all aistSL, and to 
await Uiiik rciiifurtvinenls - hut h^ the 
lime the tanks were ready torcc 
DrvMlak was in senvnis trouNe, 

1lie (lttne.se had dosed in on the 
fiiuie and had umlHishetf 41 Cdo and 
tbtWiC behind. 


tierald Roberts mounted a sueeesslul 
counicr-altack,*' recalls Col Thomas 
flic wiibilrawal lo K^nu^Ri hcg;u> on 
Decemher h in lemperaitires as km as 


After a pau* 
vcri in lhc 
C’oininando m- 
IX'Cembcr an 
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Orysdsf^, CO of 41 (indepentSent) Commando, discusser 
rtkfr NCOS as tha unit f^epsros for war ai Bhklmigh Barracks 


d a “stfcarnioji nortli 
naK kirmcd I lie rear- 
L-S Marine Regi 
ht'urs ui m0ve ilM*^**) 
Ki v^hk:k‘?i ibc len miles 
i\m>i rtcree attacks In 
iliviskiiis Him aimx^n- 
M Marine DK. 
back »'e pawed the saU 
mvijy uitintnili. am! H? 
etvvefcd. Slime iif flicm 
eJ at 

C tii rcf'eijr a Wirwn cul- 
I'UnchiliM l*ias?i, itic 
used I ml Ilf KniivRi iin 
d fnarcbed Ihc 23 miles 


HI ihc (mt of tile 

Lt Or John LanMkrvin RN frcldl 
paioK a vivid pkfure oi thai agonising 
reireat in bis book H7fA litr Citrrirrs in 
ktam: 

C’do recunrKiitrcd cncmy-J^ld 
hills climbing Ihrough 2fl of sniM in a 
Ninding smTwsionn; the night spent 
in die ojKii in 47 degrees of Ifost. Il is us 
m cold the svtcai on the Murines" feet 
friwe insitle their boots 

‘■I’he tuilumn made vkns and tortuous 
progress down ihe (luw aiong a roiid 
mmed in severul places umkr constant 
machine’gun and sniper fire “ 

After four days o! fighling and 


marching user iIk mouniairts on empty 
stomachs and wdhoui sleep they 
reached Majondong and were taken in 
trucks to Hungriani. Of 41 Cdo's Mnall 
rorce. 13 hud died. 3^ had been wound* 
ed. 27 were missing and were suffer^ 
ing trom frostbite or pneumonia - a 
casualty rale of more than one in three. 

But without tho constant, 
close support of US and British 
carrier-borne aircraft offshore it 
is unlikely that any would have 
made it. On December 4, for 
instance 239 sorties were flown 
in support of the lon^ march, 162 
of them from carriers. 

11k’ Mirsiviirs tif that campaign im 
the gfiJund became kntiwn, with some 
irony, us ‘ Ilie C*hostn Few'. A Uilal nf 
41 men of the rnmmandodled in Korea 
up ii> the unit's eventual witlidrawal ui 
the end iif 1^1. Its members gained 
twii u l>SC', three MC's two 

DSMs, nine MMs. 12 Mentions in 
IX'spaicfies, a Uueen's Crommendatkin 
and two Admiralty Commendatitins fur 
Hravc C'omluci as K)Ws, 

After Ihe Chosin campaign, Ihc 
t^nnmandmg Cienerul uf I si Marine 
Divisiim. nenerat Oliver Smith wrote a 
letter to Col Drysdak in which he said: 

"llic pcrforrmince of 41 Cdo durins 
the dnve from Haguru to the south will, 
in the pcn&pcciiv^ of history', lake c<tuaj 
rank with the iHrsI expluiis of the Ktiyul 
Marines.'* 

The award of a Presidenital 
Cittilimi to the unit in 1957 was u mark 
of the re\peci with which t he Americans 
regarded ttu; tVirps, a rcspcci which 
continues to IhK day. 

• BELOW: Back in actktn ~ MmmOmrs 
of 41 Cdo domoksh a North Kotomt 
railway during a raid an Sang^in in 
April mt 



Intepnanonal 
pascua at 
year sapvica 



• Saa fury pitot Lt Ian Hamilton Is rawrneP to HMS Thosous Py 
the Amartcan haiicoptar that raseuad him after he had dtiched in 
the Yatiow Sea. He is being helped from the aircratl by Naval doc¬ 
tors and ground crew, in Korea, heiicopiers reaify came into their 
own for the first time in warfare. As wett as futfifling a vatuabte 
communicadofts role at sea and amid the rugged terrain ashore, 
they saved very many Hvas in acting as air amtutances and in res¬ 
cuing downed airmen mho were often snatched from under the 
noses of the enemy. two 


IN Tllll MIDST of all (he sav^ 
agery, Rtiyal Navy pcrHoniicl 
mainiained their Iradiiion of 
providing humanitarisn aid 
whenever possible. 

When dutv penniiied parties of 
sailors wouki be landed to do whal 
they taiylii to help ravaged commU' 
nities in South Korea, paying par* 
ticular a item ion to t he "army of 
orphan children created as Ihc 
cmliaii casuaNies rose to horrific 
proporiiomw. 

At sea, aid and rescue were pari 
of tile duties of the cscorl vessels, 
and many an Allied airman tlow ncJ 
tn enemy walcrs ^ or even oser 
etiemy terrain - had reasiin lo be 
grateful tor the hfe^saving ships iiff* 
shore. 

AB(R) Cyril Randall ol 
HMS Cornua recalls that dur¬ 
ing her carrier escort tasks II 
was essential for her to 
recover downed pilots as 
quickly as possible - 'espe¬ 
cially during the winter 
because of the extreme cold. 
Three minutes was quoted 
as the survival time before 
the pilot would succumb In 
those waters. 

*'Wc much preferrctl to be 
ciw^tining American curriers 
tiecausc when hhic iif their pikit^ 
was rescued (rom the icy mmi>, thc\ 
dimaicd to the '4iip hkcqunuKmi 
weight in icc'CTcam. With a Ilrhish 
carrier it wus usually: "Wdl done, 
chaps Tn iind make il a iititc 
quicker next iimc'.** 

As the VS mr efftm was by far 
the higgcsl over Korea, a large pro- 
purl ion ot airtncn rcH'wvd by Royal 
Nasy ships were Americ;m Many 
such operations began links of 
friendship which eiKitmued king 
after the war, some to Ihb vef\' dav 
(■arK in the eimlTiet seven US 
oimten, making their way s^mth lo 
avoid eapfure by the athancing 
communists, were picked up b\ the 
frigate HMS Alacfitv* on VVesi 
Coast pairirf. Arthur Kewton wa.s a 
radio clceirieian's male (RhM) on 
hoard at the time, and one of ilie 
Amenctifts, Staff Sgi Anilumy 
Barone. Jalcr wri.ile to him, (hank¬ 
ing him imd Ableriiyr 

"1 am sorry lo lieur that wur ship 
k back in the Korean area again. 
Mayts; tme of these day's they will 
^'1 the damned ihing oser with . . 
We were more than lucky, and 
some of ibiii luck was tdkvwii lo) 
yxHjr ship. Now I guess you can 
undersiami how we ket ahtHit yxrur 
erc»- I wish there was more we 
could rio aNiiui it.** 

One of the mtisi drama lie res¬ 
cues. iituier the nmes of the North 


Koreans, Unyk place in August 
19541. lutsigii Mac MK allum OSN 
was pilottng a ( orutir fightcr- 
lumibej frtim the earner USb 
Valley Forge. During a low’icvcl 
sirarmg run over North Korea hi% 
aircraft was hit by gmuml ftre and 
be dilched in Inchon harixmr. then 
still under llie contix.i1 of (he com- 
munkts. 

He cwrairetl uninjured, hut his 
aircraft with all his sarvba! equip¬ 
ment, sank immedialely. He swam 
seaward .ind, exhausted, climiKd 
oil to a tiny oK't. 

At dawn he could see Nonh 
Koreans boats heading his wav. 
Ths^n. when they weie ^mly ItKIyds 
dfsiant, great gey'sers of water sud¬ 
den tv eruptedliciwcen him and his 
w oiitd-be eapiors. 

Out III a sea misl sfcttmed the 
destroyer HMS C iickade with her 

S uns firing. TIk Moith Koreans 
led, and f*(ickade lowered her 
whaler and hauled ulmard tin.' 
stranded airman who. in Cockade, 


was rcvbcd by means of a tumbler 
full of w hisky" 

f 4 tter, on (he return kg of anoih' 
er mission, Macs squadron flew 
near Cockaik. He ptxlcd off and 
dtd a fly-past diiwn the side of the 
licstToycr. waggling his wings tn 
grectihg. 

After the war he spent years try 
ing io contact members of 
C'm^kadcs shipsctintpany w!u> had 
saved him. tivx^niually he did locale 
the ship's former CXi, 1.1 Cdr Lee, 
hut when txc was kilkd in a road 
uceident, (he link was severed 
ijgaifi. 

Mac rmc to the rank ol eaptnin 
and ref tied He now lives in 
Virginia with his wile, Ann. In 199H 
he at last managed lo renew con 
lad with former saiUits of Ciiektitk, 
and last Nos'eniber lie made the 
journey to hxcicr White llnsicn 
Oub to mcei, for (he first time fur 
almost 5B years, some of the men 
who luul tumled him out of tite 
Yellow Sea to saferv’. 


/" 


Angels of the Maine 


ON BOARD Her Mejesty $ Hospllal Ship Maine 
a dedicated medical and nursing staff strug¬ 
gled with inadequate resources and conditions 
to salve and restore many of the sick and 
wounded of the Korean War. 

It was a mission which led the First Sea 
Lord, Lord Fraser, to describe the ship and her 
staff as **Dne of Brilaln's most useful contribu¬ 
tions to the UN effort In the Korean War". 

Ruth Stone was a member of Queen 
Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Service on 
board and refnembers particularly vividly the 
first few months of the war when the Maine 
was evacuating the wounded from Korea to 
Japan, their care being supervised by 
QARNNS Matron Barbara Nockolds - **A rare, 
inspliingp Imperturbable and supremely capa¬ 
ble woman who never seemed to tire*** 

Said Ruth * later to become a Msiron her¬ 
self: “The waterline wards required that the 
portholes be secured when st sea, and as the 
temperatures there registered 9D-116F * * * you 
can imagine the resemblance to Dante's 


Inferno as we descended to deal with some 80- 
100 battle-soiled and dehydrated walking 
wounded. 

''‘At the other end of the ship, and a deck 
above, the critically injured were amassed; the 
dying in free-swinging cots to lessen the 
enects of the ship's pitching .. * 

*‘As far as the nursing sisters were con¬ 
cerned, the dressing seemed endless and the 
added nightmare of discovering maggots in 
the wounds, inside plasters and under scalps 
made our work doubly traumatic.** 
Nevertheless, with the standard of dedicated 
care they received from doctors and nurses 
Including six Votuntary Aid Detachment nurses 
- most of the patients showed a remarkable 
Improvement and after their short stay on 
board were transferred lo hospitals in America 
or Japan to continue their recovery. 

As for (he dead, they were disembarked first, 
covered with the flag of their country while 
"'appropriate music" was played by a military 
band on the Jetty, 
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set Air Arm played vital role in stemming the enemy advance 
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THIS DRAGONFLY helicopter 
was photographed at the 
moment that disaster struck. 
The oblique shadow on the 
right of the picture shows one 
of the rotor blades spinning 
away after breaking off from 
the main rotor head. A moment 
later the aircraft plunged into 
the icy sea, killing the crew. 

The picture was taken by Ted 
Harrison, a sailor on board the 
destroyer HMS Consort, as he 
watched the helicopter pass 
over the Consort's quarter¬ 
deck. 

Ted said: "When the aircraft 
came level with me the pilot 
saw me and waved. I waved 
back. Suddenly the helicopter 
dropped like a stone and sank 
almost Immediately. We carried 
out a search but found only 
one wheel and one glove.** 

Months later, in May 1953, 
Ted had his film developed in 
Hong Kong. It was only then 
that the cause of the crash was 
discovered. 


RITISH CARRIER operations were recognised as bein^ vital to the whole 
^ f Allied effort. Although equipped with aircraft types either introduced or 
^.^designed in World War II, the skill of the aircrew and the efficiency of the 
platforms from which they flew delivered constant blows to the enemy. 

HMS Theseus set up a world she returned to the UK at the over l,4t)U bombs and over half 

end of May 1951, had delivered 
to the enemy 6,617 rockets. 


rewrd for light carriers of 66 
sorties in a day and by the time 


“DON’T FORGET OUR 

SEAFARERS” 

Ritund the world yachtsman 


TONY RIJIAJMORE 




a million rounds of cannon 
shells. 

For the loss of only one aircraft 
and three injured aircrew, she 
claimed the destruction of 93 
junks, 153 railway trucks, 36 
nridijcs, 73 nwd trucks 66 store 
dumps, six railway tunnels. 17 
warcnouscs, 13 railway engines, 
cijdit tanks, three railway stations. 
19 fiiclorics. five p<iwcr stalmns, 
ten command posts, two jetties, a 
hangar, 51 barrack htiildingv a 
flouting bridge, a tug and a pump 
house. 


NAMI (VkMr^MO 


On her return to a hero's 
welcome, Theseus's air 
group was awarded the 
Fleet Air Arm's Boyd Trophy, 
presented by the First Sea 
Lord, Admiral of the Fleet 
Lord Fraser. 


While her mivsioas were t\picui 
of those undertaken hy carriers 
during the wur. one or two flat-tops 
were called on occasKinally to pnv 
vide something out of the ordinary. 
HMS Unicorn, although mainly 
ased to fulfil a very useful ferrying 
and maintenance role - at one 
stage she brought (iloster .Meteor 
jets to Korea to re-equip 
Australian air force units - she did 
undertake the (KxasMmal strike, 

tito. 

Lester Clray remembers that in 
September 1, after reaivering a 
damaged Firefly and Sea Fury from 
a small island off the West Coast, 
she sailed with HMS ('ossack for a 
rendcz\ous just north of the .Vtth 
Parallel to bombard communist 
pttsitkins with her 4in guns. "She 
was the only aircraft carrier to 
bombard the Korean coast," he 
said. 

L'nia>m alM> undertook stime 
iipcrational flying missions - and us 
with the other carriers had her 
share of flight-deck accidents. 

I larold who was the Chief 
in charge of flight-deck machinery. 
h;ts good cause to remember one 
mishap very well. In a sunken posi¬ 
tion on the port side of the flight 
deck, it was his task to control the 
arrester wires. "On one iKvasion 


• A Sea Fury of 801 Squadron from HMS Glory attacks an enemy army headquarters In Korea, and 
(below) a reconnaissance photograph confirms the destruction of a railway bridge by Fireflies from 
HMS Theseus. Rtcnm. twM 


the returning plane, a Firefly, 
caught a wire and instead of run¬ 
ning straight in the centre of the 
flignt deck, veered to the port side 
and shot over the side of the ship, 
still caught up in the arrester wire 

"On doing so it came right on 
top of the amtrol panel (which for¬ 
tunately had an armoured top). 

"The Engineer Commander had 
decided to pay us a vi.sit to watch 
the deck landings. As the plane 
landed oxer the top of us he 
remarked: t( hUutJ ix hitmu. ChirJ. 
Tm nufrtaUy w ttuntirtir 


Theseus's early achieve¬ 
ments seemed to set a com¬ 
petitive tone to operations, 
and HM ships Ocean and 
Glory in particular vied for 
the greatest number of sor¬ 
ties in a day. It was Glory 
that pushed the light carrier 
world record up to 123, until 
the Navy, with an eye to 
safety, decided to call a halt. 


Peter Warde. now the secretary 
of ihc HMS Glory As.siK:iation. 
axnilis that an order went oul for¬ 
bidding further attempts to win the 
world title. 


T ony, who survived five days in the southern ocean in an 
up-turned hull during January 1997 said *1 love the ocean 
but it can be horrendously dangerous. It takes lives - often. 
Every day of our lives our seafarers assure our survival by risk¬ 
ing their lives to provide our defence, our daily food and goods 
and our leisure ** 


A Time to Remember? 


send me J copy of the “Your Will** booklet 


Please register my name on your supporter database arsd send 
ccjpccs of your newsicrttcf 


While Theseus returned 
unscathed frimi the war, Gkiry kisi 
ten aircraft, with 12 killed and one 
missing. Her *compclitor', HMS 
Ocean, lost 17 officers and rating^ 
killed between September 1951 
and July 15, l‘>53. 

On lh.it latter dale in Ocean. I ts 
Albert tivaas and Kenneth Thomas 
became the last Fleet Air Arm 
fatalities of the war. CJIory’s cata¬ 
pult lutd goiK unserviceable that 
day and nKkets were being used to 
launch aircraft on a ground-sup- 
port mission. S^ime of the rtKrkcts 
on the Firelb' crewed In* Evans and 
Thomas failed, and their aircraft 
crashed into the sea. 

A c<»mbined memorial and bur¬ 
ial scrs'icc was held for them on 
hoard, with Ocean’s escorts closing 
up to take part. TwcKx* days later 
the armistice was signed at 
l*anmunjoni. 


One chance we have to remember the debt we owe to our sea¬ 
farers is with a legacy. For many of us making a Will is a daunt¬ 
ing prospect and often a task that is left "until tomorrow" 

KGFS can help • we have a free guidance booklet Entitled 
"Your Will" free copies are available by 
completing the coupon below or by 
telephone 020 7932 0000, 
fax 020 7932 0095 
or e-mail: wilma9kgfs.org.uk 

KGFS The Seafarers Charity 
King George's Fund for Sailors is the central 
fund making grants to nautical charities 
which look after the welfare needs of sea- 
farers and their dependants in the Royal 
Navy, Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets. 

Visit our web site: www kgfs.org.uk 

- 


• Flight-deck accidents were not rare. This Firefly slewed across 
the deck of HMS Unicom to land on top of CERA Harold Love’s 
position on the port side. 


• A rocket-assisted launch of a Firefly from HMS Glory. It was an 
accident during just such a take-off in the ship that resulted in 
the last Fleet Air Arm deaths of the war. 


World record 


set up by 
RN carriers 


At the moment disaster struck 



























































• This North Korean 
MIG-1S was the first to 
tali intact into AHied 
hands when its pHot 
defected to the South - 
an event, however, that 
did not occur until after 
the fighting was over. 
Though suffering from 
instabliity in violent 
manouevres, the air¬ 
craft's top speed of over 
660mph was enough to 
menace the UN’s com¬ 
mand of the air In Korea. 

Pictuf AefopiMnt» MomNy 
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• Lt Hoagy Carmichael alights from his Sea 
Futy In HMS Ocean after shooting down a 
MiG-IS let fighter. Pictun. iwu 


£)! 


NE OF the biggest sur¬ 
prises for the Western 

_ ^Allies in Korea was 

the appearance of an enen^y 
aircraft that outclassed 
almost everything they had 
available at the time. 

The Russian-huilt MiG-15 com¬ 


bined German design (cchnolog)* 
with a Sovicl-buill version of ihc 


Rolls-Royce Ncnc iuitK>jcl which 
had been provided lo post-war 


Russia. 

I'cchnicalty. only America’s new F-H6 
Sabre jets muld meet the MiCis on any¬ 
thing like equal terms - hut there were 
fur fewer of them. Meanwhile, levs capa¬ 
ble jets such as the US Shootina Star and 
the British-designed Glostcr Mcle<^r - 
and Allied piston-engined aircraft - had 
lo do the Ik'S! I hey atuld. 


However, command of the air wa.s 
maintained in Ihc face of the MiG men¬ 
ace. largely ihrough superior Allied tac¬ 
tics and training - it is estimated that the 
Cluncsc hist far more MiGs in training 
accidents lhan in UHnbut. 

The Royal Nav/s Hawker Sea Fury. 
Britain’s 1^ and probably best piston- 


engined fighter sometimes found itself in 
combat with the new jets, hut managed to 
stave off disastroas kisses while achieving 
limited succesv 

The first Fleet Air Arm encounters 
with MiG-1.5s came in August IV52 when 
tlK* enemy jets, now equipiped with long- 
range tanLs. begitn (lying further south. 
At bam on /Xugusi 9, eight MiGs clashed 
with Sea Furies and Fireflies of MIC and 
8(15 Naval Air Squadron. 

Leading a flight of 802’s Sea Furies 
from HMS Ocean was Lt Peter (l liKigyl 
('armichacl. **Wc all turned towards the 
MiGs. he said. “T^’o went for my Ntis. 3 
and 4. Lt Peter Davies and S/Ll Ellis. 
They were seen lo get good hits on one. 
who broke away with smoke coming from 
him.** 

Carmichael also opened up with his 
four 2()mm cannons, hitting one of the 
MiGs, which entshed. 

With typical mcHlcsty. his rcpi>rt 
emphasised that the first ocstruciion of a 
Mi<j-15 by a British pisum-engined fight¬ 
er was a team efforl as the a)mmunist jet 
was fired at by all members of the flight. 

He said: *'Thc impression wc got w;ls 
that these MiG pilots were vciy inexperi¬ 
enced and did not use their aircraft to 
any advantage at alt. I think it was the 


next day that we had another engage¬ 
ment with eight MiGs and were lucky to 
gel away with it... 

**1110 only MiG who made a mistake 
was one whio made a head-on attack on 
my Nos. 3 and 4 and w.is hit by them and 
was seen to go away with a kit of smoke 
and flame aiming from him.” 

C'armichacI was awarded a DS(‘. 

Tlie UN forces - partktilarlv the l^SA 
- were despenite to capture a Kli(j-I5 to 
unawer (what were then) its seercLv. 

Jim Murphy of HMS Kenya rccalK 
that two attempts were made to reawer 
downed MiGs. The first operation, con¬ 
ducted by HMS Jamaica in the Yalu river 
in April 1951. ended when the aircraft 
sank before it could be hauled on boiird. 

Ihc second operation in the following 


July began after Sea Furies from HMS 
Gkiry sauted a downed MiCi on a mud 
flat in the Yalu. 

**Kenya entered the narrow, tonuous 
channels with a small flotiILt amsLstingof 
a landing ship (li>U). HMS Cardigan 
Bay and two South Korean motor 
launches, guided by the Sea Furies." said 
Jim. 

“This time the shot-down MKi was 
buoyed up and pans rccovca*d by aim- 
bined RN and US specialists. The shore 
batteries later rcali.sed what was happen¬ 
ing and opeiKd fire. 

“The LSU came alongside HMS 
Kenya with the MiG-15 under canvas 
wrajk. Within two days it was back in the 
US naval base at San Diego.” 



WHBU THE WAR GOT VERY COLD INDEED 


THERE WERE other enemies in and 
around Korea anart from the a>mmu- 
nlsts. Ships ana aircraft had to enpe 
with winter temperatures that froze the 
sea. sweltering summer heat that air 
conditioning amid barely assuage - and 
typhixms that tas,sed aircraft carriers 
like matchboxes in a maelstrom. 

One particularly destructive blow - 
Typhoon Marge - is remembered by all who 
sailed Ihnxjgh her in August 1951. 

HMS Ceylon which had been doing ster¬ 
ling work in support of Ihc Yanks, had her 
starboard whaler crushed flat against the 
davits, and a ten-ton landing craft damaged 
on the boat deck. 

Eric Whyte was on the bridsc during the 
storm: ”Wc had no covered bridge and so the 
mountainous seas came right over the bridge 
and swamped the whole area. Despite get- 
tina soaked and cold one was able to attempt 
to brace oneself, when the .ship dipped down 
into the trough, to see the waves high 
above.” 

Undoubtedly the worst winter for the 


Allies was the first, when the Chinese came 
close to throwing the UN forces off the 
peninsula. 

"The all-prevailine memory of that time 
was the intense cokL^said Frank Wootton of 
HMS Theseus. Wc normally operated up the 
West Coast, almost up lo the MaiKhurian 
coa.st. and the snow mew down from that 
land mass. 

**Saturday mornings were sacrosanct to the 
ritual of Capiain*s rounds, even though oper¬ 
ational sorties were being flown at the time. 
Maintenance and flight-deck crews, freezing 
on deck, were not allowed below at this time. 

**By the same token, Saturday dinner was 
always cold so as not to impede the clcanins 
operations in the galley. Invariably this tooK 
the form of 'corned dog' which appeared out 
of storage like a frozen house nrick. and 
appeared on the mess table in the same 
state. It usually disappeared over the side 
uneaten.” 

RN clothing, too. did not seem up to the 
job. ”Wc noticed when Canadian (kktrovers 
came alongside for jackstay transfers, their 
uppcT-dcck dutymen were clad in weather¬ 



Riefun IWM 


• HMS Theseus In the depths of a Korean winter. 


proof, fur-lined, hooded parkas, whereas 
'poor Jack' was garbed in oilskin and round 
cap. 

”On one occasion a US helicopter with 
maintenance crew were embarked. They 
seemed to enjoy themselves - panicularty as 
regards the lot rum ration. But their parting 
comment was: * You Umeys sure don't eat for 
pleasure*.” 

Las Tumham In Theseus remem¬ 
bers that flight-deck personnel had 
to wear so many layers of clothing in 
the sub-zero temperatures that ”it 
was a ma|or operation to do any¬ 
thing. 

"Even in the engine rooms and boiler 
rooms it was not unknown for stokers lo 
wear ovcraiuls due to working under forced- 
draught fans. 

^Although flight-deck crews were issued 
with a primitive form of rubberised boiler 
suiL everyone had to wear plimsolcs or nm- 
sded canvas shoes due to the aviation fuel 
which was carried. Our headgear consisted 
of a thin cotton identification helmet. I was 


told that first winter that it was a good way to 
clear your sinuses.” 

Jim Murphv rcpoits that durmg the fiisl 
winter in HMS Kenya, rations were short 
and "wc were down to rye bread with wee¬ 
vils”. 

The severe weather almost contributed to 
what could have turned out lo be the kiss of 
the ship. James rccalb that as the cruiser was 
about to withdraw from Inchon, with the 
Chinese closing in and much flotsam gener¬ 
ated by the evacuation, a wire haw'ser had 
fimlcd a propeller. 

-Wc were immobilised. Our divers could¬ 
n’t gel down - the waters were loo cold. 
Even the Americans with their healed suits 
were unable to assbt. 

"Eventually one of the divers went down 
in the freezing cold and rclca.scd the pro¬ 
peller. He was recommended to go thniugh 
for Gunnery Instructor. 

** Wc arrived in Hong Kong for our belated 
Christmas on January^. In the China Reel 
Club I started shore leave with 12 eggs in all 
forms.” 



• AB R. Woods clears away the overnight snow In HMS Mounts Bay. Pictum iwu 


• Sea Fury with a South 
African FSB Sabre, the most 
effective weapon against the 

MiG-tS. PkkMW mjpptBdby P Amt$trong 


OUR THANKS 


NAVY NEWS Xbanks the follow¬ 
ing for their help In our prepa¬ 
ration of this supplement: 

AAfopUna Montny. tho Rmi Air Arm 
Musoum. the knpoftal Wer Mueeum. tw 
Royel Marinet Museum. A. Eyre. P 
Anrntrong. J. Daley. 0. Banks. O. E. Berrse. 
L Bedford. A. F. Bemesconl. J Bowden. N 
T Bngden. J. Brown. M K. Burley. Q 
Burrags, R H Buesey. M J. Carter. C 0 
Christmas. E K CoAns. P. W Cook. T 
Coopsr. K R Dameit. F. Day. C. F. Demon. 
J C. S Duke. R. Dunweil. C B. Fetherson- 
Oaie. T. Fefhersfon-Drtke RN. J. O Fleet. D 
E. QiMard. W L Gray. 0 E Grew. B Hanly 
E 0 Hamson. Q H Herrtson. J. Hegerty. K 
Htndmersh. H. Hfogsts. Q. HoK S. Hudson. 
R D. Hum. R. iredals. J. Irvine. K R. JeSes. 
R K Jednet. E. F. Jones. Mrs J. Knowlson. 
F ERrton. E Devise. T W Lane. H. Love. D 
W. Lovel. R. J Lowe. Mrs M Low^, T 
Lyness. R C Macon, J. C. Memck. C. 
Middism is s. D. MMes. D. MSer. C. K. Miner. 
A Michel. L J. Michell. Mrs 1. MichsH, J. 
Murphy. T. R. Neish. J. A. Newby, A. E 
Nevrton. R. K. J. Nix. E. Oalss. T. B 
PartrxJge. T. N Potton, 8. Proefor. Q. H 
Pumsf. 0 Ouartermaine. C. J RandsM. R. 
G. H. Reed. J. F. Sevaos. D. Saaman, P. A 
Shaw, H. Simpson. N Simpson. J. B. 
Stfidair. J F. 9M. L T. Soules. Ms R 
Stone, R Suckley, M Tarrant. H R Taylor. 
L Taylor. P Tbamas, J. 0 Towers. FI L 
Tumham. R Tuson. B. Vince. J. Wade. P. G 
Warde. Mi M Whaworth. E. Whyte. B 
Wickeoden. E. K vmm. a P WAtama. P 
J. F Woodrool. R Woolon. F M J Woolfon 
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ERRATUM 


TVNE PICTURE showing aircraft In flight In 
page 6 of Part 1 of this supplernem Is of 
Firefly ftgMer bombers of 810 Squadron, 
not oi 210 Squadron Ssefires as sUrtsd. 
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Options 


The greatest Act of 

Remembrance 




...is to remember The Royal British Legion 

with a gift in your Will. 


k’ NN2 


When you wear a poppy in November, it is natural to stop and remember the courageous people who sacrificed every¬ 
thing for our freedom. 

But the Poppy is so much more than the emblem of Remembrance, it is a symbol of hope for the future. The Royal 
British Legion keeps that hope alive by providing essential care and support for thousands of ex-Service men and 
women. But we can't do it without your help. 

As we mark the 50th Anniversary of the start of the Korean War, it is a fitting time to acknowledge the suffering and sac¬ 
rifice of those who served. By remembering The Royal British Legion with a gift in your Will, you would not only be pay¬ 
ing tribute to all those who gave so much in the past, you would be ensuring that the Legion is there for the people who 
will inevitably need our support in the future. 

In 1999, the Poppy Appeal raised over £18 million. However, as this covers only half the funds we need each year to 
help the growing number of people who turn to us for help, the money we receive from legacies is vital. 

For more information on making or changing your Will and how a gift in your Will would help the 
Legion to continue its vital work, please call Perdita Chamberlain on 020 7973 7297 for a FREE copy 
of our new Will Guide. 


Remember us for our tomorrows, as well as our yesterdays. 


THEnOVALMUnSH 

LEGION 













/ 




Registered charity number: 2192791' 
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IT BE finally Sumnter me heorties 
and I know ye landlubbers be enjoy* 
ing yeselves on holidoy. 

Now look ye here I Just love holi- 
doys. either at home, on me ship or 
in them for oway ploces. 


Why don't ye tell me about your 
holidaysl Write soon ond ye never 
know ye could find ye letters in our 
Holiday Speciall I love them holiday 
snaps too. Perhaps I'll find some* 
thing in me treasure chest for the 


londlubber who sends me the best 
picturel 

Ye be hoving a YoHoHo time this 
suiTwner but ye wotch out for thot 
sun - ye don't want to become a 
sworthy pirate like mel 


SUSIE'S TOP 
MUSIC COSSIP 



SUSIE loves listening to 
great sounds and finding out 
what her favourite stars 
have been doing. Here’s this 
month's latest news.... 


BirtMay from 
the Bang Plank Club 


BRITNEY BREAKS RECORDSI 
Not the old plastic ones of course! Britney's new 
release 'Oops! I Did It Again' has set a female artists 
record in the US by selling 1.3 million copies in a week! 


k ANG PLANK 
I members with 
I birthdays In July 

are: 

Lewis Asquith, Tom 
Austin. Stephanie 
Ayton, Samuel Baker, 
Alex Barker, Richard 
Barrett. David 
Blackwell, Charlotte 
Blades, Sam Brooks, 
Harvey Chard-Tuckey, 
Jacob Child, Capri 
Childs, Kayleigh Clare, 
Simon Close, Peter 
Close, Jack Colegrave, 
Joanna Conroy, Adrian 
Cook, Charlotte 
Cooper, Alexander 
Cox, Patrick 
Cunningham. Julie 
Davies, Lucinda Davis, 
Hannah Davis, Daniel 
Desborouah, James 
DIckman, Marla Dlete- 
Spiri, Darren Drewery, 
James Duncan, Sophie 
Evans, Matthew Evans, 
Sean Evans, Ryan 
Eves, Craig Fisher, 
Samantha Gage, 
Jonathan Gale, Adam 
Ginn, Alex Ginn, Zak 
Goodeve, Richard 
Griffiths. Naomi 
Grocott, Thomas 
Grover. William 
Gwynne-Thomas, 
Jantes Hall, Daniel 
Hamilton, Nell Hamp, 
Rebecca Harrison, 

Alex Harrison, Jacob 
Harrison, Bradley 
Hartill, Kim Hartland, 
James Hatfield, 
Christopher Hatton, 
Christopher Hawnt, 
Jolee Hayman, Jack 
Heasman, Sam Heath, 
Christopher Henwood, 
MitcheirHolliday, Joe 
Hollis, Gary Howe- 
Sampson, Megan 
Hughes, Sarah-Jayne 
Humphreys, Koral 
Irwin, Sian Johns, 
Sara-Loulse Johnson, 
Ceii Jones, Lauren 
Jones, Daniel Jones, 
James Jones, Lee 
Jowle. Damien 
Kamstein, Daniel 
Keeling, Mathew Keir, 



Kane Kershaw, Karina 
Knight, Krystyna 
Kozniewska, Emma 
Legg, Timothy Linsell, 
Stuart Livingstone, 
Matthew Lowry, 

Sophie Luke, Bailey 
Luscombe, Rachel 
MacDonald, Lucy 
Martin, Dan Matthews, 
Kate Maxhara. Justine 
McKenzie, Andrew 
Preece. Veronica 
Mollltt, Lily Money, 
Edward Mortimer, Luke 
Morton, Andrew 
Mulvey, Alexander 
Napper, Alastair Neal, 
Kristian Nielsen, 
Gemma Norman, Sam 
Packer, Graham Paige. 
Heather Parkinson, 
Alicia Patterson, 
Nicholas Patterson, 
Simone Perren, Martin 
Phillip, Lacey Pinches, 
Darren Pullen, Aaron 
Ratford, Christopher 
Rider, Sean Riley, 
Emma Roberts, Ashley 
Roberts, Zara Roberts, 
Harry Roe, Sophie 
Russell, Kate 
Sergeant, Josie Selfe, 
Mesut Sexton, Jack 
Shaw, Holly Shaw, 
Harry Smallman, Emily 
Smafiman, Domenico 
Smith, Peter Smith, 
Claire Spivey. Lisa 
Stedman, Charlotte 
Tame, Bradley Taw, 
Scott Thorogood, 
James Threadingham, 
William Vlogers, 

James Wafer, Samuel 
Waters, Tara Weller, 
Matthew White, 
Danielle Wlllats, Liam 
Wolfendale, Jade 
Woodman. George 
Wright, Rebecca 
Youngs. 


STEPS ROUND THE UK 
This incredibly happy band of five is 
now touring the UK. Catch them in the open 
air in Cardiff and London's Hyde Park in 
July. The tour ends at Lydlord Country Park 
near Swindon in Wiltshire on August 27. 
More info is on the Steps website 
WWW . stepsof f icial. com 


CHAUAO- ^ JBi 

^ i 

THE SUMMER holidays are 
herd ' 

AH the Gang hope you have a 
great holiday. Thanks for your xi 
letters. 

• We all loved Faye Elliot^ 
Saunders’ drawing of the 
Simpsons • DOH! 

• Hello to all the Asquith family 
• and hello to your Dad on HMS 
Chatham. 

• If he’s been to Italy we 
expect he’ll be having lots of 
pasta, wonder if he could teach > 
Gianni the Chef how to cook it!! * 

• Thanks for your Jokes Nicola 
Nottidge, glad you liked your 
mouse mat. 

• Shaun Hearn wrote to say 
he’s enjoying his new Lexmark I 
printer he won from Captain \ 
Plank. 

• Hope you enjoyed your May 
Fair, Nicola Jones. 

• Thank you for your lovely 

letter Ryan Eves, it made all the ^ 
Gang smile! ^ 





Wia THEY OR 
WON’T THEY? 
Super shocki The big rumour 
is that the girl band All 
Saints might be splitting upf 
No-one knows for sure but 
Susie and the Gang hope 
they stay around to make 
some more top tunesi 


JACK'S 

SPORTS 

BENCH 

ALL THE Gang love sport but Jock is 
just crazy about it Although he likes 
football, his favourite is tennis and this 
is the best time of the yeor bccouse 
Wimbledon is onl 

Every year the best tennis players in 
the wo^ come to the grass courts in 
Wimbledon, London, to try ond become 
the chompioni Reod on for some wicked 
Wimbledon facts o ^ ^ 



Z00106ICAI PARI 


And you could win a Family Ticket 
to Marwell Zoological Park 

near Winchester Hampshire 
Name:.Membership No:. 

Send your completed entry to: The GangPlonk Club’, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES - SSTH JULY 2000 

The Judg— Sadetow W iniL Ewpifiys— and rmtativm M Hmvy Hems ws InaiglW 
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Sea C 


Gibraltar run 
for lucky six 


S IX Cadets from the Exeter area joined HMS 
Exeter for the final leg of her long journey 
home from the Gulf. 

The cadets from TS Exeter met up with the Type 42 
destroyer In Gibraltar and were able !o explore St 
Michaers Caves at the top of the Rock before the 
ship sailed. 

They spent four days on board as she headed for 
her home base at Portsntouth, working In each 
department. They had the opportunity to steer the 
ship from the bridge, cook in the galley, man radars 
in the busy operations room and help run the ship's 
engines. 

The visit had been arranged several months earlier 
by S/Lt Tim Griffiths, the snip's youth liaison officer, 
^During the IS months since leaving refit we have 
built up strong relationships with our affiliated youth 
organisations," he told Navy News, 

''This is a great opportunt^for the young lads, who 
enjoy learning about the sea, to experience a first 
hand a little of what life Is like in a vrarshlp.'* 

A similar visit is planned for September, when HMS 
Exeter will spend a day at sea with visitors from ail 
her affiliated groups, ranging from Sea Cadets to City 
and business associations to national charities. 







Edmonton 
are still 
ruling the 
airwave 
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Barrow 

party 

board 

nuclear 

sub 

NUCXBAR s-ubmarinc HMS 
Sovereign was visited al 
HasEanc Naval Base hy their 
amUaled unit from Barruw-in" 
Fynio.v TS Sovereign* 

This Ftlkwietl a succcssfiil visit 
to the unit bs' the boat's coinmsnd- 
in|» tdflccr, Cdi Jake M<x^rcs. 

[himiw have been linked with 
HMS Sovcfcign, seeorwl of the 
Royal Navy's Sv^iftsurc-elass suh- 
ntartnes* since she was commis- 
skmciJ there tn IW. 

Daring the weekend the cadets 
were treated to a fall prt^amme 
of actwtties« ineiudiiig a tour at 
‘’their’* suhinarine and a kxik 
around the Trident submarine 
HMS Victorious and the mitie- 
hunter HMS I^nzanec. 

The Sportsdrt>me offered rock 
climbing opportunities while the 
Saturday evening saw a trip to 
Clydehank hir ten pin Ixiwling^ 

In the fm>rning lltc party attend¬ 
ed a church service m Ine Naval 
Base Tohowed hv another visit to 
HMS Sovereign before lunch and 
the return home to Barrow. 

U Barrow Sea Cadets arc active¬ 
ly seeking adult females to heatme 
members of staffp Anyone interest¬ 
ed should contact the unit on 
0122^ 821945 on TucmIuv^ or 
Fridays after 7p,fn, 


TS PLYMOUTH (Edmonton Unit) made it four in a row this year when they hosted - and 
won- Exercise Strlkedown 2000, the London Area Communications Competition, 

An annual event since 1996, Strikedown tests the knowfedge of cadets in Administration Voice 
Procedures. Each of the five Lornton Districts can enter up to two teams. 

First they get the chance to show off their grasp of some of the most complicated procedures on 
an off^lr closed circuti. After that, they demonstrate their live communications skills on a UHF or VHF 
net 

Sadly the weather Irderfered this year. Heavy rain in the days leading up to the event left the ground 
unusable for erecting a VHF field station, one of the most popular parts of the contest. 

But that did nothing lo dampen the Cadets' enthusiasm and once again a very close contest was 
fought. 

Edmonton (North East District) carried the trophy away with 824 points, followed by Chelmsford 
(Essex Diatrlct) with 781 and Newham (Cornwell VC) with 778. 

Stfiktdown Cadet of the Year was O/C Kevin Osborne of Chelmsford Unit 

• Baiew, left: A/Cs Job ft Clarks (Edmonf on) artd Biuart Samand/Chelmsford) prove you don't have 
fo be mad to be a Comtnurticaior^ but If hafpmt Right: The top three feams (L^) A/Cm Heather Lock 
and Jo&h Clarke fEdmonfon); A/C Stuad Barnard and Q/C Kevin Osborne (Cheimsford); and Q/C 
Afichael TIghe and A/C Michael Avard {Hewham}. 


Tiring 
times 
in the 
Earl! 


TWELVE cadets from the Liverpool District have 
spent a week at sea on board the Marine Society Ship 
Earl of Romney. 


Cadets board HMS Southampton in 
force during the Sea Wings 2000 
aviation spectacular at South-amp- 
ton last month. Among the units 
represented were Bromley (TS 
Narvik), Chlslehurst & SIcup (TS 
Kent), Brighton (TS Dolphin) and 
Ashford (TS Churchill) 


GETTING THEIR 
SEA WINGS 


For SERVICE, QUALITY and 
VALUE second-to-none... 


EST 


IBSQ 


We invite PO’S and OFFICERS 
of The Sea Cadet Corps and 
Royal Navy to take advantage of our 
unrivalled MAIL ORDER Service... BAUN & CO 


BAUN & CO. 


Only address 

14 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POt 3HL 
Telephone: 023 0232 2045 


Formerly HMSlicho, the 
Earl of Romney work.^ inn of 
Chutham, where the cadets 
were pul up an arrival by the 
local Marine C.adet untt 
Bcfi?rc guning iship, they were 
given a safet>’ Uuk on the rules of 
wcariiiM a life jacket on bi^rd. 
Then the ricxt sh Usiys were spent 
traveUifig up and down the 
lliames, with un iwentighi uop at 
Ranuigiite. 

The cadet!) worked wdh the 
crew to bring the ship alongside 
and were how to plot (heir 

(X>ursc white others helped out in 
the engine riKim or worked clean¬ 
ing die deck, sUiring tlieship*s lines 
and lending a handin (he galley. 

llrey uImv hud lo vtand watches 
thnaign the 


Ll(SCC) D, L. ThonwiN drove 
them hack to IJvcqxxil. ‘‘They had 
a grcai week," he told iVui^y Nrws. 
“1 could teli from the snoring In the 
hack of the miuibusr 
• Betow; Tired but happy - 
ffM Liverpooi crew of the Eari 
of Ronmey. 


Complete UNIFORM outfits, Caps 
and all accessories, Gold Lacing, 
Customers OWN MEDALS 
MOUNTED, Miniatures supplied and 
mounted. Medals supplied 
Good range of Regimental Ties in 
slock, ordering available for Ties not 
in stock. 

Separata Untform Trousers 
Terylene/Wool £32.00 
Send S.A.E, tor tree price list stating 
rank or rating. 
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kicked 


Wimbtedoa facts 



□ Men’s Singles Champion 
receives a whopping £477,500 
in prize money and the 
A Ladies Champion will 
' receive £430,000 


Jack says: “That’s enough 
to buy quite a few rackets!” 


□ Around 31,200 tennis balls 
are used during the 
Championships 


Jack says: “Wow! 
Poor ball boys and 
girls, they have to 
pick them all up! 


□ The very first ten¬ 
nis championships 
>1 were way back in 
/ 1877! 


□ The youngest ever champi¬ 
on of Wimbledon was Martina 
Hingis in 1996 - she was just 
15 years and 282 days old! 


□ Another Martina, Martina 
Navratilova, holds the record 
for winning the Singles 
Championship six times in a 
row! 


Jack says: “That means one 
cup each year for six years, 
not six matches one after 
another -she would have been 
a bit tired!” 

□ The Queen has visited 
Wimbledon only three times, in 
1957,1962 and 1977. 

□ Most tickets are sold out 
ages before Wimbledon begins 
but there are a few for sale 
each day. Some people queue 
on the pavement overnight, 
just to make sure they get in! 

U it costs £67 for a ticket to the 
best court, the Centre Court, 
on the final Sunday. 

Q There’s a Kids Zone at 
Wimbledon. Close to Court 13 
there is a special interactive 
area where kids can learn more 
about the great game of 
Tennis. 

PS - Technocat told Jack 
about a great web site for 
Tennis -the address is 
www.LTA.org.uk/playtennis 


PON T FOROET 

Gang Plank Members - don't 
forget to tell Coptoin Plank 
your new address if you 
move house. 

If you don’t you might 
miss out on all the goodies 
that the Song Plank Club 
sends out during the year! 






C2S 


m€ ms m mbmtmkmr mf 7km Cmmf Pimmk Ctmk, 

/ mmcfmsm m PP/ckmmmm (mmymkM tm ifmvm kmws) fsr £4,2S . 


Nanf>e ..... 
Address . 


D.O.B. 


Postcode 

el No — 




Joined by: 

Do you have any 
Special Intereata 


Parent n Grandparent “I Other “I 
Brothers H Sisters n Ages 

Sport n Music “I Fllm/TV H 

^ Friends n Reading “1 

Send your completed form, together with 
a postal order/cheque for £4.25 to: 

The Gangplank Club 


Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POi 3HH 


fr 




If you would like any further Information before applying. 
caU 023 92 733558 or 023 92 826040 (24 hr Answerphone) 

We will eleo accept payment by:- Visa. Delta, Acceea. Maaterc4ud I 
1 ^ or Switch on ordera of C5.00 or mora ^ 



The White Ensi g n Association 

Telephone: 0207 407 8658 Web: www.whiteensign.co.uk 

Your Naval Charity providing free, friendly, unbiased help on finance, 

personal matters and employment 
The 'Gangplank Club' is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 


After flying into a terrific barrage of anti-aircraft 
fire, the first Swordfish from HMS Illustrious to 
attack the Italian Fleet at Taranto is shot down 
into the harbour ... 


Tllli; BATTLli! DF TARANTO 



Freeing himself from his harness, Williamson struggles to 
the surface to find his observer hanging on to the sinking 
aircraft. 


After swimming ashore, the pair are arrested - but they are 
well treated until the Italian capitulation. 


The battleship Conte di Cavour has been mortally 
wounded - she will take no further part in the war. 



Meanwhile, Kemp in L4K, is closing on the battleship Duilio. 
Flying just above the water, almost blinded by the flashing 
guns, he drops a torpedo less than 1,000m from his target. 


Turning back to HMS Illustrious, he cannot believe he has 
survived the inferno. Although the aircraft is riddled with 
bullets and shrapnel, he and his observer are unhurt. 


Yet his torpedo has torn a huge hole in the Duilio. She will 
be out of action for six months. 

To be continued... 















































































